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LETTER 
Dr. Stillingflect, 


In ANSWER: to-his. Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
prefixed to his SERMON Preached: at. a 


Publick Ordination- in the Church of Sc.' Peter's 
| Cornhil, March 15. 168?. 


; KI v4 
Reverend Sir, 


AVING peruſed your angry Epiſtle, I'am now-a- 
bundantly ſatisfied, that after all the clamorous Ob- 
jeftions . and; riotaus: Noiſes .againſt my. Book- of 
c Church-Power, raiſed and kept up by:Men; of your 
Party. and Complexion, and. all the- endeavours of. 
of ſuch Champions. as your! ſelf, and. that renowned 
; Hero the famous Dr. Barnett, you bave been able to ſay-nothing in 
reply to it, beſides perſonal remarks and accuſations. I might add- 
choice. Epithets and.embelliſhments of Wit, that might. have become; 
- a\Tripas. Exerciſe in the Sophiſter's Schools, but by no means the- 
Gravity of.an.old exerciſed Maſter of Polemicks. . If you can reap 
any ſatisfation from loading.me with the general-Titles of a Plas; 
ary, ridiculous fool, malicious, unkiliful maker of -Controverſits, a bar 
reus and rude Diſputer with kis Brethren, an accuſer of his Brerhreng an 
; B implacable 
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(2) 
implacable man, uncharitable, unjuſt, ſlanderer, proud, void of prudence 
and common on,” the uſral Complements you are pleaſed to be- 
ſtow upon me, you may be happy in the enjoyment of your humor, 
though it hath not an Jrenical Complexion : But | that deſign nothing 
but the purſuit of Truth and Honeſty, ſhall only endeavour in an 
calte method, and plain words, to come to the true ſtate of the Con- 
ry ws us, and my reply you may be pleaſed to take.ia 

is order : | | | 


Firſt, 1 ſhall preſume to make ſome return to thoſe little Pleas and 
Excuſes that you give in for your ſelf; and thoſe Accuſations 
of any weight that you. are pleaſed to bring in againſt me; and 
withal take tke liberty to refle&t a little upon the Treatment I 
have received from your Friend and Advocate, Dr. Burnett, up- 
on the ſame otcaſion : For 1 foreſee that Spportunity will be 

wks | 
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Secondly, | ſhall make it appear, That the account you give of 
your Jrenicum is not fair nor true; and that you conceal your 
Crime in the very. confeſſion of it : The whole. delign and plot 
being meerly laid againſt the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Church of. 


En land, (3 * kf 

T birdh, I fhall enquire more particularly how far you have re- 
calPd,” and recanted the priacipal Errors of it ; and particu- 
larly the Impoſture of your Manuſcript: not doubting to make 
it appear, That you ſtill owe a ptblick Recantation for it, 
not to the poor Vicar of Coſmus Blene, but to the Church of 
England, | 


Firſt, 1 ſhall conſider herein the little pleas yon make uſe of for 
your ſelf, and your trifling Accuſations againſt me, together with 
your CharaCers of me; and alſo take the liberty of ſome RefleQti- 
ons upon Dr. Burner, And here your failure is ſo evident and noto- 
rious at the very entrance, and your concluſion ſo” mconſequential;. 
that it plainly appears you began your Epiſtle in a'paſſion, and with- 
out a due coakloration of thoſe things which in courſe follow upon 
one another. Otherwiſe, how could you ſay to your moſt Reve- 
rend Dioceſan; That as you have the ſatisfattion of doing your daty in ' 

ing bis Lord(hip's command, for Printing the Sermon you  Preached 

at bis laſt ſolemn Ordination, ſo you hope others will have ſo much at leaſt 

in Reading of it, 4s to be convinced how unjuſtly you have been, not long 

ſmce, repreſented to the world, as an enemy to the very being of Churches 
in general, and to the conſtitution of this Church in particular, oy 
OW 
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how does it follow;” becauſe you Preached ſound and. orttoab 'Divi- 
nity at-that one time, that you had' never Preached or Printed any 


thing Erroneous or Heretical before? Or what connexion is there 


inthis, ſuch a one is now a ſound Divine, and therefore he was ſo always ? 


Had you in that Sermon made it appear that my Accuſation was not 
True, or that I had faid you would never retraCt thoſe unſound 


tenents that I accuſed you of, then you might have depended, with 


ſome tolerable aſſurance, upon the Reader? conviCtion of the in- 


juſtice I had done you: But ſince ſo it is, that you neither attempt- 
ed to clear your ſelf concerning thoſe things I accuſed you of; nei- 
ther did I ſay, you would never retract them; to infer injuſtice on 


-my part, becauſe ſome years after that I had accuſed. yon, you 


Preached a Sermon which was Orthodox in thoſe points, wherein I 
faid you were. once defeCtive, is a' concluſion he alone can be guilty 
of, whoſe common perceptions are choaked with Choler : |No Man 
could ſuſpe&t that Dr. Srilling flect made it, had not the following 
part of the Epiſtle been of his Compoſure alſo, conſiſting moſtly 
of the like undecencies. I ſaid you were guilty of ſuch Doctrines at 


the time when I Printed-my Book ; but I did not ſay you would 


never retract them. It. was part of my deſign in writing that Book 
to inform you better, and that yoo -might-come to a ſenſe of thoſe 
Errors, which 1 apprehended at that time you were notnſible of- 
I told 'you I judged a retrattation neceſlary ;' and that you ought 
to make one, (which was my crime in that I ſpate ſo plainly and 
boldly to you) and no' Man ''rejoyces more, or thanks you more 
- I do, for what you have performed of that nature in your 

You argue on at the ſame rate, and ſay, That my _—_ (as 
you are pleaſed to call it) is groundleſs and ridiculow ; © you 
have ſince proved. the. Church 4 diſtintt Society, and vindicated ber pow- 
er:#1 general, axal the particular conſtitution of this Church. Now this 
ſuppoſes the truth of my accuſation, and that you; once had aſſerted 
the contrary; only I am fo diſingenuons that-Itake no; notice of 
your retractation, . but ſtill urge that firſt Error againſt you: and this 
1s the full of all that you can be interpreted to plead for [your ſelf. 
The concluſion indeed ſeems larger upon the firſt reading, by the 
advantage it hath from the embeliſhmenrs of your ſtile, or your artifi- 
bon diſpoſition of the whole ; but he that duly conſiders the pre- 
miſes,” wilt findmo more : And indeed it is 'only a ſham way of ar- 
guing; juſt 'as afterwards you tell the Hiſtory of your /remcum ; 
where not one word you ſay comes up ts the point under debate, 
The reality 6f the Controverſic betwixt us (which you fay I have 
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-with {6 wtuch Folly, and anice, rand anukilfadneſs.. made ; and. the 
Iewith your Eyes) lying here, whether you haven your latter 
' Writings given ſafficient evidence to the. World af the change of 
your judgment- as to theſe Points of Church Power in general, and 
Epiſcopacy in } mien ? or (as in the words of your Epife) you are 
;notſtzll-the fame Emery to the very being of Churches in general, and to 
Jthe-qonſticution of 'this Chub in particular, that 1 own-1 once did re- 
-preſent you! to:be,- for 4yhich [1 gave my reaſons in 'my Baok, and 
private Letter, fince' Printed before it ; but never had any Anſwer, 
unleſs you ſhall be pleaſed to ſay that this Epijl Dedicatory is an An- 
wer; (and yet I hear youdo fay fo) which is indeed a Libel: Be- 
iſides, it did; riat; come. forth\until;two fall Years after. So then, 
the graund is laid out,-and the Controverſie ſtated. You affirm; 
1 deny: : Hall ptit-it{upon-n fair Tryalz your own writings: ſhall 
be my Evidence, -and the Readers the Fury. 

- . You continuezon and objeft, That I produce not one conſiderable Ar- 
gument which I did not teal out of a Diſconrſe of yours; but this muſt 
meuerbe eaken none of 5, Dr, Þurnet, and; Mr. Dean of St. Pauls have 
Jofficiently blazon'd; me abroad: 4or. a: Fow,,; pnd 70-/enfecal: fellow z 
and truly with-reaſon-too, if 'you-cpuld! prove me fo ſilly as to teal 
ard tell, yy hen my Papers came firſt to London, in order tothe Preſs, 
and you, with ſame athers, had got them into your hands ; the ar- 
tifice thenuſed, whereby to beſpatter me abont: the Town, was, to 
zeltit abroad, That I-was:not the Author. of them: [And there was, 
it-{eems; other: grounds-for -it than we were [at that tixne' aware 
of ; becauſe they were yours. But when Men are in the Net, the 
more:they” ſtruggle, the more they-are entangted. I confeſs you 
owed mea tyra; for :I had peremptorily accuſed you for ſtealing 
out of Robert Parker ;, and.pointed you to the very rime, Rook, . Cha- 
prer and Margin, 'when and where he-was tranſcribed. by.you;, And 

certainly--npthing was ever more imprudent, if not unpardonable, 
than'for you to-take: his credit and 'teſtimony againſt .our Church 

and .Epiſcopacy, who profeſſedly \defign'd their defamation:and de- 
ſtruction ; and really was the greateſt Incendiary, and moſt malici- 
ous, implacable: Schiſmatick, that appear'd in his time againſt us; or 

perhaps that had. appear'd ſince our Reformation, excepting Thomas 

Cartwright: A'Man-could in Confcience [do no leſs than: w_ you 
for it. And if you had but dealt as candidly with-mme,' and named 

the particular te, Book, &c.: your Accuſation -woukd* have 'had 

greater weight, and my Vindication might have been-more particu- 

lar and fatisfaRtory; whereas now I can only proceed ypon Con 
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res, - I remember, once being aſſaulted by an impertinent 
,. amongſt other ſtuff, he told me; That / was 4 thief; the 
ſon that he gave for it was, becauſe / ſtole all ny Leerning from 
Now in this ſenſe I confeſs my ſelfa thicf; and in particular 'that*I 
ſole my Book out, of the Fathers, Conmals, Church-Hiſtory, &c. and 
more, that I might poſſibly fea! now and then out of your Irenicam; 
it being ſuch a Farce of all manner of Quotations, that it is a hard 
matter to miſs of ſome of them ; And I will ſay thus much, That jf 

thoſe Quotations,were as aptly apply*d as they are numerous, 
might, at that time, have been placed in the firſt file'of- Learnetl 
Men, I have been infornd, That the Regalia of France, publiſh'd 
ſome time ſince by your Friend Dr. Burner in his own name, were - 
the labours and collections. of Mr. #riabon,; his Country-man; who 
delivered his Papers unto:him, and defired his. judgment of them; 
but the wiſe Door (whoſe Back is of ſteel, as his Face'is of braſ7) 
liked them fo well, that he went ror to bed till he had tranſcribed 
them; and immediately. Printed them for his own. Now this is 

thieving in. our profeſſion. | 
Your next Objection is level'd againſt my ſtile ; that it s without 
embelliſhments : that 1 follow the Scboolkmen 'only in Two things, viz. A 
barbarous ſtile, and a rude way of difputing with my Brethren : And you 
engage that poſterity will not make me their pattern: And Dr. Burnet 
has inſiſted;on-the ſame ſabjeft before you, with.enlargements; and 
in the claſe of his Letter, dated Decemb; 20. 1684. this is one of the 
two ſhort advices he is ſo kind as to give me; That if yowinrend ro write 
any mare, .you will learn firſt to write true Enghſh, and thet to write: ond 
ſenſe : but 1 believe this will prove ſowvery hard a task., that the beſt and 
eaſieſt aduict- can be given you, is, That you would write none at all. 
So that in plain Exgkſb, you give me the character Lather once gave 
Caroloſtadivs,, iz. That I have neither Senſe nor Words. 6 + 


* Res'& werba Philippe, res ſine verbis *Lutheres, dad 
 Pevha ſme re Eraj mus, nec res nec verba Cardloſtadius. © ,: 


As to the former, 1 liave put my ſelf upon my tryal, -which is' God 
and my tray only you and Dr. Burnet are excepted out of -the Fury ; 
becauſe Men. ſo notoriouſly mcapacitated to be there, 'through mas 
nifeſt prejudice and -wntert/t, As to the latter,'-I plead, in ſame men- 
{ure, galty ; acknowledging-my detect, and that I: have been lefs 
careful ant induſtrious therein than Lought,. and might have been? 
And yet Lcannot ſay, (under my preſent circumſtances, to be {are} 
That I really. repent of it ; for theſe two Reaſons: 1. Becauſe you 
had thereby Joſt; an: apportunity of making this Objection againſt 
, my 


. 
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(5) 
.4my. Book, 'and:iſo. much lefs of your Paſſion in oppoſing re muſt 
nels which is- really my advantage. 2. If my ſtile had 
been agreeable with your embeliſhments and ſmoother polite phraſes, 
how. can I tell but that you might have taken all my Book away from 
me eſpecially ſince you have laid actual claim already to my con- 
fiderable Arguments. 

But as to the Scheolmer in particular, I muſt confeſs, That I am 
no admirer of their Terms and Niceties, yet I cannot condemn all ; 
but (if my little skill in them do not deceive me) their rude way of 
aiſputing, ſuch as it is, might become both your own and others 
imitation: For they are ſeldom guilty -of the embeliſhments of ſoul 
language ;, very rarely name perſons, but when the caſe neceſſarily 
requires it ;z and avoiding all perſonal heats and quarrels, keep them« 
felves cloſe to their Matter and Argument, but never repute a nick- 
name, Or cramp Epithete a Confutation of their Adverſary. And 
again, I leſs admire your inconſiderateneſs, in that you accuſe ſo 
eminent an Order of Divines of rudeneſs in their diſputations, at the 
ſame time when you implead me as guilty of the ſame miſdemeanor, 
in reſpect of your ſelf, and aggravate it againſt me as the teſt 
crime. Beſides, you ſeem moſtly peccant herein, having ſo 
peculiarly beholden to the Schoolmen for your palmarinm argumentum, 
or capital Argument (as you call it); for the mixt and communi- 
cative power of Biſhops and Presbyters (for they were the firſt that 
ſet that deſign on foot; and their Arguments ſtill ſupport- it) to 
which you adhere to this day: Do you not boaſt and-value your 
{elf upon that one adyenture ? It appears by the Epiſtle ' Dedicatory 
that you do; where you tell us, That the deſign of it was, t6 gam 
pon Diſſenters fromour Church ;, andit did not want ſucceſs that way, both 
here and in a neighbour Kingdom, (1 thought our Chxrch and the 
Pope of Rome had never gain'd BE one and the ſame way.) 
All that can, with any ſhew, .be pleaded for you is, you look*'d upon 
Peter Lombard and as Aquanas, the Maſter of the Sentences, and 
the Angelical Dottor to be Country Ficars, or to be no Deans, and up- 
on your ſelf as under no obligation of gratitude, or common civi- 
lity towards them for that only reaſon ; and hence concluded that 
you had a right to theirs, equally as to my Arguments; and ſo much 
the more, becauſe' you. can put them into better words, your file 
is leſs barbaroxs, or has more embelliſhments. And if you hope this 
way to recommend your ſelf as 4 pattern to poſterity (tho* my Cha- 
rity obliges meto wiſh them better preſidents to copy after) I ſhall 
not envy your acquiſitions. 1 aflure you the bar you have put, that 
I may not be the like parrer, is no ways ingrateful to me. / All that 
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I aim at is, to appear to poſterity an honeſt Man in my nz 
your giant Objection will-then be on my ſide. And Sine wy file” 
to be as- rude and barbarous as your Eloquence can repreſent it to be, 
the advantage will be the greater thereby to that truth, 'whictr 
(tho? ſo rndely compoſed) the greateſt Orators have offer'd fo little 
_=_ And this point once gain'd, I value no more the repute 
of a Grammarian or Elegant Compoſer, than the Grammarian in 
e/Elian valued Helen's Pifture, that was drawn by Zcaxes the Pain- 
ter, who diſcern'd no one feature in it; being a Gramarian, no” 
Limner, as the reaſon is given. | 
And yet, if we conſider a little farther, another reaſon may be ' 
given for this your Mafter-ObjeCttion : You were an early Diſciple 
of David BlondePs, and the. reſt of that Tribe ; who allaulted the 
Epiltles of the moit Holy and Primitive Martyr, St. [gnatias, at the 
ſame rate. And among thoſe many Arguments from whence he 
concluded them to beſpurious (wherein you have particularly con- 
curr'd with him in your Hrenicam; and I wiſh it were all the rub- 
biſh he bequeathed to you.) there are ſome 4 dittione perita ; from” 
his unuſual and uncouth ſtile, which he defames and renders con- 
temptible, .being unmindful of that of St. Ferome, Scio mer Chri- 
fkianos verborum vitia non ſolere reprebendi ; as the late moſt Learned 
Biſhop of Cheſter reproves him for it, from the authority of that ex- 
cellent Father, in his YVindicie Ionatiane. And Blondell is ſo infolent, 
and puffed up with a conceit of his ſucceſs herein againſt the Apo- 
ſtolical Martyr, that (in his Prefatio ad- Apologiam pro ſementia Hie- 
roy, Pag.' 52.) he ſets upon Franciſens de Clara m the ſame way 
and concludes himſelf to have baffled his' Apology for Biſhops, only 
by giving an account of his /oleci/-ms in Grammar, and other barba-- 
"_— of mu I have here given a 
taſte *: Though I cannot tell whether _... 
ſomething elſe might not be at the bot- —_ NN 
tom. For ae Clara writes hinelf Ainori-- Yeriverbium ſonat. Fctlefie gu-" 
tarim ; Which ſounds like a: Vicar... bernium. Primitas. Praftjea' Ec» ' 
[; 5701 en iy 11.1 riefix. Maxima, id eſt, axioms. 
Virbulum.  Dubiolum ,vocat, quod poſtea. pro graudi objeftione haber. Nibil ſanxi-- 
erum. Epilogat. Amonibiles, &Cc, | 


*- En Barbariſmos, Viz. Satis 


' I have ſometimes met with'more ſolid and grave Divines (or at 
leaſt that 'believ'd themſelves fuch )' who call their Adverfaries 
Grammarians; thereby implying the contempt they had of their per- 
ſons, as altogether unqualified for thofe performances in Divinjey,.. 
in which they had. engaged themſelves. As I remember, cirher 
Blondell or Salmaſins, or both, thus revite' Dr. Hammond: But for” 

i: certain, 
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certain, -Salmaſes is- thus 'ypbraided; by Jolw: Adrlcon (who thought” 
bi -1f ſomebody), .in his | Pro,popylo Anglicano defenſio: as alſo our 
moſt learned: Biſhop Montacute by Lahbee, inchis —_— Hiſtorica 
de. Scriptoribus Eccleſiaſticis, But, your greatneſs, or Typus. Theologi 
takes a contrary method ; becomes Splenerick,, and:/wells and inſults 


over me, with this term of diſgrace, No Grammarian ;, and becauſe 


I have leſs regarded words and embelliſhments, ſince matter of Fatt, 
and Argument, are the only obje&t of my ſearch and enquiry ; to 
which you have not made one exception. | 
But my matter is accuſed as wrinteligible; to which T1l re- 
turn the Anſwer Mr. Thorndike gave for himielf upon the ſame 
occaſion, in the Preface to his Epilogue : The obſcurity of my matter I 
am;not ſorry for ;, if writing in; Engliſh (becauſe here the occaſion com- 
menceth i - reaſons, if, the conſequence. of it, in ſome matters ſeem oh- 
ſeure ;, I conceive it ought to teach the world, That the People are made 
parites to, thoſe Diſputes, whereof they are not able to be judges : and I am 
milkng to bear the blame of obſcure, if that leſſon-may be learned by the 


People 


_ My crime is more heightned yet, in that. I-am: not onlyirude with 
my.. Brethren, but with two . Archbiſhops and |a; Biſbop, viz. Wintgift, 
Bancroft, and. Bilſon whom I remarque for writing incon 
I am. ſorry that. a Man, of your Dignity. and- reputed Learning.-in 
the Church, ſhould be brought ſo low, as. to. ſtand in need of ſuch 
a' palpable Cavil, or groundleſs Accuſation as this.is ; your caſe 
ſurely is the ſame with chat of.a great: perſon you elſewhere men- 
tion ; who, when be bad. undertakgn to. manege an ill. cauſe before a-pub- 
lick, audience, - and one of hjs Friends asked him: what be meant by. it, repli- 
ed, Trouble not your ſelf, our own ſide will believe me, Only ſuch a-pre- 
ſumption could put you upon this particular indiftment: of me : 
In. plea to which, I will only tell the naked ſtory, and leave the 
Reader to judge of your candid. dealings with me. Robers Parker 
(one that ought not, to be named by an honeſt Man but with a mark 
of nfamy) accuſed theſe eminent Ziſbops for placing the Church Au- 
thorityan the Prince. I vindicated them as well as I could, and as. 
I-thought, ſatisfatorily. All-that I there faid of them appear- 
ingly _ of an exception was, That in laying their Argument, 
they did not conſider. that fo ill-natured a Man-as Parker might at 
ſome time or other have advantage againſt: them : And 1 am: ſo far | 
frotn know ing it a fault, that I accuſe them of more incon/7- 
derateneſs of the ſame nature, (you may make- it their fault if you 
can) in that they did not foreſce. alſo, That ſuch a Book as. the 
Trenicum would come into the world ; taking occaſion from their 
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writings, and by their authority, to degrade and depoſe them z ex- 
preſly Tuking them a party againſt themſelves, and the inſtitution 
of their Epiſcopal Orderz and with as much perverſeneſs and il] nature 
as ever Robert Porkgr ated againſt them, And now, you ſee my crime, 
it is well if the offence does not lye the other way; in that I made 
Parker appear a defamer: the familiarities one, that I know, once 
had with his writings, taking them for his own, gives a ſhrewd ſuſpi- 
cion of it. 

Yes, but lay to their charge the bringing in a new ſort of Henri- 
cian Hereſie : which is as new to me, as the name it goes under. Hen- 
rician Hereſie! 1 amat a loſs to find who this Henricis, or Henricians, 
the Author of an old Hereſie, is. I have conſulted all my Books, as 
Epiphanius, St. Auſtin ; with others of the Ancients, that wrote of Here- 
ticks, as Irenenus, Tertullian, and particularly the Notes of Pamelizes up- 
on Tertulliars Preſcriptions againſt Hereticks ; where the Catalogue of 
them is explained ; and am ſtill as ignorant as when I firſt ſet out. 
Who can this Hereſiarcha be ? I conſider'd a little farther, and the 
word appearing Novel, I conſulted my modern Authors, down- to 
Eaward'sGangrena ; but neither fell nor fall appear*d here either. At 
laſt reading Dr. —_—_ Anſwer to Mr. Creſſey's Epiſtle Apologetical, 
Pag. 406, I found the Man, but in -great obſcurity, among the 
mouldy Papers in the Cortomian Library, And truly, Sir, tho? 1 will 
not preſume to offer to you any advice of my own; yet I will venture to 
recommend the advice which an excellent Friend of yours gaveto me, 
as he ſuppoſed, in the like caſe ; and becauſe I appear*d to him arin- 
telligible, it is your Advocate Dr. Burnet's, in his Letter that he 
was pleaſed once to write to me, pag. 7. Tow had beſt to do as another 
Emperor did , write of your ſelf, -and ulluſtrate your Epiſtle with Anne« 
rations, 

That which comes next is a flight of your wit npon the Yicar of 
Coſmus Blene and the Vicar at Rome; but falls as much ſhort"of it, 
as Coſmns Blene and Rome are diſtant from one another : But more ill 
nature accompanies it, (without which ſome have no wit at all) and 
you inſmuate that to attack you, is to be a Papsſt,” or at leaſt 'to be 
therr Friend, as certainly as the Devil is known by his cloves foot;, for ſo 
Dr. Burnet ſpeaks out in his laſt Letter; and farther adds, That we 
equally degrade Kings from their Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy, and at length 
will make them Reign at the mercy of the Church, and at the Popes conv 
zefie. The Dottor was in a heat during the whole time of his Epiſto- - 
lizing, and did not conſider immediate conſequences; for he brings 
Mr. Dean of St, Paul's as evidently into the premwrire, as he does me, 
and accuſes him of the ſame Popery ; who has declared himſelf to be of 
| 1 my 


( to) 
my judgment; and that the Church i a diſtinf# Society: And further, 
That I bave not produced one conſider able jr <nnathge 7» had not made 
wſe of ta that purpoſe, in a Diſcourſe publiſhed: above Twenty years ſonce, 
But if the Dottor and the Dean have no better Arguments to prove us 
Papifts, (as we are very well aſſured they have not) we may better 
dear the charge: I'll add, Or than theſe which are farther produced 
in the following part of the Paragraph ; tho? once thought to be ver 
good ones, *till my great humility, in writing my ſelf Vicar of Col. 
mus Blene better inforn*d you. As, Becauſe 7 proceed ſo like a judge 
» Controverſies, and after an imperious manner ſummon, by a kind of Cita- 
30n, &c. (lt teems then, that every judge of Controverlies is a Pope, 
and cach Citation is a Bull from Rome) or elſe, that my private Let- 
ter, begging a more full information from your own hand, ( for that 
was all which I deſoed of you in my Letter) is of the ſame nature 
as 2 Swermons or Citation from the Courts Eccleſraſtical ; and you ſuſpeCt- 
el; leſt an Anſwer to it, had been a declining your Dioceſar*s Autho- 
rity and: Furiſditzon. One of theſe, or all you mult be interpreted to 
mean., if you mean any thing; and chooſe whether you pleaſe , 
It'is pure Jrenicam all over, or the very Weapon-ſalve Doftrine and 
ion. Thus Men uſually run into the contrary extream, 
thinking thereby to atove for the firſt Error. And you who have 
before afferted- your Biſhop to be really void of Power, or a mere 
name without Authority ; now enlarge his Power as much too far, 
and make it 'a breach of Canonice! Obedience, to Write, or Anſwer 
a Private Letter, without his knowledge and Licence. | 
; However, notwithſtanding the. danger of Popery, (for you will cer- 
tainly ſay again, That proceed likg a judge of Controverſits, and ſum- 
anon "you" after an imperious manner by a kind of Citation, and you may 
as well ſay ſo now, as before) Pll venture to ask you Two Quelſti- 
ons more: 1. Where the crime- really lyes in proceeding Bkg 4 judge 
of Controverſies * does not every one that writes of Controverſies bes. 
cane a judge of, them? he ought to be ſo; or elſe he ought not to 
write about them. And if you had laid your calumny here, That I 
2M not fit to: write Controverſies, but undertake to be a judge when 
Fam not -qualified for one, and | wg it, you had. done ſomething 
more than every Traducer can do. Your Objection ſeems co-inci- 


dent with Dr. Burner's, in his rude Letter, which he ſent me, Decem- 

ber 20. 1684. Becauſe I publiſhed my Book, after 4 courſe of ſtudies, up- 

an full thoughts, aud a thorow conſideration ; or that I did not Print 1t, 

avhe does Manuſcripts, without fear or wit: or as he did his Letters 

in their defence; with- ſuch raſh, heady precipitancie, that he is 

forced to retract in one, what he wrote in another ; and each contone 
| i 
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its the other ;' as will appear in due place, 2.-Admit that I had. 
you a ſummons by citation to Anſwer ſuch Queſtions as 1 ſhould 
demand of you, ſuppoſing you in great Errors, and the Church of 
God had received great damages by your publication of them z yon 
of all Men ought to have taken the leaſt exceptions againſt me-for 
it, who in your 1renicam have enſtated me, as a Presbyter, and by 
virtue of my Orders, in full power for the doing of it ; as to 4 uw 
intend, inſpeit, preſide over, and govern the Churches ,, and from the 
authority and precedents Eccleſraſtical. So that it I had tranſgreſled, 
ſince Dr. Stilling fleet led me to it,, he need not have been ſo very harſh 
and ſevere upon me for it : Eſpecially, fince the utmoſt of my crime 
can amount no higher, than that it was done anclaſſically, ÞIl only res 
peat your own Words for my authority; Irenic. pag. 355. © That 
* they (iz. the Presbyters) concurred in governing the Church, and 
<& not only by their Council but Authority, appears from the general 
&« ſence of the Church of God, even when Epiſcopacy was at the 
© higheſt. Nazienzen ſpeaking of the Office of Presbyters, &rs avrup» 
« yiay x80 abyoy, 6&5 ny porta : he knew not whether to call it Afm-» 
&« try, or Superintendency ( the lofty Superintendamt of Coſmus Blene : 
« And thoſe who are made Presbyters, ini 24 agyer «vafeaipcr: iro 4H 
&* 2ex«X, from being ruled, they aſcend to be Rulers themſelves. And 
& their power by himis in ſeveral places called 4vy ay iyqueria, rw+ 
© cacia, rerdeiz* They are called by him woiperer, iegris, waeranen, 
& Teriralas, ipyo/)es. Chryſoftom gives this as a reaſon of St. PaaePs 
© paſling over from Biſhops to Deacons without naming Prez-yeers, #r4 
© £ TcAv 23 pico" x; 3 y avia Sifacraniey 2radederyptru, x Teravius 
< + zxxanvias* becauſe there is no great matter of difference betwixt 
© a Biſhop and Presbyters : For thoſe likewiſe have the inſtrution and 
& charge of the Church committed unto them. With more ;to this 
purpoſe produced by you, to ſhew that the Presbyter's power-is eve- 
ry way equal to the Biſhop's ; even to ſummon and cenfure the diſs 
obedient. And conſequently, upon your own terms, the lofty S:iperims 
rtendent of Coſmus Blene went not beyond his commiſſion, if it were 
true (as you {candalize him) on he did paper om oy and Cite 
you, in order to a recantation of your Error, as publi as the error, 
ſcandal, and offence given by it. - V = ? 
The next Character you affix upon me 5 not ſo. ealily to. be-born; 
or pardon'd ; [| This accuſer of his Brethren] becauſe the charaRter 
which 1s given to the Devil, &ev. xij. 10. and you repeat it over a- 
gain [4s my accuſer calls it.') I have made a very ſtrict examinati- 
gn of my. ſelf in that performance, and cannot find that I. have given 
any occalion- why you ſhould expoſe me-to mankind under fo odious 
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a Charatter. I am fo confident 'of my Innocency, that, in order to 
my Vindication, Pll here alſo tell the naked Story, and make my 
Enemies my Judges. Sixtcen years after the firſt publication of your 
Irenicum, ( for which, as you ſay well, many Men made allowance, con- 
ſfidering the ſcepticalnefi and injudiciouſneſs of Youth, and the prejudices of Edu- 
cation ) the Manuſcript that is there, and the moſt Scandalous part of 
it, ( made more Scandalous, by your declaring it to be the Senſe of our 
Church) was reprinted, with your order, in Dottor Burners Hiſtory 
of the Reſormation, as an authentick Record ; and with the Approbation 
of both Houſes of Parliament ( by the undue procurement of your 
Party ) affixed unto it, which, by the Ways you have declared to be 
the Mouth of the Church of England. And this wasdone without any 
caution or alteration, excepting for the worſe z becauſe concealing 
Cranmer*s (probable at leaſt,) Kerrattation, And about this time alſo 
Ar. Dean of Canterbury Preached before the Court, and afterward 
Printed DoCtrines to the ſame purpoſe, or rather more offenſive. 
Hereupon I apprehended a farther delign, than many were awareoff ; 
and not without Reaſon : For what, appearingly, adds more to the 
confirmation of theſe Doftrines, as the Senſe of our Church, than 
the approbation of both Houſes of Parliament, and the popular names 
of Dr. Tillotſon, and Dr. Stilling fleet ; and all this might make a greater 
impreſſion upon me, than on ſome others; becauſe I had for many 
years applied my Studies to ſearch after the Rights of the Church, .and 
that Power which our Saviow had veſted her withal, and appointed 
to be continued till his coming again : Eſpecially, I being not in the 
number of thoſe Subſcribers, who believe themſelves no ways obli- 
ped to defend what they have aſſented and conſented unto, I therefore 
reviſed my Coleitions, and digeſted them in that order, according to 
which they have ſince been Printed : where, as I make ſome refle(ti- 
ons upon you, ſol always refer to your own Words and Senſe to vouch 
them. And yet when my Papers came to London, all the Objeftions 
that I found to be made againſt them by ſome Learned Men, into 
whoſe hands they lighted, were occaſion*d by reaſon of your ſelf, 
and Dofor Till6tſon ; on whom I ſeemed, in their Eyes, to refletover- 
ſeverely. Hereupon I wrote a private Letter to you, ( ſince Printed 
before my Book ) the ſumm of which, is, to tell you the ground of 
that Charge I had laid againſt you, and that I conceiv*d Poſterity 
would be concerned by reaſon of your Writings in this Cauſe, ( not 
in my Writings, as you are pleaſed to miſreport me ) if no Publick 
I of the error be made by you ; further adding and 
defiring, - that you would inform me wherein I had wrongfully accuſed 


you ; engaging , upon due-notice , that I would expunge whatever 
was 
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was in my Papers, relating that way. To this you vouchſafed me no 
Anſwer, unleſs Scorn and Contempt ( enough of which came abroad 
every day) areto be reputed one; or the Epiſtle Dedicatory, publiſhed 
twoyears after ; which is only a Defamatory Libel. And now I appealto 
the whole World, Whether there is any thing in all this on my part that 
is Diabolical ; or that may fix upon me the Charater of ACCUSE R, 
in Capital Letters ? As alſo how unjuſtly you have farther flanderd me, 
with the Epithets of [mplacable, Whom no recantation will do good, Untra- 
(table &c.? or wherein any publick, ſcandal or offence us given by me ? 

If the Scandal ard offence be laid-here, ( and ſome have ſolaid it Y 
as expoling our own Members to the ſcorn of the common Adverſary, 
eſpecially in theſe divided times: Or if it be farther pleaded, That 
ſince our Church is well known, to have neither publiſhed nor counte- 
nanced any ſuch DoCtrines in her Articles, Homilies, Canons, Rubricks, 
&c. it had been much better and ſafer, to have palled over, and con- 
cealed ſome few, tho? heterodox Opinions of one or more particular 
Doors, which cannot be ſuppoſed to influence and debauch man- 
kind, againſt the judgment of a whole Church to the contrary, To 
this I anſwer. Thoſe always have been obſerved as the worſt of 
Hereticks, that ariſe among our ſelves, and within the Bowels of a 
particular Church : and they have the greateſt advantage to delude 
and ſeduce. St. Paul therefore gives DireCtions for ſevere proceed- 
ings againſt thoſe that are within, x Cor. 5. and by the parity of Rea- 
ſon, the Rule is to extend to other offenders, than thoſe there men- 
tion'd by him. And as to my own particular, I do here produce 
theſe following inſtances, whereby it will appear, that other Writers 
havetaken the ſamecourſe and method before me. | 

1. And Dr. Stillngfieet ſhall be the firſt, in his General Preface to an 
Anſwer to ſeveral late Treatiſes, &c. The learned Doctor having at 
large diſcovered ſeveral corruptions among the Romaniſts ; and more 
particularly in the point of Kepentance ;. they endeavor to: clear the 
honour of their Church, and thus argue : © That where the Church, 
<« hath defined nothing in her Councils, it is to no purpoſe to obje&t 
« that ſuch Doctrines are taught in it ; for thoſe who defend their 
© Separation from the Communion of a Church, by reaſon of its Cor- 
* rupt and Erroneous Doctrines, mult make it appear thoſe are taught, 
«by it, and the belief of them alſo exacted by its ſubjets. To whom 
he thus replies : © But ſuppoſing there were no ſuch foundation 
© for this Doctrine in the Council of Trent, as we ſee there is, 
* would there be no danger to Men's Salvation, if their Confeſlors 
* generally told them theſe things, and they knew it to be the general 
** Opinion among them? Is there no danger of falling into the Birch _ 
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_ & 2p blind lead the blind, wnleſs a General Council expreſly allow of it ? 
<5 there no danger of Empiricks and Mowntebanks, unleſs the whole 


© College of Phyſicians approve them ? And then he adds farther : 
« ] confeſs when we debate the cauſes of ſeparation from their Com- 
& munion, we think it then reaſonable to alledge no more than what 


- ©they impoſe on all to believe and praftiſe (and we have enough of 


<« all Conſcience without going any farther ; ) but when we preſent the 
& hazard of Salvation to particular Perſons, we may then juſtly 
© charge them with pernicious Doctrines and Practices, which are 
« received and allow'd among them, although not decreed by the 
&« Church in Councils. For otherwiſe it would be juſt as if one ſhould 
« fay toa Man, that asked him whether he might ſafely Travel through 
« fach a- Country ? Yes, without dowbt you may; for although there be 
& abundance of Thieves and High-way Men, yet the Prince or the State 
& never approved them, nor gave them liberty to rob Travellers. Doyou 
* think any Man would venture his Perſon or his Purſe on no better 
& ſecurity ? yet, ſuch ſecurity is all they can give, as to the Roman 
< Church; for they dare not deny the bad conſequence of the Doctrines 
& and Practices charged upon them, but only ſay, The Church hath 
& not decreed them. 

2. When Dottor Feremy Taylor publiſhed ſome Tenents concerning 
Origmal Sin, which _— tae Doctrine of our Church ; Dottor War- 
ner, Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter, wrote a Treatiſe againſt him, and de- 
tefted his error as openly as he had divulged it. A great deal might 
have been pleaded in the Dofor*s behalf; as much, nay, more than 
can be pleaded for any Man now a days ; ſuch was his eminency in all 
Learning, his great and daily ſervice for the Church in her preſent di- 
ſtreſs, he ſtanding almoſt alone in the gap, and in oppoſition to her 
many Enemies ready to deyour her, and ſtill gaping with their Mouths 
opon her : She was at a very low Ebb, and the Channels were ſeen at 
God®% chiding, at the rebuke of the blaſt of his Diſpleaſure. But none 
of theſe things moved the excellent Biſhop, or diverted his purpoſe. 
He knew full well, that ſuch breaches were advantageons to the com- 
fon Enemy ; and therefore the healing them by due Argumentand Au. 
thority, wasthe only way to ſtop their Mouths. And I have been in- 
formed, thoſe few Biſhops ſarviving in that diſmal overthrow of our 
Church, Summon'd the Dottor to the houſe of Dottor Dnppa, at Rich- 
mond, who was then Lord Biſhop of Sarum, where he ſubmitted, and 
made his acknowledgment. 


- 23, When ſome Puritanes at Fravkford, had oppoſed the Government 
and Lirwreyof our Church, and ſetup their ownin its room ; Dottor 


Cox firſt Sand then Dr. Horn, undertook them; notwithſtanding they 
were 
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werelittle better than baniſhed Men, and the Marier Perſecution raged' 
at home, which made England too hot for them all. No pleas of 
Peace and Unity ought to prevail for the complying with, and coun- 
tenancingpthoſe who oppole the received DoCtrines, and Conſtitutions 
of that Church, whereof they are Members; every good and knowing 
Man will withſtand ſuch to the face, although they do in many things 
unite with him againſt the common Adverfary. And thoſe that under- 
ſtand the nature and conſtitution of the Church of Chriſt, -as a diſtintt 
Society, and its obligations upon Chriſtians, believe alſo its Laws, 
equally eſtabliſhed and binding, when the Secular Power frowns upon 
and diſowns her, as when it maintains and protects her : and that cor- 
fuſion in all things ( as you are pleaſed to expreſs it ) or a Laxation of 
outward reward or penalties, gives n0 liberty to any one man to chooſe his 
own way ;, but much leſs does it authorize and indemnihe any one parti- 
cular Dottor, or more, to draw up new Schemes and Modes of Worſhip ; 
or make eaſier Terms than were be/ore required, for the bringing Men in unts 
them. Under theſe circumſtances Dillenters are lcaſt of all to be born 
with, and tenderneſs towards them is to have no place. And it is ju- 
diciouſly obſerved by the Author of Religion and Loyalty, Part 1. p. 566, 
that under the Reign of Julian the Apoſtate, the Church more itriftly 
united than ſhe had done before, in executing her Diſcipline, and that 
power which Chriſt bad enſtated on her ; ſhe then put an end to the vex+ 
atious Arian Controverſie, eſtabliſhed the Nicene Faith over all the Chriſtian 
World, and prevented new Schiſms and Fattions, that were at that time breaks 
ing oxt in the Chriftian World, And then to be ſure the Euſebian Latitude- 
Trimmers had no favour ſhewed them, becauſe of the preſent Confuſion, 

4- The Romiſh Dottors themſelves gave us theſe like inſtances z and 
the moſt ſober of them do not think, that their Unity (in which they ſo 
much boaſt) is violated, or any occaſion of Scandal and Offence given to 
thoſe which are withour, in that the errors of particular Dottors ( tho? 
otherwife deſerving from their Church ) are openly taken notice of 
and refuted ; but, on the other hand, conclude ſuch proceedings ne- 
ceſſary, and uſeful for the preſerving their Faith laudable in the vnity 
and peace of it. It is but the other day that Mr. Whize, and Mr. Sar. 
gent, ( who are known to have been great Zealots for Rome, in this 
Kingdom ) publiſhed ſome Tenents injurious ( as it was thought ) te 
the Romifſh Faith ; for this they were ſeverely cenſured, and a Book came 
out againſt them, Awtore M. Lomino Theologo, Printed at Gawnt, 1675; 
whoſe Title is, Blackloane Hereſis Hiſtoria & Confutatio, fo called from 
Blacklo, aname by which Wie uſed, fometimes, to be called. Upon 
this Publication, the Black/oi##s made great clamors, and not only they, 
but the Roman Catbolicks at large, and who were not engaged in the 
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Controverſie : As, That theſe were not times for Catholicksto write one 
againſt another, admoniſhing, that, Tempori ac Hereſi cedendum, way 
isto be given to the Time and the Hereſie together ; the danger of Schiſm 
is now hanging, over our heads, and that the Orthodox 'will be hereby 
laugh'd at by the Proteſtants, becauſe _—_ To whom Lominus, 


in his Preface, gives this anſwer, which 


ing of ſo full weight, and 


able to ſatisfieany Man in this or the like caſe, I will here Tranſcribe ; 


thus Tranſlated. 


Doleo vehementer hoc unicum 
Blackloiſtarum effugium (ultimum 
utique morientis jam ſectz gemi- 
tum, quo commiſerationem movent 
imprudentibus_ tam patienter au- 
diri, Itane vero ? nec detegendi, 
nec damnendi ſunt Novatorum er- 
rores, ne ſcilicet Phariſaicum arri- 
piant ſcandalum Hzretici, dicant- 

ne imperiti, Ecclefiam ob here- 

eon cenſuram eſle dividendam ? 
Ad quid ergo ſupra muros Jeruſa- 
lem poſuit Dominus cuſtodes qui 
tota die & noCtenon tacebunt? ad 
quid ſunt Epiſcopi & Paſtores, niſi 
ut Hzreſi obſtent, ac invigilent 
gregi; rationem pro animabus ſib1 
commillis reddituri ? fi oportet 
hzreſes eſſe, oportet ut hezreſum 
oppugnatores in Eccleſia non tace- 
amt. Fas ne erit Thome Albio & 
Foarmi Sargentio fidei Chriſtiane 
fundamenta convellere, & non lice- 
bit Georgio Leyburno, & Archi- 
epiſcepo Dublinienſs , hos ſcripto- 
res & 1llorum fautores redarguere, 
ac monere fideles, ut ſibi caveant 
a lupis ovina pelle conteCtis ? Diu- 
turna Schiſmata in Hereſin tandem 
converti, teitatur maximus Eccle- 
fix Door Hieronymw ; at nemo 
qui Orthodoxus eſt, dixcrit, per 
hereſum deteftionem ac damnatio- 


I much lament this only refuge 0 
the Blackloiſts (a the laſt groan of a 
dying ſctt, thereby to move pity from 
imprudent People )1s heard ſo P—_ 

Is # ſo then? are the errors of t 
Novwelliſts to be neither detefted nor 
condemned, left that Hereticks may 
take a Phariſaical Scandal, and thoſe 
that are unskilful ſay, The Church 
will be divided by reaſon of the cenſure 
of Hereſies * To what purpoſe then 
ath the Lord placed Watch-men upon 
the Walls of Jeruſalem, that ſhall not 
bold their peace day nor night ? For 
what uſe are the Biſhops and Paſtors, 
unlefs to withſtand Hereſie and watch 
over the Flock,; as thoſe that are to 
ive an account of the Souls commit= 
ted to them? If there muſt be Here- 
ſies, it 1s fit that the oppugners of He- 
_ in the Church do not their 
ongues, Shall it be lawful for Tho- 
mas White and John Sargent to pull 
in pieces the Foundations of the C þri. 
ſtian Faith, and ſhall it not be lawful 
for George Leyburn, and the Arch. 
Biſhop of Dublin, to reprove theſe 
Writers and their Abetters, and to 
warn believers, that they take heed 
to themſelves, by reaſon of Wolves in 
Sheeps clothing ! That eminent Do- 
for of the Church, | ng doth 
witneſs, that daily Schiſms at length 
nem 


hs . as \ ans be 
4%>.< CO POIERY a? "A 


AS 


nem gigni Schiſmata, Fidei Ca- 


- tholice unitas, corporiſque Eccle- 


h# compago, & in non 
zzeo contiſtit,ut nullusa fide cadat, 


»nullos . Herefin doceas, fed in co 


maxime, ut caſus non diſſimuletur, 
aut pravum dogma cum ſana Do- 
frrina non confundatur ; reſcindi 
oportet membrum putridum, Pri- 
uſquam corpus corrumpatur z ex- 
eat igitur expellaturque a nobis 
innovator, etf1 olim noſter fuerit. 
Scio charitati Chriſtianz maxime 
conſentaneum eſle, ut infirmos in 
fide foveamus ; ſed Charitari Chri- 
ſtianz minime' contrariumeſt, imo 
valde conforme, ut alienos a fide 
& calamo & cenſuris feriamus. 
Eoque vel baculo paſtorali inſig- 
niti funt-Epiſcopi, Apoſtolorum 
Succeſlores. Dum baculo & cala- 
mo mtitur Eccleſia contra hereti- 
cos, ſana & una eſt fides, nec tam 
delicate ſunt oportet fidelium au- 


res, vt diſputantium ſono ac ſtre- ſors of rhe 
_ comra ingruentes hzreſes of. ſtoral St. 


danurs in caſtris ſumus, in 
caſtris inquam Eccleſiz militan- 
tis, & merito jrridetur is miles, 
qui armorum itrepitumnon ferens, Esr 
przliorum id Zens adhortamenta 
reformidat. 


But why ſhonld I wonder at 
bold with the beſt of Xings 


"Cord. 


dezmmat ion 0 The whity of 
the Catholick, Faith, and cloſe Cer 
Sera b glory Am 
ana its mmtegrity, doth 

this, That none fall frm the Faith, 
or none teach Hereſie ;, but herein 
ofeciat, That the Fall be not difſem- 

d. gre mae 
be mot confounded with the ſound; « 
rotten Member on to be car off, 
rather rhan the —_——_— 
tet tort Ine . 
expelled from 1s, yr 
urine 7 wi rf ty agree- 
mg with the Chriftian Faith, that we 
nouriſh rhe weak. in the Faith ; bee it 


hed hen Chriſtian Cha. 


every ways conforming thi 
icy Yrpire fre Ago Cinſerei, 
ſuch us are Strangers to the Fairh, 
And therefore rhe Biſhop , and Succeſe 


les, Noe alſo # Pa. 

committed memo them, 

When the Church uſes the Staff anal 

the x a ſand; now Hereticks, rhe” Faith 

Rm be "rhe 
ch 


5 of rhe 

robe 2 nded wich rhe fond ang 
of thoſe that aſpace againſt n= 
coming in upon us , we are inthe 
of the Church milicant, pr trade ery 
dher is deſervealy laught at, who net 

the noiſe of Armes, % for? 
the provocations of Bantels of rhat NA 
fare. 


our dealings withme, ſince you are fo 
Men ? I mean Charles the Firft, and the 


Flartyr ; enter lo tte: 6 - 


(18) 
Fhich he always oppoſed, viz. That, the Form of Church-Government is 
muzable : Or Boe 15 mo rndke Fon of -damams preſcribed in the 


Word, It is theleaſt that he meant by thoſe Words, that you take the 


confidence to produce, or that any Man can interpret him to have 
meant by them ; and this will appear all along in his ſeveral Writings, 
and Declarations of his Judgment in the point. I will at preſent, for 
evidence of it, confine my ſelf to his Majeſty's final anſwer concerning E- 
piſcopaty, deliverd in to the Commiſſioners of Parliament, the firſt of Novemb. 
1648. where he contends for the /mmutability of the two Orders of Bi- 
Jbops and Presbyters, to whom he aſſignsdiſtint, appropriated, incom= 
municable Offices and Afts; and bottoms it, firſt, upon the Scri- 
ptures, and then upon this very Apoitolical primitrve Prattice ( which 
you ſay he recommended only as a decent rule to your Arbitrary Mo- 
dellers of Church-Governmert, to be followed by them, as they ſhall be 
pad ) reſolving in his own practice never to vary from it : Or 

the true application of your Words, Whoſe ſufferings could never makg 
him warp from what his judgment direfted. And the injury you have done 
to his Sacred Memory - | Reputation ( as alſo to the Church of Eng- 
{end will be farther notorious to him that conſults the Twelfth and 
laſt Chapter of his Royal anſwer ; where: he tells the Commiſſioners, 
That, until one of theſe three things can be clearly evidenced unto him, 
(viz. )Either that there ts no certain Formof Church-Government preſcribed in 
the Word: or, If there be, that the Civil Power may change the ſame as they 
ſee cauſe ;, or, If it be unchangeable, that it was not Epiſcopal, but ſome other ;, 
he thinks himſelf excuſable in the judgment of all reaſonable Men, if he can- 
210t as yet bt induced to the utter aboliſhment of that Government inthe Church, 
which be found bere ſetled to his hands, which bath continued all over the 
Cbriftian World, from the times of the Apoſtles, &c. Now, his Majeſty 
never did receive any fatisfaftion from them in any of theſe three 
things, as he farther Jeckares, and thereupon complains of their ſoy- 
meſs and unwillingneſs to diſcover their minds in a matter of ſo great and ne- 
ceſny conſequence : And therefore, he cannot be conceived to- have 

owed C hurch-Government to be changeable ;, or that Humane, or Chri- 
ftian prudence hath any thingto do. inthe erecting or aboliſhing of any 
one ſort of it , as Dodtor Stilling fleet repreſents him to have done. 
Some modes in the execution might, but the two orders did not fall un- 
der time and cireumſtences, in the opinion of this wiſe King, and emi- 
nent Martyr. I confeſs, how it would have fared with his Majeſty, .as 
to theſe points, if the great boldneſs and reſolution, which fince ap- 
peared in our Kettor of Sutton, had been in the Commiſſioners, tho-in a 
lefſer meaſure, is uncertain. Or had Providence ſo order'd it, that 
bimſelfin perſon had been in Commiſion with them , Who knows:bak 
"Vet 4 at 
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(19) 
that he might have made a Convert of his Majeſty, and become thereby 
an happy inſtrument in preventing the moſt horrid of Murthers, 
which was, within a very little while after, committed upon him : 
For in all hkelihood, if the Xing would have ſubmitted in any one of 
the forementioned points, the Scandal and Diſhonour in cutting off his 
Head, had never falln upon theſe three, thereby moſt unfortunate, | 
Kingdoms. It is certain, that he oppoſed the change of the Government © 
in the Church, as well as in the Srare, with his laſt Blood. But I ſhall 
have another opportunity to inſiſt more at large on theſe things, in 
my Vindication of his Majeſty, and the moſt eminent Biſhops and Do- 
tors of our Church, whom he hath defamed all at once, in that laft 
Chapter of his {rericam, which I intend to make publick in a little 
time, if God give me Health, and my Superiors give me leave, and 
therefore ſhall forbear at preſent. Pllonly add, 9-0 
That ſince you have dealt thus familiarly and plainly with a Xmg, 
and profeſs to have aſſumed your errors from him, I hope your Friend 
Dottor Burnet will not fall foul upon me any more, for want of Modefty; 
or for being over-lofty ; becauſe I once borrowed 4 Figure from a Crowned 
Head, and Lan to my ſelf an- inſtance of Policy, that a King of 
Iſrael once uſed. ' A crime which I do not think ſo great ( in any 
eye, but the worthy Dofor*s, ) as to need a purgation, tho? he urgeth it 
over and over in his Letters, Ic is our Duty to imitate the Kingof Kings 
in Heaven; and there is ſomething in his Yicegerents on Earth, "whic 
may become our imitation alſo, It is true, that ſome attributes in God 
are incommunicable, and unimitable ; to attempt them is the _— 
of preſumption : and ſo have Kings their Prerogatives, which no Sab- 
jeftcan copy out but by /mvaſion : And yet the Divinity is again imita< 
ble in other attribxtes, and ſo are Kings too, in many of their Perfettions ; 
and in none more than in their common rules of Policy and Reputati- 
on, orin thoſe advices of the like nature with this which was given 
to — viz, Thzt he would not imploy his Strength againſt Da- 
vid, who was already at his Footſtool ; or attempt a Victory by which 
no advantage could return to him. But it is very uſual with a-ſfort 
of Men, to make ſhews and jealouſies for ſome things, as the incloſures 
of Princes, which are not really ſuch, or bring no benefit and ſecurity' 
unto them : And again, on the other hand, tread upon that which is 
really ſacred and ſeparate; when they?ll inrode and invade without 
any icrupletheir Crowns, Dignities and Prerogatives. There are a ſort 
of Men, who ſtart at the biting of a Flea upon a King's hand, and 
with no concern pour out his Blood upon the Scaffold, They come too 
near Kings, that doit without a Figare, who ſtain their ſacred Memo- 
mes, by imputing to them their-grofler -Errors; :who aflault their 
BU D 2 Guards, 
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Guards, and canine their Perſons, or lead vp 4 Field Corvanicle again} 
them, It \ Bonde 20) why: Apboriſns of Kin Fay the Nn of 
ſelf fr © Dok Hale | Bf 10g appt- 
on - may .1ay _m_ 

—_— a They 2 But nevertheleſs I have made it to 
wy ſelf; and do CE. it 1 have imitated both the Warlike 
Kung of Thad, and the Wiſe King of England; and it was part of 
my- deſign in Tobliting my Diſcourſe of Church Power (which is the 
very bottom, of the Deothor's courſe Behaviour towards me.) to give 
caution to the «A. of Eng ious, that they beware of their Friends ; 

i.e. a ſortof P hofrs hun} lves, who go to the Houſe of God With 
them a4 Friends, but betray and giveup the Zights and Powers of the 
Church of God to the will of its Enemics z and if they*it do this, they 
need not fear what their Enemies can do unto them. And I am certain 
withal, that, that, Wiſe Prince, if he were again among us,would account 
we neither imwmode#t nor lofty, for imitating his Prudence, and uſing his 
Lphori/m. But i wy __ be too lofty, and Application extraordinary,in 
comparing my s, Doftor Burnet's, Fame i 18 2s Much too low 
apd. mean on the _ when he compares. the Xing of Enge 


lend; to.2 Poſtillion:;, for { he calls Henry #111. The Poſtillion of the Kee 
ncludes the Character to befit him too, in his Preface 


formation, and co 
to. his Hiſtory of i the. Reformation, &c. Surely, however, the waxed Boots 


474. oyle ndyoge way Luther, or whoever it was repreſented him in 
© Robes no ways becoming that, great and magnificent 

C MINERS ity of Mdjeſty, ut the merit: of the Ke- 

þ a Lim ph abetal thereby. The Poſtillion is al- 
together.  direQon, = under the diſcipline of one in. the Box, 


with a Laſh in-his hand, and is really bis Awige, Gu- 
dernator, fits at the Helm. pox him - And if you had called. this 
great King, the Coachmen of the Reformatiav, the Metaphor had been 
much-more apt, and agreeable, Apite.! reaſon of the Figure: fails 
alſo; for, the Refarmazion W600; mage at the rate, and; with de- 
ſigns, as when Men ride through thin : That: ſaits a; Deſperada 
_ better, and deſcribes one as makes ſtrength the Law-of  abbice, 
regards neither bt-nor wrong; but. the aimof the Refarmatior 

_ remove wr filth and mire, and; purge it away, by caſtingoff the Pope*s 
wy hog 6 ang: other encroachments z and:to re-aſſume- that: ſupreme 
Rightof our. Kings, annexed by the anteceding Laws of our Land to. 
hy Coe ba, lan Ang ſince he has lighted® on ſo unſeemly a: Simi=. 

the prddle, the Scauinger of the Reformation had: 


—_ Ep Kbete, Furthermore, I will, appeal to: 


| | the whals World, whether it be not more — 
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( 21) | | 
King in his haudable Aftionsand Policies, per by himasa Man; 
than to reſemble him to ſo baſe and 2 perſon, as a Poſtillion is 
known to be: The Dodtoy very well knows, that this is one rule always 
to be obſerved in taking a Aderaphor, That it be not from any thing 
filthy or ſordid, ially when the Tranſlation is to Kings ; and it is 
very much to his. diſrepute, that he who valnes himſelf at ſo great a 
rate for his ile «nd oratory, ſhould ſo grolly fail in the common and 
known rule of a'Similitude. And yet I will not be over raſh, and im- 
pute all to his, miſtake. The intimacy that he ſays he had with My. 
William Petit, Councellar of the Inner-Temple ; and that he had his Aſ- 
liftance and Legons, as totheLaws and Cuſtoms of this Nation, in write 
ing his Hiſtory of the R ; 


eformation, give ſome ſuſpicion, that he-might 
have no very high thoughts of our Kings. Mr. Petirs late Printed Book 
indicates too much of his Temper, and his choice of Door Buynet ; 
for the gelling and publiſhing his Coleftjovs, argue: too much of Do- 
ftor Burns alſo. ; _—_ there's no queſtion to be made, but that they 
conſulted together, as, in order to the compoling of the Hiſtory of the 
Reformation of the Church, ſo, for the writingof that Hiftory of the-Res 
formation of Kings, which Mr. Perit a little after publiſhed under the 
Title of, The Ancient Rights of the Commons of England, &c, in the Pre- 
_—_ which, he delivers this as an undoubted and an——_— ſtory. 
Brit armos populus magna ex parte principatum tenet, Nag, 4- 
6. De ater rnke furs —_—— de majoribus onnes. ons p. 
Britains, the People have the Government for the moſt part, The [_Prinees] © 
conſult concerning the leſſer things, bus [All] concerning the greater. 
further ſays, That Parliaments were inſtituted to hear determine the 
Complaints, and the wrongful Afts of rhe King, the Queen, and their Chil- 
dren. Now all this very well agrees with the of the Poſtillion ; 
and we may alſo hence conclude, That it was not from the Dottor's prin= 
ciples of Government, but ſome other particular intereſt ( which is calily 
diſcerned ) that he publickly declared as the X5ng*s-Bench in Weib- 
zinſter-Hall, He: did not believe that part of the late moſt. helliſk Plot, 
againſt the Perſon and Dignities of our late Sovereign King Charles 1, 
of bleſſed Memory, which was laid for ſeizing his Perſon,,and giving 
him oy ſome due Chaſtiſement. cd, 

Your diſingenuity to your Superiors in t ch, is as great .2s 
your injuſtice to King Charles the Finſ : of which an higher Eaſtance 
cannot be given, than to repreſent them! as Patrons to- your Errors, 
becauſe they have been civil to your Perſon. There 15, I ſoc, great care 
to be taken.of treating ſome Men with common kindneſs : the argyu= 
ing ſeems more particularly-unbecoming thoſe of your Complexion, or 
Aoderation”, whoſe remperamentum ad pondws, or jalt mixture, conliſts 


in 
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(22) | 

In this, viz. To i#dulge every Man in his particular ent, and 
treat him with: a fair converſe, when retaining quite di ſemi- 
ments from him. And I am i) rene gg we your ſelf willtake it very 
ill from that Man which ſhall call you Phaxatick, becanſe you have 
trimmed for them, and drawn up a ſcheme of comprehen and had fo 
frequent meetings with them at Dottor Burton's C - Beſides, 
the grand Caſe at the King®s Bench-Bar at Weſtminſter-Hall, laſt Sum- 
mer, has made it fully appear, That a Man may be under a heavy guilt, 
and yet, ſuch be the circumſtances as to perſons and things, that his 
Swperiors cannot, with prudence, call him to an account, and retri- 
bute to him his condign puniſhment ; nay farther, ſo hard may the 
were! from be to enforce from them a civil. treat, and with more 
eſpecial f. 


ec 
You plead, That before the Church was re-eſtabliſhed, you received 
Epiſcopal Orders from an excellent Biſhop of this Church : which may be 
true ; and Iqueſtion not but that it 1s: But it is no proof that you 
were then an Epiſcopal Divine, Several in thaſe days took that we 
dent way, upon this conſideration; becauſe, tho' ſome denied a Pre/= 
= to be a Biſhop, yet all own*d a Biſbopto be a Pregbyrer 3 and con- 


4equently muſt accept of your Ordination : The dsvine Ti Right 


of the Biſhop, and fmgular Power, enſtated on him by Chrif,, might not 
be ks wc) by — that aCtion. | 

And in the laſt place; you are very unjuſt to me, in adding to all 
your other Calumnies, this one, viz. That Iam therefore ſo ſevere unto 
you, and enhaunſe your ſuppoſed crime, becauſe an Oyeocr my ſelf ; 
as if it were ſome atonement for my own miſcarriages, to be always finding 
Fault with my Brethren. And tho? this Scandal be of lefs concern to 
the publick, than thoſe other which you laid upon the Royal —_ 
and your Church Governors; yet it is every way as groundleſs and falſe, 


Whatever my other failings have been ; yet I dare appeal to, and do- 


provoke my greateſt Enemies to produce one inſtance wherein I have 
declined, or warped from any one publick duty, interpretable to be 
incumbent me, as a Subjett or a Church-man: But thoſe Men that 
anſwer by Reproaches, and purge themſelves by Recriminations, 


muſt be allowed to make uſe of all the Topicks that are within that: , 


compaſs; and to improve their deſign by the general advantages it 
tenders to them. Amethod uſed by your predeceſſor Dr. Burnet, who 
x this manner diſcharges his Gall upon me. You are pleaſed to-ac- 


, ew at you received Epiſcopal Orders in the late Confu- 
Jn nnd think © picopal uf, 


Tifficient to vouch your early Zeal for our Church 
and Epiſcopacy. I can ſay more, That in the year 1658, I was made 
@ Deacon by that molt warthy Father and reverend Prelate, Briay, me 
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| Lord Biſbop-of Sarum ; and within chat year had the further Power of. 


(23) 


the Prieſthood conferr'd upon me ; And by virtue of this power I ſerved 
the Church in the daily Afimſtrations, according to -the- Rubricks and 
Law eſtabliſhed, but not proteed, among us, the ſecular Power be- 
ing diſenabled to do it, by reaſon of that moſt horrid Rebellion which 
was then proſperous. I ſerved the Church when ſhe was not able to 
reward me; when without a proſpect of it; and have had the honour 
to attend Mr. _ Gunning, at _— Chapel, with the Chalice : One 
that then look*d the Tyrant in the face, »þ '® woke Oily 8 

and whom the Church of God, in anti- ein K- Rr fps 
ent times would have placed among Sep4s moa/5Tow winn 4vy) per” 
her moſt renowned Martyrs, tho? he #7155 74 O16 5 Tais over 
died in his Bed, full of years and ho- a7 vaarmrote: kefur et uy 
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-nour but the other day ; being Lord Bi- ud)G- drandihile, fu Sus 


of Ely. And thus I have anſwer- # ricw dvd + flor drav)e Te5s 

ed thoſe little pleas you have given in 3 9 # iZdv Tegoxixmm Clem. 
for your ſelf; and wiped off thoſe Ca- $9 4: Þ 480. 
lumnies that you laid upon me ; and finiſhed my firſt part. 

Secondly, 1 ſhall make it appear that the account you give of your 
Trenicum, 1s not fair nor true, and that you conceal your crime as 
much as in you lies in the repreſentation ; the Deſign and Plot of it 
being moſtly laid, if not altogether, againſt the Church of England, 
And this I undertake to make good in theſe following Particulars,  -: 

1, The main ſubject of your preſent debate, you ſay, is this, Whe- 
ther any one particular Form of Church-Government be ſctled upon an unal- 
terable divine Right, by Virtue whereof, all Churches are bound to: obſe 
that individual Form ?_ or, Whether it be left to the prudence of every pack 
cular Church, to that Form of Government, which t- judgeth moſt 
onduceable within tt ſelf, to attain the end of Government, the Peace, Or- 
der, Tranquility, Setlement of the Church ? as is to be ſeen in the latter 
end of your Preface, and Part r. C. 1. Set. 1. pag. 4. The firſt youde- 
termine in the Negative, the ſecond inthe Affirmative ; the iſſue of both 
is this, That God by bis own Laws hath given Men a Power- and Liberty, to 
derermine the particular Form of Church-Government among them; (you had 
done well if you had produced this Law of -God, and what the ex- 
preſs words of it are; none other being ſufficient for a laſting divine 
inſtitution by your own Rules : but this is your yore 445/@ ) That 
tho? one Form of Government be agreeable to the word, it dath not follow ther 
another 15 not ;, or becauſe one us lawful, another u unlawful, but one Form 
may be more agreeable to ſome parts, places, people, and time, than others are : 
That the. caſe is the ſame as to Church Government, whether by many jaywd 
togerber in an equality, or by ſubordination of ſome perſons um others, as it 
es L | * 
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Part. 11. "On ba. Se. hence it js as plain .and obvious as 
words and conſequences can make it; That bythe Law of God, en- 
ſtating Mankind with this perpetual indefeCtible Power, the Inde- 
pendant Congregational Form of Government, is equally to be received as 
the and Claſſical ;, and either of them, as. the Epiſcopal and 
the Papal, hath as firm a bottom as any of them all ; any one of them 
ought to be called, and reallyis, the Church of Engla and of God, 
within this Dominion , if the Paſtors, or the Magiſtrate, or (when 
theſe are knockt oth? "head ) the People, or any one prevailing inte- 
reſt or fation, ſhall appoint and ſetle it among vs. So that now 
you are. for a Toleration of ſeveral Forms of Government, by the Aut 
of the Church of England: And A pain whence our Sects hr when 
with ſo mnch confidence they n .-, ay ones having obtain- 
ed an indulgence from his late Des kt the Charch of 
England,they meant according to rencum. And indeed 
according to this Principle of yours, fer: 1 Baxter” Corventicle in 
St, Martin's Pariſh in the Fields, was once as much of the Charch of Eng- 
lard, as Dr. ect*s Cherch in St. Andrews Holborn :- Neither is 
thisthe only Caſe that they uſe your Authority i 0, thereby to rend in 
Pieces this Charch ; and 1 did not ſpeak peak improper] y, Nor without rea- 
fon, when I called that Treatif tiſe an wnhucky This ifſue is-plainly 
and clearly ſet down by Mr. Hobbs in his Levine Part III: Cap. 42. 
Pag- 299, 390. and upon your vefy es, to whom you had an 
Eat no doubt ; © From this lis confolidarion of the Rights Politick and 
« Eccleſiaſtick in Chriſtian Sovereigns, it is evident they have all manner 
© of Power over their Subjects, that can be given'to Man, for the Govern- 
< ment of Mens external ACtions, both in Policy and Religion ; and may 
«rake fuch Laws, as themſclves ſhall jud fittsft for the Government 
* of their own both-as they arethe Common-Wealth, and as 
*rhey arethe Church : For both Church and State are the ſame Men, 
( which is your very notion, as will cen tg .) *1f they picaſe 
« therefore they may { as many Chr now. do ) commit 
< the Government of their Subjects in marters of on to the Pope ; 
< but then the Pope is. in that point ſubordinate to them,” atid exer- 
< ciſesthatcharge in anothers Dominion, jare civiti, in 


theripht of the 
« Acharya oft afiemben Gods rig oF nl oro thon a 
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. the Independant and Socinian ſaw, _ conſider®d full well, 'and upon 
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& jects ſhall think it neceſſary. They may alſo, if they pleaſe, commit the 
< care of Religion to one ſupreme Paſtor, or to an Allembly of Paſtors, 
<« 2nd give them what power over the Church,' or over one /another, 
6 they think moſt convenient-5 and: what- Titles of Honour, \as of Bi- 
* ſhops, Archbiſhops; Prieſts or Presbyters, they will 5 — and theſe 
* Rights are incident to all Severeigns, whether Monarchs or Aſſem- 
& blies : For they that are repreſentants of a Chriſtian People,are repre- 
& ſentants ofthe Church ; for a Church and a Commonwealth of Chri- 
& ſtian People, arethe ſame thing. ' The inconſiſtences and moſt perni- 
cious, inſufferable canſequents'ot this Principle, / are abundantly repre- 
ſented to the World, by a moſt judicious: Hand, inthe Caſe f the- 
Church of England, Part III. more particularly pag. 246; 247, &c. 

2. You deny Epiſcopacy in particular, or a —_— of Power in the- 
Miniſtry, to be by the Laws of Chriſt, always'biagding and immuta- 
ble; wherein you oppoſe, to be ſure, the Church of: d: And fur- 
ther, the overthrowing the itamntable Right of Ep/eopacy, ſeems to 
be the-main thing youaimat 'throughout the whole Niſcourſe, (('tho? 
you pretend more; for the management of which, you all along 
wingle- Fire and Water together, urging any thing that wilt give a 
varniſh, or make a ſhew of Argument in order to it, tho? really de- 
ſtruQive to the common'Chriſtianity we all profeſs ; but either Bght- 
ly touch, or deſignedly paſs by, the moſt 'credible motives; even 
demonſtrations to the contrary ;/ even thoſe which have' been ow[fd 
for ſuch by your ſelf in the like caſes; This will appear to hint that 
weighs theſe following Conſiderations. M1 
: To/avoid this prelatical Power, or Superiority of our Biſhops, you tell 
us, That tho it be proved that the poſter had 4 Swperiority Order, and: 
Furiſdittion overtthe | Paſtors of the Chi eh errce fo ſt ; yet it -nmeſt- 
be farther proved, That it was Chrift®s intention, vhat | Saperiority | ſhould 
continue in their Succeſſors, or it makes nothing to rhe purtoſe, Part 1. 
Cap. 1. F. 8. pag. 25. Where, you do: not conſider, "That tho? it be 
proyed that St..Pezer and the other Apoſtles had, by an Att of Chriſt, 
the power of the Keys delivercd unto them, andthereby were inveſted, 
intheir Perſons, with the 44n/terial Authority ; upen the fame 
terms, it muſt be farther proved, That it' was Chriſt's [ntention that 
the ſame power ſhould continue in their Succeſlors, or it makes no 
more to the purpoſe for-a ſettled Adiniftery, than it does for a fix- 
ed Epiſcopacy 3/ and this fame Argument which. overthrows a S#- 


periority of: Charch-men over. one another, for want of an Expreſs 


of Chriſts intention to" continue! it always, overthrows alſo the' 24-* 
mftry it ſelf, both having the fame bottom. and alike promiſes. "This 


your 
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r 0a grounds rejett them. beth, hed meleramagpts] 
auſe there as, 89 expres Texts. declarigg; their Perpetuity.. - 
Os agromablemnongh, Bk; tn Keber of Sereot;z wrhor as hgmakes 
all. Goſpl- Laws for Chuech-Gavernment: art E/aheot, to Wiftrinfter- 
Hall: '\gis-he to; he; ſuppoſes 19: —_— hang cm perpetuſy obliging; 
except thoſe that are made and conveyed in the Hal-Phrafe, and by its 
Precedents, with.an-exprefs Derlaration, Entoibine them upon the Heirs 
and;Succeſſprs- for ever. 
H—— Apoſtolical praſtice ſtill preſſes. youibard,. wboſe-farce, 
ax ER ang; c- _ our, Saviour, ſeen infer a di 
VIDE CE E&m 4OT;b8 heing: apparent' a yond Contras 
diction, 'Thet- the he heſid. were mnveſbed. with a Superiority. beyond 
Biſhops and: Pres vers, and did. accordingly execnte 1t, ) Hereupon, 


-.. with'a deep, d but very Supgriical - Policy, that is, eably feen 


+ thrqugh and. batted, :yon.. placetheis, juridic rial Afts and Pra- 
thek other As and Pradticesof theirs, that were pure- 
© hugecaioneh and with.regard:to thapreſent timesand aww apr 
a5, abſtaining from reap, fraugled, catingor not evi, the 

 ardep. off Widaws,, tha Love-Kifh,, Celtbagy, St. Pauls working with 
awn, Hands, Preaching the Goſpel, freely " Cromn oumeifing: Timothy, &c. wr 
which arecconfclledly watadle, and oh alter ina very little-tioe, ; both, 
ip-their Praftice and Qbligation.. . But ous Error is not. only in.rang+ 
ing; theſe: quite” different Praftices,, under:the ſame head and: order, 
whoſe diſtant natures are-ſo plain and-obvious ; but in: that. you do nat: 
conſider that the Lord's Day and Infant-Bapts/m, will, for the fame 
reaſon, come underthat head of Hudifferencies, and Pratticesmutable : 
and.thercio ( beſidesthe ill conſequences.in Religion). you plainly con+ 
tradict, your {elf,; who-tell ws ab therſame time, and in. the-ſame\ Se+ 
Qion,) Candin doing of. it dart.your ſelf thnough with. your owni Wea-. 
non); That tho' there be no particular expreſs Revelation. for... the: 
Lords Day and Infant-Bapriſm ;. yet. Prattice Apoſtokeal, or of Perſpns, 
Luided by, an Infallible Spirit, 35 ſuffent to.enaltand: declare. them por- 
peually: oþliging,. For, ſurely, Apoſtolical_pretiice,. graded by an in- 
allible Spiritz, 15 equally manifeitfon a Superiority in the , ias for 
thoſe twa-:  Itiis far:mprenotarious /and frequent;; . but. your ot-ther: 
was laid-againſt the-[mmw ability, of Epiſcopacy, engaged. yau-to: take 9! 
go rand Pare Set. 3. —— $.. 20. "A 

Fa t may. be: every: ways: In; 
and; wholly. Baflle: andcdefont; all Plex: far a Do 43 
Right. from! Apaftaliow, Pr a/tieer.in the: point af: Epycapary 3. you "go | 
an-in a ſure way; treading: Anuguary under.your Foot,, and i gy" 
the moſt- holy. Priiitivx - Biſbops and-Confeſſors. of: Def 
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y and Repupmincy, that !Attcby t6bt dit thetr 
the Face" RR , youfay in fo 
| havb rb tertainty of Apoſtolichl x 
oo ha Rt is for. wy bulite$'to arg þ et, 
but to/ <vllect Joly particular Ons, or rather towrite the Riſto- 


of might here 'xepl Aaron 
2 Flew ny nn ay a i its Obi ee Leven x. rye 


net we tgs P'Sr know their Apron Mehr $ gr Ch nu 
hath all 7s received the _ mes Seri of the Sevhur es.” IT 
Faith add anyyr Ame the repute and” integrity 0 e 
holy Biſhops, Martyrs and Confefſr: Our Church oe. "Bed | 
1y does fo, #2d they are her Rake In' pformn both: "i 
when'the Aithority of fome Bodks of the New Ainkbocs 
#1 queſtion, the Tradition no ok 
they rentain ſuch vpon that Peſtimbdy, 'it thtlkccount'of the whole 
Chriſtian World 'to- this day. And why'thtn' i _—_ 'the farhe evidence 
defetive and 1efs authoritative prad rt and* ſenlg 
i ret oe] TE gets the Seriphietes 
ther Avth their Setiſet0 d Entbaſraft, to uncer- 
rainties and cohjecrturth'; prope doret Gerney 
terit;] heady and Jceprien-nidertaker - And thitds it co | & 
fo »moh work- is-made for a Cabſthns, a Simeon Met = 
the very Facchns de Vora me © the © ; Ohh, tho/e 
thirk to -1 aa row bay 
by Se Rae 

Nh OCT # NY 0 he dr bf Aith i bot 
Fonndetithi, i; eaft down, and What tan ae Ribhtidls lo? Hh Hence wa 
many himlics and Forgeries bf Metts: 
nions fit] tp our Bodies'of Divinity (ard - or at fr of Con: 
nicht,” 8s xDivine Rights 6/16 portenrvs any of t! 
ow mers to ML '{ Won Cr but Hts cove 

' Qtr Citrch of opt Fi (in Her Rifor 
raikty atd ſifficiency ir! the Yrs Nur urns ph ead = | 
that matter of FaCt' is faithfily ttanſfinitted down unto us, itt the 


tree ys ft Hoſptures © criptures and Apoſtolical PraCtice, borh 'in ttiatter 
of D&ttrin won receiv by the 
Civit/Power, abd made Law - port dom vpon theſe termsalgne ; 

uit; As latrohntd on the Sei od New Te/tavent oh 


the CathoBth_ Fathers * At hed Pie 3 have thence tollefte2, 

larly wr the Four firſt General ret. or ary other Comncil, X. Bethe. 
the, Cap." I. Sect: xxxvi. © And” yet npon a Scandalous Interp tion 
of 'E (- Hit, "Ecckſ.- Lib. $* Os 44) Perveruing' Senſe, 


— 
———_—_— 
—_—_— m—_— 
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i ren! he mm and deſign, ( whichis to ft forth 


the Su ; immediately from the Apoſtles, over.the known 
Parts of Chriſtendom. Ton blaſt. the credit, of al quity, and that 


with as much ſhow of rancor and contempt, as the ſcornfulleſt man- 
ner. of expreſling your ſelf 'can declare. , ** What becomes then (with 
our: Reftor Lf ſees Piercy Dory rpc Line of. Soren of 
+» RUnopS of levera ches,. and the large Diagram made of A 

& Dale Churches with: every. ones name. ſet down in On 
< asif the Writer had been Clarexceaux to, the Apoſtles themſelves ? 
« Is it come to. this.at .laſt,, that we have nothing certain, but what 
«* we haye in the, Scriptures ?. And muſt then Tradition be our rule to 
*.interpret Scripture; by.?;. An, excellent ,way to find out the truth, 
jc pal bp rata ro ghar LL uy flo 
- JUGge' and T9. the: Lpimnion or, ns LACQUEY,,; WNAT SEMIE NEIN 

** upon the Cauſe. in ion ; to-make Scripture to ſtand Cap in 7 nr 
* to Tradition, to know whether it may have leave to ſpeak or no. 
& Are all. the great out-crys of Apoſtolical Tradition, of perſonal Suc- 
» eefion, Fepagutipoginc ecords, reſolved at laſt into Scripture it 
« ſelf byfhing, from whom Gþ e long Pedegrees are- fetcht ? Then let 
< Sui NN meth Dads earn $0.e Bonnet to the Scriptures ; 
« 2nd wi Let Men take heed of ,over-reac themſclyes, when 
« they would bring down ſo large a Catalogue of ſingle Biſhops, from 
<« the firſt and pureſt times of the Church : For if E»ſcbjus profeſſeth 
*it {o hard to find them, wellmight Scakger then complain, that 
© the Interval from. the laſt Chapter of the Acts, to Ke aiddle of Tr4- 
* ja, inwhich time Quadratxe and Ignatius began to figuriſh, was rep 
& pus ad uaer,. 28 F/arro ipeaks, a meer Chaos of time, hiled up with rude 
& conceptions of Papias, Hermes, and others, wholike FHambal, when 
& they could not. find a way through, would make one either by force 
< or fraud. _ Rare embelliſhments j file and.choice Oratory all along ! 
When. others. plead for. a. Succeſlion of. Perſons in Apoſtolical. Power, 
ont af [renews, and. Tertnliian , you ſhuffle them of; and ſay, - That 
thoſe Fathers are to be interpreted of Succeſſion in Apoſtolical Do- 
&rine, which was ſo eminent and notorious at Rome, Smyrna, Corinth, 
Philippi and Epheſus : Now you deny the truth of Succeſſion,as to Doftrines 
alſo ;, but you x in ankigh.froln, of Oratory, which is a kind-of na- 
tural Enthyſiaſm - or worſe, and; your .indiſpoſition plainly appears, 
in that you give ſuch | grave advice to theſe rraditional Doctors z that 
they place not Sacceſon before the Scriptures: . You can only mean, 
that th deduce it not from Felix or Pontues Pilate, Annas and C ajapbas, 


the High-Prieſts, or the Fewiſh Sanhedrim. And have notScaliger and you © 
finely combined together, in giving a Character of the times pd s 
ay ately 


Period; or, In the firſt Primitive Church, before the Fariſdittion of Presby- 
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ately after the Apoſtles, as filled only with fraud and force ? And for 
this reaſon alone, Leſt an unqueſtionable Succeſſion of Biſhops from 
the Apoſtles ſhould appear, and their Divine Right become thereby, 
undeniable, vid. ren. p. 2.6.6. S. 15,16, 17. 

Beſides, it hence plainly appears what your purpoſe was io writing 
this Treatiſe, in that you have ſided all along with the foreign Di- 
vines, and uſed their Arguments againſt the Dvvine Right of Epiſcopecy. 
It is the common policy, when Men deſign to deveſt any Perſon or 
Order of that ſuperior power which they cannot well bear, or rather 
deſire to have enſtated on themſelves, firſt to ſet up for a level, and 
the Proje&t works mightily. Thus we know the thing aimed at in the 
beginning of the great Rebellion here in England, was, That the King, 
Lords, and Commons were three equal States, And when ol ane | 
tagem they had wreſted the King's Prerogative out of, his, they 
then ſoon made themſelves uppermoſt, aſlumed and a priate that 
very power, they had ſo violently contended againſt” what ought 
not to be fixed, except in the three Eſtates in conjundtion. So here, 
your ſham is, That all forms of Government are equally pratticable z | 
no one being of Divine Right, in that nature. as to exclude another ; 
but any one may be eſtabliſhed, as Perſons; Times and Places acc rd 
thereunto. But then your Ei/orericks, or that which you effeftually re- 
commend to your particular Friends and Confidents, is, The perpetual 
fixation of the Pre«byter, as by Divine Right unalterable ; and. aring 
ereby lowered the Biſhops top-ſasl (in your own expreſſion) and remove 
fron-him all that which hath been. heretofore. appropriated to his 
Order, aſlerting him to be an accidental humane creation only ; in 
this Stirrup the Presbyter ſets his foot, .and aſcends ; (as the: 
men did at Weſtminſter.) You inveſt him with the full power of Or 
and Furiſdittion ; and accordingly thus. determine, Part 1I. c. 4. S. 12. 


That every Presbyter (from Chrilt, and perpetually fixed, Cap. 2.) hath 
the whole Miniſtr) probwty unto him in altu prino habitualiter ; Vit. 
The Power of Preaching the Word, Viſzing the Sick, Adminiſtring the S«- 
crements, of Viſiting Churches, T aking care that particular Paſtors db their 
duty, of Ordination and Church Cenſures, and making Rules for Decency in 
the Church : (The ſevereſt Aſſerter of Epiſcopal Power cannot inveſt his 
Biſhop in more. ) And the ſame in effe&t you ſay over again: That 
every Presbyter (whom you call a fixed Officer in an + ath a 
radical, intrinſecal Power of Order in himſelf : And further, as 
one, being himſelf advanced into the Authority of a Church Governor, hat 

an internal Power of conferring the ſame upon Perſons fit for it ;, and accord- 
ingly every one did exerciſe this Power in the Churches firſt Spare and 


ters 


| their Order, in the days of E 
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ters was veſtran?d by matnal conſent ; by way of accumulietia, wor'gre Per2 
ſor, '0f "a power nore than be had 5, mt by a deprivation of themſelors of that 

inherent Power which they enjoy\d. & mwonld be very ſtrange that ; 

Officers of a Religious Society, ſhould be upon that accornt Ont-lawed bf th 
natreral Liberties, which are the reſidrs and produtts of the free aftings, 
(pag. 252.) To whick you add, That whole Cherches, atrd Nations 
were ut Biſhops for ſeveral Years together; forme of which had 
offly Presbyters at their firſt Planting ; and in thoſe Churches where 
Epifcopal Government was fetled , Ordlinution by Presbyrers was TwoR2d 
« vahd, notwithſtanding ; which cold mot be, unit their Or diners 
rd an tmrinſecal Power;of Ordination ; or, had they not been « fixed Or- 
der, tmder no prohibition Py (Part H: c.6.. 13. PA. 273, 205; 

PSs 7.) in all which, 1 ſay, (whatever you trave preverid 
© rome peypeinal Right of any ine inllividud Government, that 


peyper 
& might Fall with more gentleneſs and pPlauſibUity ) Yor fet 1 
A Porn in the Church by tem wang a widterabls 
as the Miniffty ie RIF; in whom you place the whoke Power ofthe Mi- 
niſtry, 'never T0 be” alienated'or 14ſt by any 'unthority, or' under aty 
ctident., they receiving; this Pahjer wich their Ordbnaridn in Whw pri. 
bablruatiter, radicalrer, mhtvinſeally: and theirexetution of it is © 

(tual, at any time, and inahy plate, even to Ordinanier it ſelf; "and the 
Chnrctihath approved and accepted of it ; as when' Paphinains (tho? 
but 'a Presbyter ) Ordain'd Daziit! and Colluthns Tfchyr#, &c. 
(ee: 379) And hereby you give to many of the- principal Patrons 
Kehyierian Parity, (as Calvin, Beza, Chamnier, Gerſom, Batey: 

Du Mbit, evetiSatmaſins,” Blondelarnd Dailice.) what they delire Ind 
ontend for ; they hiving all along allowed of oor Hierarchy upon your 
terms: And all the advantage the Chirch of England receives by the 
Tn, is, Yoo make Zifbops for her, as Fre Nevurwany waper make 
Kings, by Accunnlation, not Deprivation (itt your Expreſſions juſtnow 
neptivrt ; ) and conſequently, retaining the Power entire-to them- 
ſaves, they unmake then again when they pleaſe; or, (to expreſs it 
farther in your own words,” which are the apteſt I'have met withal ) 
When Perſons and Circumſtances, Prudence and Diſcrerion, or the Inter. 
eft of the Government requires it. | And fo the Biſhop {like thoſe infe- 
rior of old, as Sub-Deacons, Arolouthi, Door-keeptys, &c.) may 
be outed, as the nal Predbyrer Thall ſee occaſion. Wir. Prolocator 


| to the Aſembly-mer at Weſtminſter, never ſpake more bravely & the 


int; And to fix all this ſarely onthe lets. wary, and inconſiderate 


| eader,” as a Nail driven by the Mafters of our 597 alſo, you. 


PE Et ne me ana 
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blaſtfd. by Lev, in the Reign of Queen Elzaberh: Asis to bedeer it 
your pes, and thoſe other j> =" rw Reman 5 ter 
s i en you had with fo. arach eafe and ſcorn rejected the 

ines of all the Prizzcive Bifhopsin the it was no-finall piece 
of confidence to think to carry your Cauſe by the teftimony ( whethe? 
true ar falſe} of our own Prelates of the laſt Age. But you are not 
content. to overthrow their: Order, unleſs you may fix fach a Scandal 
upon their Perſons, as the Betrayers of it. 5 I Lew ii 36 
- And, indeed, your ſtating this caſe of the mnuabilicy of - 
can be only a detign to-fool and baffle it, - and thereby render it a very 
Babel or 1dol,, inthe language of its madder Adverfaries; and ir! the 
conception-of every one elſe, fo trivially accidentala thing,/ that if 
cannot: be really-contended for upon aChorch account ;/ ww brews 
giving, occaſion ( though Prudence will always be pretended ) for”-its 
abalition.  And-iC.18 obſervable, That'there are not any/ of your ft 
ment that conclude themſelves under ar: obligation to adhere unto 
any longer than'it ſupports and: ferves them by the advantage of the 
feenlar Power. AS the Churchvis that Tree in the Pſalaft ; ſo Eyi/copes 
cy is:one: of its bearing Boughs, m which- you can: be content to-fit and 
ting, forlong as you-hil'your Packets; bur when. the gathering'tine i 
over,. it is tpb& cut:down as that. which cumberech rhe ground : Ant yi 
plead the fame expreſs direCtions for it onr Saviour once gave con- 


cerning the Fig-rres in the Goſpel, Pll ſtate with the Pre-by= 
terian and Epsjcopal Kd » thereby to' make it obvious upon the 
naked proſpett. The Pre:byreriar-afſerts,. That each Preibyrey htc 
whote Powzr'of the Amſtry, and is enabled todiſcharge every Chbrch- 
Officez: andithat areftraint. or enlergement 'is ſinful. The Opars. 
an afſerts,, That this Power is —_ in the Biſkop and Prevbyrer ;- bur 
unequally : And that the: Biſhop hath ſome inſtances of ir, r to 
his Order, as Prerogatives, and-Incommunicable; which if laid aſide,” 
will beSacrilege-in him, asalſo if aſlimed by the Frechyeer. You af! 
ſert all that in the Prechyrer, and Joſe allthat from the Ziſbop, thit;the 
Prebyter deſires and contends for : only here” is the difference ;"Yo! 
allow the Prezbytzry, upon ſome occaſions, and-in-ſome inſtances of their 
Office, to'make- a Deputy, with a reſerved Power -to- recal the Depu- 
tation” at- pleaſire, or upon each ſuſpicion- of his undie* bettaviour: 
And this is the honour and'ſervice you-do the Charch of England”;" Theſe 
the Difſerrers, you tell! us,. you deſign'd" to girir upon; and that 
deſign did not want ſwocefboth here and in- a neighbonring Kingdom, If you 
mean our: Norcher-Neig tours, 1 liope is ſetled there up- 
on better'grounds : if it be not, fome of the thanks for it are Une'to 
you: - If you mean our Neighbours in the Sonrh; they-came over _ 
| ut 


(32) 
butt is with their own Presbyterian Orders, 

to as their commiſſion from Chrift : The Epiſcopal 
they receive here, only enabling them for the Zgeves ;, to which they 
could have no ne ores the Laws of our Kingdom, And ac- 
cordingly D. B firſt offer'd his aſliſtance to Arcbſhg Lau to 
write in defence of our Eniſcapacy, whilſt it was uppermoſt ; but up- 
on the enſving Rebellion erted it ;, nay he turn'd his weapons 
againſt it : Witneſs his Apologia pro Hieronymo, which he Dedicated to 
the m——_— emer and Hehend AR at _ inſter ; 
owning thereby the U/urparion of the Regal Power in one; and of the 
Epiſcopal in the other. Salmaſuu did, in effect, the ſame; and within 
the ſpace of four Years, both applauds and condemns Epi/copacy, and 
wp Parliament for removing it, according to his preſent ſubject 
and deſign ; and Johns Milton, the worſt of 'Men, takes from thence a 
juſt occalion-to'barergxe and Vvilifie him, in the Preface to his worſt of 
Books , Entituled , Pro Populo Anglicaro Deferſio. And the reaſons 
for it are plain, as-themſelyes ſtate the caſe: the Biſhop's Conſecration 
being only an humane Rite, performed at his Deputation and Enlarg- 
ment to the execution of that Power which he had before, when he 
was--made a Prebyter:; by virtue of which, there is no-farther power 
conferr*d ; but only a Church Bleſſing, with Impoſition of. Hands ; a 
legally qualifying him for-polleſſion, according to the particular cy- 
ſtom of that Kingd#n in which he is to exerciſe his Epiſcopal Funtti- 
on, And laſtly, for our own Country-men ; it -may- be wiſhed ſome 
of them have not on this ſcore alſo received Epi/copal Ordination ; and 
then they may be bound to thank you, becauſe they kept; their Bene- 
fices thereby, and had farther ion of Church =; __ upon his late 
% bleſſed return: But I cannot think it is for this, that-your 
Superiors in the Church have for ſo long 4 time been pleaſed to-treat you with 
that , kindneſs you ſeem to boaſt of. Sure I am, all the kindref you 
have done hereby to the Church of England and ;her Biſbeps, may 
be put in their Eyes, and they fee never the worſe for it. Thy. I 
will not ſay ſo of the unkindneſs ſhe hath received from you. { 
it will farther appear with what affeftion -and .byaſs you 
wrote: this Treatiſe, if we conſider your different behaviour to the 
Biſhops and Dottors of the Church of England, and the Presbyterians, In- 
endents, even Anabaptiſts and Quakers, upon each occaſion. - It is but 
alittleto reflect upon thoſe flender civilities,, which you ſhew all along 
to that great.and eminent Divine, Dr. Henry Hammond, one: that was 
every ways great and [4a 2 provoking reverence and reſpect 
from his Adverfaries, that were in an ure Ciyilized : Such was 
his Learning, Integrity, Courage, in thoſe pcrillous times he lived ,- : 
e 
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the 4k it ſelf reſted peculiarly npon his Shoulders. But, 1 fay, you? 
mmhandſorn behaviour to him may eaſier be paſſed by, becauſe he was 
but one ſingle Door in our Church ; you ſeem to treat him with dif- 
dain (tho, all things conſider'd, there was then as great a diſtance 
betwixt him and the Refor of Sutton, as there is now betwixt the Y7- 
car of Coſmu Blene, and the Dean of St. PauPs; ) you reject at once his 
Five and thirty Teſtimonies, produced out of St. /pnatins in the behalf 
of Epiſcopary, as inconluding : Even that one, which ſeems to have 
ſome Semblance, you ſay is clearly miſtaken ; and your proofs ſo pre- 
carious and inconliſtent, that there needs no other evidence of your 
partiality, and that your Plot was only to expoſe Him and the Cauſe. 
( Part. IT. c.6.F. 17. p. 309.) And no wonder when you have reject- 
ed Ignatius himſelf, as Sputious and Counterfeit ; and the ſtory of him 
( 44 muth as it is defended with his Epiſtles ) as not to ſeem any of the moff 
probable ; placing it among the uncertain fabulow narrations of Antiquity, 
( F. 16. p. 298.) When you have derided all” Arriquiry at -once, you 
go on againſt our moſt worthy DoCtor, rejefting what is offer'd by 
him, as that which hath neither evidence nor pertnency enongh to ſtop the 
paſſage of one who ts returning.to bis former matter : that is, 1n plain Eng- 
lifh, it is not worth the conſideration of your pondering ſelf, imployed 
on a more pertinent and advantageous ſubjet, and which hath bet- 
ter motives of credibility. ( SeCt. 9. pag- 260. ) You farther yet re- 
preſent him ( if poſſible ) more contemptible,. and as one that betrays 
the Reformation by his infirm Hyporþeſis, which was built upon reaſons of 
greater ſtrength and evidence,than what he hath pleaded: (F. 9g. p. 258.)JOnce 
more, and which may go for all, You repreſent him as a Rattle Head, 
without any ſhew or appearance of Reaſon, and his performance 
( with the embelliſhment of your rare Similitude ) is thus expreſſed, Only 
the Wind-Egg of aworking Fancy, that wants a ſhell of Reaſon to cover it : 
When all may be true that he there aſlerts, notwithſtanding your 
Eight Reaſons that are brought againſt it, (Cap. 6. F. 3.) However your 
Metaphor is to be admired, eſpecially for the great humility of it : It is 
not. like that lofty Similitude fome have ufed, borrowed from a Crowned 


Head, butfromanEge ſhell; and nothing but another of your own can 


parallel it, only the ſtrain is a little higher, and{you ſtrike at all Man- 


* kind therewith, which doth not think, opine, reaſon ( in the words of 


the Leviathan, and with the fame haughtineſs) as you do: Which 


' prejudice being the Tellow-Faundice of the Soul, leaves ſuch a Tinftnre upon 
+ the Eyes of the underſtanding, that till it be cared of that [fteriſm, it cannot 


ſee things in their proper colours. ('SeCt. 2. C. 5. P- 


200. ) 

You goon from Dr. Hammond to the whole Church of England, which 
you hit at one blow ; and enquiring more ſtriitly into the cauſes of the 
| F great 
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great Difances avud Avianſaties, which bave riſen upon this Controwerſat , 
you fix upon the Epiſcopal Men, as the Trowlers of 1ſracl, whom you 
thus divide. Thoſe whom the poekay of Faition and Intereſt over- 
ruled, their Revenues having come from the Rents of the Church ( which 
is the odious old way of Charatterizing ( for ſcorn and contempt ) 
td the People the ancient and zealous Biſhops and Clergy of our 
Church ) and others of greater Integrity ; ( you mean that were leſs Co- 
vetous and Rapaciops, and believed their Order to be more than their 
Reyenxes ;,) but deſcend alſo with this falſe Principle or Hypotheſes, 
which Men are apt to take for granted without proving it, Viz. That it is 
in no caſe lawful to vary fromthat Form, which by obſcure and uncertain 
Conjetures, they conceiveto bave-been the Primitive Prattice. ( Part I. c. 1, 
F. 1. p. 4+.) And as you begin, ſo you end, fixing this farther Charatter 
upon them, in your laſt Chapter ; 7 know it « the laſt Aſylum which 
many rw to, ( meaning ſuch as found all things upon a Divine Right, ) when 
they are beaten off from their Imaginary Fancies, by pregnant teſtimonies of 
Scripture and Hagen ſhelter themſelves under the «v]& ien of ſome particu- 
lar perſons, to which their underſtandings are bored in perpetual Slavery : But 
3f Men would once think.their underſtandings at age to judge for themſelves, 
and not makg them live under a perpetual Pupillage, &c. rendering hereby 
our molt eminent Clergy 9 ſuch 1gnaro*s, that they underſtand not 
the State of their own Church, which they have Subſcribed and Sworn 
unto, and as ſhe determined in the days of Edward YI.. and Queen 
Elizabeth, ( from pag. 384. top. 394- ) And the greateſt part of. that 
Chapter is ſpent in repreſenting our Biſhops and Doftors to be againſt 
themſelves, to their manifeſt injury, reproach and diſhonour, as I 
ſhall make it appear in publick in a very little time, if God continue me 
Life and Health. And if at any time you give-a Church of England 
Man his due, or a favourable Character, it 1s when he is on your fide, 
or the queſtion of Divine Right is not under debate, or you debign there- 
by to advance your own cauſe; and you range him with ow Reverend 
and Learned Mr. Baxter in bis Chriſtian Concord; and then he muſt 
be a pure Church of England Man in your conceptions of him. 

But when you have to deal with any of the other Parties, even 
to Anabaptiſts and Quakers, your behaviour towards them is after a- + 
nother rate; you argue as one that js evidently biafſed, and with * 
apparent ſhews of tenderneſs and affeftion ; the ſame band, and at the | 
ſame time, grants their pardon, that contends with and oppoſes them : 
They are not repreſented to be the Men that-are over-ruled by . Fa- 


tion and Intereſt, or their Church Rents, with underſtandings bored in © 


perpetual ſlavery ;, but as Men of great A4oderation, whoſe Errors are © 
the Religiows weakgef of well-meaning bus lef kyowirg People. (Part 1. C. 2. | 
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$. ir: pag. 63. to 70. c.6. $. 4.7. pag. 122, 128, &c. Part H:*c:7; 
C 2. pag: 339, 348, es botarats 3 heſt Chapter of 
you appear y 0 ing your re- 
7 tation entire with the Pre:byterian Party, at leaft the mobile of them ;. 
andconfeſs fo much in your Epiſtle Dedicarory to my Lord of London; 
acquainting his Zordſhjp, That when you fet your ſelf ro anſwer their 
Arguments for a Perpetual Right of Prespyterian Parity, you did it with- 
out mentioning their Books, The meaning of which can only be this, 
That it was done with as little diſadvantage to the Party as you could : 
THTPRIEY no ſuch fi prone m_—_ and Excurſi- 
ons againſt the Divine Right of Presbytery alld its Maintainers, as 
did againſt the . Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, a > that aſſerted its 
Nay, you ſtate the caſe an applyit dire&tly and againſt Epi/copue 
cy, or a Superiority of Order and Furiſdittion over the Paſtors of the Chameh, 
( SeCt..$.. p. 25. ) which was not fair, nor conſequently & dve-mears ia 
ing thoſe over to acompliance to the Church of Engtand, ( there lakgly ta be 
re-eſtabliſhed, ) who ſtood upon the ſuppofirion, That Chrift had appouned 4 
Preslyzerian Government tobe always continued in bes Church, And it: is 
ealily obfervable, that you have omitted nothing that was-pleaded by 
them, whereby Prelacy might be rendered deteſtable as an unlawfut 
Uſurpation ; but whether' you have done the fame, thereby toi render 
P as ſuch, I appeal to- that very Chapter. You are fo far 
frantit, that. the ſame defign is managed throughout the whole Book, 
whereyour Plea. is againſt the Divine Kight of any one individual Form off 
Gouermnnent ;, but the inſtance is moſtly againſt Epiſcopacy : Prezhytery'is 
ſeldom mentioned with any. mark of difreſpect;. or if it be, it is acc 
dentally. I do: not remember any one ſet difcourſe particularly levek- 
led againlt ir, as there is ſometimes againſt the s, but aid 
along againſt the Church of England ; both in this .and ſeveral other 
of hermoſt conſiderable Tenents, and Arricles: Nay, you lly, 
and in fo many words, give the precedency to Presbyrery, founding it 
upon one of your neceſſary and unalterable Divine Rights, ( Partl. C. nb. 
S. 7, $. pag. 23, 26. ) and fay, That the ee ſeem more gene= 
rally te own the uſe of General Rules, and the light of Nature, in order to 
the Form of C hurch-Government, as in the. Subordination of Courts, Clafe. 


fical Aſſemblies, and the more moderate ſort, as to Lay-Elders : And to 
' Independents in the next place, who plead the general Rules of may 
ro 


and evidence of natural Reaſon, Now all this you muſt be ſuppo 
remove from the Epiſcoparians, becaufe there you place, the oppoſt- 
tion, if you dexany thing. And you ſay further, The Ex 


| Atenwill bardiy find any' evidence in Scripture, or the Prattice of the ; 


fles, for Churches conſiſting of many Congregations for Worſhip, agg 
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charge of one Perſon in the Primitive Chuvch for the Ordination of a Biſhop; 


. without the Fn eak Eleftion of the Clergy, and at _leaft conſent and ap. 
c 


probation of the People ;, and neither in Scripture nor Antiquity, the leaſt Foot- 
ſtep of 4 delegation of Church-Power ;, and leave them no other Foundation, 
but the Principles of humane Prudence, and thoſe not very well obſerved. 
( Pag. 416, 417.) So then, upon the winding up of your Book, the 
Church of England is repreſented, without evidence of natural Reaſon, 
and the Rules of the Light of Nature, with little evidence from Scripture, or 
the Prattice of the Apoſtles, in ſome inſtances of her Worſhip and Diſ- 
Cipline ; but with none in others ; neither is Prudence her conſtant 
Guide. And was not thiSa hopeful way and delicate means to brin 

over Diſſenters to a compliance with the CEurch of England, then likely to fo 
eFabliſhed ? But none of it is to be wonder'd at, if we conſider the ac- 
count you have given of the Government of our Church, in the name of 
the Foreign Divines a little before, (pag. 409. ) and the inconveniencies it is 
liable unto, as « fep to Pride and Ambition, and an occaſion whereby Men 
might do the Church injury. by the: exceſs of their Power, if they were not 
Men of excellent Temper and Moderation; inſomuch, that our Biſhops are 


. begg'd rather tolay down their Pomerthan to tranſmit that Power to thoſe after 
f 


who, it may be, were not like to ſucceed them in their Mecknefs and Moder a- 
tion; and at laſt they are left to the Judgment of thoſe who have the Power, 
not” only to redreſs, but prevent abuſes incroaching by an irregular Power. 

And yet you have not left her barely to her Judges, ( or the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate, for ſuch you can be interpreted . only to, mean, ) to 
ſtand and fall at their diſcretion ; your ſelf appear as CouncH againſt 
her, prepoſſeſſing them with new fears and jealouſies ; to which pur- 
poſe you” yormuee a ridiculous Predition of Padre Paulo, viz. That 
the Church of England would then find the inconveniencies of E piſcopacy, when 
an bigh Spirited Biſhop ſhould come once to rule the Church: A Prophe- 
cy, that in all likelihood was forged in .the Brain of ſome Puritan ; 
and my reaſon for it is, Becauſe 1 find it placed in the front of a La- 
tin Treatiſe, writ by one of great intemperance and violence againſt 
the Church of England; the Title whereof is, Iren«i Philadelphs Epi- 
ftola ad Renatum V wrideum, in qua aperitur myſterium iniquitatis noviſſume in 
Anglia redivivum, & excutitur liber Foſephi Hall, quo aſſeritur Epiſcopatum 
eſſe Juris Divini. Eleutheropoli, 1641. The deſign of it is to inveigh 
againſt the pretoriax Authority of Biſhops, with their Pride and Uſur- 
pation over the Clergy: and he ſtates the caſe juſt as you have done in 
your Urenicuzy, viz. againſt their Solitary _—_ Power by Di- 
vine Right, allowing a Mimſtry bythe Law. of Chriſt; and that gene- 
ral Rules are given in Scripture, for the great ends of Peace and Order. 


But the particular Form depends upon the-choice of the m__ } 
m— | 
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and as they do judge it beſt agreeing with that Kingdom or Common- 
Wealth in which it is ſetled. So then is. ſeems, the Presbyterians firſt. 
inſtructed and brought over you, not you them; (as you told my Lord- 
of London.) And this alſo confirms what I ſaid before, viz. Thfat yow 
come up to the principles of them all, excepting ſome of the rigider 
Scots, who believe that no Church is duly adminiſtred, where there 
are Biſhops ; from whom my Worſhipful Author declares his diſſent, 
tho? he isnever the nearer to the Church of England for it; ( that 
is purely your miſtake; | and, he, notwithſtanding, follows on his 
delign againſt our Church, with all manner of indecency ard dirty, 
Language : He begins with Arch- Biſhop Laud, and takes occaſion to. 
vilifie __ by reaſon - - Book yo Fiſher, as werth no Man's read- 
ing, and that it is unſaleable (4): thence _ k 
he goes on to' Kichard Montacute, Biſhop > A ui 1 po = 
of Norwich; upon whom he empties his qudio fidum eſe cuftodem officine 
Spleen, calling him a Chief Coal-blower (b) biliige © ; 
in the Archbiſhop*s Kitchin; reviling him ' C ) WWF ciniflones A+ i" 
as wiſe in bus (c) own Eyes: ſwelled with pn & : 
Pride and Male; with 3 little learning, ——_—_— Ty 
but more of ſelf-conceit. Biſhop Andrews is his next Man ; whom he 
accuſes of Plagiariſm, and for ſtealing his determination againſt Vſary 
out of Rivertez upbraiding him for his ill | ; 
ſftile(d): adding that Du Moulin and Ri- = = ferreo ſilo, per ſcabrs 
vette are as much before him in Learning, 
as he thinks a Biſhop to be above a Presbyrer, and placeth him at length 
amongſt the Men, zediocris Dottrine, of mean Learzing ; The laſt I 
ſhall produce ( tho' there be many more againſt whom he raves at the 
ſame rate) is Biſhop Hall, and he impleads him for want of Pradence, 
in that he wrote his Book of  Epiſcopacy, carried on to it with an 
unſeaſonable itch of Scribbling, caſting Oyl thereby on that ple in 
which the Church of England was burning; and thereby had cut off all 
hope of a Reconciliation ( your Plot then, it ſeems, was not like to have 
Succeſs, ) and that the Bihop of Exon had not duly conſulted the Repu- - 
tation of Foſeph Hall. 

And tho? it is really. ſad to conſider, That ſuch eminent Profeſſors 
are thus rudely treated ; yet there is fome pleaſure in.reflefting, . with 
what ſort of Arguments our Epiſcopacy was encountred in 1641- and 


the multitude thereby incenſed and enraged againſt it : and to me there 


is ſomething peculiar in it, becauſe that- your Advocate Dr. Burnet, 
and your ſelf, have treated and oppoſed me at the ſame rate ; and 
upon the ſame occaſion, viz. Becauſe I wrote, as Biſhop Hall did, (all 

e other concurring with him) in defence of rhe Divine Ri ht of Church- 


ſame manner 


* 
. C983) 
Power and Epiſeqaey . How frequently do you upbraid me alſo in the 
Asthat Lee waldeg of Nuke and common Diſcretion : 
That few read'my Book, It car hurt no body but the Bookseller and my ſelf; 
but moſtly the Bookseller, becauſe you have nov heard thae the Chancery ever 
 wigher mg; mph Author for an unſaleable Book. . That 1 gnd my Book 
are great neglett, That 1 diſcharge my ſpleen on two ſuch eminent 
An, whoſe Works (as well as their Perfons) will be had 'in honour, long 
r both 1 and my Book ſhall be forgotten, That 7 am indeed ond if of 
axlting two ſuch eminent Men. as. ſtile #s wmintelligible, -barbarous, whoſe 
exmbelli s are not to be envied. It 1s, indeed, hairy all over : And ſo rangh 
i the ſhag, that it will nor ſubmit to the _— of a Comb, It is over- 
with Hair. In ſhort, I write neither True Engliſh, nor Good Senſe. 
1 da not produce one conſiderable Argument, which you had not made uſe of 
ro. that purpoſe in a Diſcourſe ed above twenty years ſince. 

- But the Malice and Rage of Philadelphus doth not reſt here, ir that 
he bath thus revilehhe Perſons of ſo many of our moſt eminent Church 
men, and repreſ them in their Offices, as Tyrants and Ufurpers 
over their. fellow Brethren, the Paſtors. of the Church; but he goes 
on raving and running mad upon: them, as dangerovs in reſpect of 
the, Stare alſo, to Kings and Serular Governours , out of whoſe hands 
the Scepter will be wreſted by them, with the firſt opportunity , as 
they have already ſnatch'd the Government of the Church from their 
fellow Presbyters : ſa that the Kings of England are in danger, by rea- 
ſon of the Epiſcopal Power here-among us: The Horſe is already equipped, 
and the Rider hath one foot in the ſtirruy. And for proef of which, he 
produces the very ſame impertinent 
you thought ſo conſiderable, that it is (in effect) tranflated in the /re- 
nicum, and urged for the fame purpoſe; ( and withat tolet the World 
know, that it was the Opinion of wifer heads tharr your own ) That 
the Epiſcopacy in Englaid was dangerous to the Monarchy of it ;, as a ſtep to 
that Pride and Ambition, which, at length, would get the —_— 
of it : And all the difference betwixt you and him ſeems to be hut: this ; 
He-had more diſcretion than to'put his right Name to it. I will here 
tranſcribe the whole Prophecy,. as it is placed in the Waſt-page of his 
Book ; and leave it to others to judge how far thereby yan have ſerved 
the Church of England, or rather Fattion, and Sedition,. and Schiſm, and 
the Oppoſer of it; tho? you pretend quite therwife in your Epiſtle 
Dedicatory. 

* Anglis ego timeo. Epiſcoporum magna illa poteſtas, licet ſub 


fl © Rege, prorſus mihi ſuſpetta eſt; ubi vel Regem facilem naCti fue- 


« rint,, vel magni ſpiritus Archiepiſcopum habnerint, Regia antoritas 
* peſlundabiver, & Epiſcopi ad abſotutam Dominationem fie: 
,"C h © Ego 


Padre Paulo, which + 
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% Fgo equam ephippiatam in Angtia videre videor, & aſcenſurum.pro- 
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But there'is nowind that blows not ſome profit z and have hereby 
another advantage as to my own particular ; for, nothing is more cer- 
tain, than that I did not take all thoſe conſiderable Arguments, which 
yon eow to be in my Book, out of the Irenicu; it deing my deſign and 

els there, for ſeveral Seftions, to make it evident, That Kings are 
in no danger by the Epiſcopal Power ;, but on the contrary, Eps/copacy 
and Monarchy are every ways compitable and conſiſtent ; they ſtrength- 
en and ſupport one another, and were own'd ſo to be and to do by 
the Empire it ſelf. : 

Dr. Burnet ſeems the honeſteſt Man of the three ; becauſe ſpeaking out 
his mind, and plainly, (unleſs he ſpeak your ſenſe too in that Paragraph,. 
and that he may eaſily beſuppoſed to have done to be ſure you approve 
of it in the Epiſtle Dedicatory, and tis very likely he was but your Jowr- 
zey-man ) for 1n his laſt Letter he tells us, whoſe the Hor/e is ( thus fatal 
to our Troy) and who equipped him; and the particular Placeand Perſan,, 
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all this fort of Men pretend for the Crown, the Book. that is the foundation 
of this ſtir is a good mdication of it. There is another Sect belides 
Precbytery, that bas firſt wholly degraded Kings from their Eccleſiaſtical Su- 


premacy, rays. phgraſ wer was gaind, made them Reign at the mercy of 
ope? 


the Church, and at the s courteſie, It were too to attempt both at 
once ;, and it #s mgenionſly enongh done, to ſeem 10 yield up the one wholly, tall 
the other #s gaird, Pure Irene as, 1. who together with Dottor 
Burnet, and the Reftor of Swtton, are the Triweuirate in the cauſe : But as 
long as Archbiſhop Lad, Biſhop Montacute, Biſhop Andrews, and Bi- 
ſhop Hall ride along with us, we are well enough ;, there is no true 
Church of England man will be aſhamed of their company ; but will re- 
pute it his greateft honour and triumph. | 

And as to that which the Door adds here, viz. That I fall ſo evi- 
dently under a Premmrire, as be hears an honourable perſon has w_ 
That I owe my not being queſtioned for it, to his Majeſty's Clembney : 
could Cap it, with that I heard an bonowrable perſon oblerve upon him 
That, for Sixx Pence, Barbara, « noted Seold in the weighborhood, would 
anſwer my Book better than he hath done : But I am not now inclined £0 {6- 
much mirth. Tho? it may not be in raillery to conſider what black 
guilt, and worſer malignancy, Dr. Burnet*s Crimes were made up of, 
which, Charles the Aercifxl could not forgive, but barſiſhed him his. 
Royal Palaces of Whitehal and St. Fames*s many years lince ; and a little 
before his death, by his own Royal Egict, fitenced hlim at the Rolls; 
and fince, England is become too hot for him. But 
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heart-burnings and contentions among us z* and you had leſs promoted 
them by ſo many /mpreſſions. In fine, if ſuch a procedure, as Lhavein 


|  +Part made yours already appearto'be,and ſhall more fully declare in this 


Epiſtle, be the way to re-eſtabliſh the Church of England, and yaur Zeal 
_ and AﬀeCtions be thus only indicated z then, they were for the Succeſſion 
of the Crown, who till attended the Earl of Shaftsbxry, and dined 
twice a 'Week with the Lord X»ſ!, making the reſt of that Cooipirs- 
Cy their daily Aſſdciates and Confidents; who kept the Green-Kibbox . 
Clubb, ſided all along. with m_—_— Fury-men, and abhorr'd all Man- 
Kind beſides: That ſupplyed Fohn/or's courſes, that he . might with 
more Diſpatch anſwer Dr. Hicks, and defend his Fuliar, leſt the Pa 
complain, and grow weary of their- tedious carryings 015 Or- be. diſ- 
couraged and beat off by the Strength of the ors * reaſonings, and 
demonſtrations againſt itz who had Weſt for their ſtanding Council, , 
and Aumball 'for their Malt-Mar, and bought their Tables'and Wain- 
ſcot of the Proteſtant Foiner, as we know he declared at the Gallows at 
Oxford, of whom he had ſome of his DoCtrines. | 
irdly, You take all Power outgh the hands of the Church Meers, 
for determining Indifferencies,” a ing occaſional Laws, for the 
better [Ruling .and _— their Body, and ending Controverſies 
as they ariſe, and place it wholly'and ſolely in the Magiſtrate, or Se. 
riular G , as the only Power: and- Perſon that can make 'Church... 
Laws binding the. Conſcience. And this you have done deliberately, 
upon full thoughts, and after. a thorow enquiry and debate, #2 order 
( as youtell us tothe laying a Foundation for Peace and Union. ( Part I. 
C.2.F. 6, 7. and c.6.$. 7: P48: 106, 127, 131. ) Pllrecite theſe 
principal paſſages for the ſatistaCftion of the Reader. You place in 
him the external Imperative Power of Furiſdittion, concerning matters of the 
Church ;, or (asyou explain your ſelf ) the Nomothetical Legiſlative Power, 
4 it is diſtinguiſhed from that which is properly called Politicial : And you ſay 
the ſame again , in matters undetermined by the word,concermng the external 
Polity of the Church of God, the Magiſtrate hath Power pe mores. 
| . q s 
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things, ſo they be agreeable to the Word of God. That noother Perſons bave 
wo ” ders Lins binding Men to ence but only the Civil plarrhon ; 
with-holding nothing from him, but Preaching the Goſpel, .and Admi- 
niſtring the Sacraments ;, in which two things, you ſay, conliſts the Au- 
thoritatiue Exerciſe of the Miniſterial Funttion, derived by Chriit unto 
his Miniſters, _—_—— Magiſtrate his own Gwide, according to the 
Word of God in the niſtration of his Funttion, ( and by conſequence 
his own Preacher) not ſubjett ro the Power of the Mimſters ; that is, 
he is to interpret the Scriptures to himſelf; which comes very near to 
that of Mr. Hobbs in his Leviathar, (Part 1lI. c. 4. p. 252. ) No © 
Man ought in the Interpretation of Scrzpture, to proceed farther than the 
bounds that are ſet by their ſeveral Sovereigns, As alſo ( p. 295. C. 42. ) 
That the right of judging what Dottrines are fit for Peace, and td be taught 
by Subjefts, us in all Commonwealths inſeparably annexed to the Sovereign 
Power Civil, whether it be in one Man, or in one Aſſembly of Men, You 
g0 0nat the ſame rate, and ſay, The Power of declaring the Obligaticn 
of former Laws, and of conſulting and adviſing the Magiſtrate for  ſetling 
of new Laws, for the Polity of the Church, belongs to the Paſtors and Gover« 
nors of the C hurch-of God; but they have namote Authority to wake any new 
Laws or Conſtitutions binding Mens Conſciences, ou 4 command from the 
Supreme Authority, that inferior Magi(trates ſhould. d, doth imply in 
how rn Br new Laws to bind them, Fon ee montana 
compatt and conſent of parties,%s moſt agreeable to the nature of Church-Power, 
being not coattive but direttive : And ſuch was the confederate diſcipline of 
the Primitive Church, before they had any Chriſtian Magiſtrate ;, thence the 
aecrees of Councils were called Canons, and not Laws, T he great uſe of = 
nods, and Aſſemblies of Paſtors of .Churches, is to be as the Council of t 
Church to the King, in matters belonging. to the Church, as the Parliament 
# in matters of Civil C oncernment. Elettives ods, ſubſtituted in the place of 
Authoritative Power, to deter mine Controverſies, are aoply gdguarcy, wh 
never be ſoveraign enough to cure the diſtemper 1t_is brought for, ( that is 
reſerved for your Weapon-Salve, .) and bind no farther than the CON- 
cerr?d doth judge the Sentence equal and juſt. ' $0 that they help us with no 
ways to end Controverſies in the Church, any farther than 5 4 Per ſons engaged 
are willing to account that juſt, which ſhall be judged in their Caſe ; they ha- 
ving n0 juridical Power. The Church Power, as to divine Law, us only 
direttive and declarative, but being confirmed by a Civil Santtion us juridical 
and obligatory. As for that time when the Church was without Magiſtrates 
ruling m it, in thoſe things undetermined by the Word of God, they atted 
out of principles of Chriſtian Prudence, and from the principles of the Law of 
Nature. ' And the reaſons that you give for all this are many, Pll in- 
ſtance in but two. Firſt, Becauſe ER have no Authority, but are 
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bowid up to the commands of Chriſt, already laid down in his Word ;, ( and 
why may not the ſame be faid of the Magiſtrates, and that they-are 
equally tied up to the Laws of Chriſt ? ) For « Power to bind Mens C on- 
ſetences to their determinations, lodged in the Officers of the Church, muſt be 
derived either from a Law of God, giving them this Right ; or elſe from 
conſent of Parties : For Law of God, there us none produced with 
probability of reaſon, but that, MDbey thoſe that are over you in 
the Low, But that imjlies no more than —_ to the Doftrine and 
Dsſcipline of the Goſpel, and to thoje whom Chriſt hath contituted as Paſtors 
of his Church, wherein the Law of Chrift doth require Obedience to them , 
that is, looking upon them,and owning themin their Relations to them as Paſtors , 
but that gives no Anthority to make Laws, &c. Secondly, He who can null 
and declart all other Obligations void, done without his Power, hath the ol 
Power to oblige ;, for whatſoever deftroys a former Obligation, muſt of ox 
ſity imply a Power to oblige, becauſe I am bound to oy him in the ab#tain- 
mg from that I was formerly obliged to: But this Power belongs to the Ma- 
giftrate. (1 might here alſo again demand, By what Law in your 
Senſe ? But it is your bare Opinion I am now to relate, and the Rea- 
fons you uce, not to ſhew the rottenneſs of them. ) For ſappoſe in 
ſome arT x ; Rites and Ceremonies, the Church repreſentative, that is, 
the Governors of it, pro tempore, do preſcribe them to be obſer:7d by all, 
the Supreme Power forbids the doing thoſe things ;, if this doth not null the for- 
mer uppoſed Obligation, I mutt inevitably run upon theſe abſurdities : Firſt, 
That there are two Supreme Powers in a Nation at the ſame time. Secondly, 
That a Man may lie under two different Obligations as to the ſame thing ;, 
be-is bound to do it by one Power, and not to do it y, the other. Thirdly, 
The ſame attion be a Duty and a Sin; a Duty in obeying the one 
Power, a Sin in diſobeying the other. Therefore there can be but one Power 
ro oblige, which is that of the Supreme Magiſtrate, ( where, by the way, I 
hote that theſe laſt reaſons are the very ſame that Mr. Hobbs urges a- 
gainſt this very Branch of Church-Power, in his Leviathan, Part II. 
C- 29. and Part [I c. 10. pag. 248. ) The fumm of all is this, and I 
chooſe to expreſs my ſelf in the words of a very Learned and Judicious 
Writer upon the like occaſion ; © You diſtinguiſh betwixt the Sacred 
<« Function, which you grant to be the proper Office of the Church, 
« and the Power over Sacred Things, which you annex entirely to 
< the Civil Power. By which diſtinction, you leave the Governors of 
<« the Church no other Power, than to adminiſter the Offices of Re- 
< ligion, without any Power of puniſhing Offenders againſt the Laws 
<« of Religion. I confeſs ( Part. I. c. 8.) you own the Church to 
be a Society diſtin from other Societies, with Laws, Ends and Go- 
wernors of a diſtinft Nature, (and you had done the ſame before, (Cap. 
, F , 
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2. $. 3. p-35-) juſt, almoſt, before you enter*d upon this grand 
LEES ) and with puniſhments diſtin from the Civil, and for 
Spiritual ends, which you call Excommunication, or an Excluſion of the 
offending Perſon from Communion with the Society ; and ſay, That rhis 
Power 15 peculiar to the Church : But this reacheth not to the point, as to 
Church-Laws, or to the Power of puniſhing Offenders againſt the Laws 
of Religion. Beſides, you have called this Church the Magiſtrate all- 
along; and inveſted him alone with Chxrch-Power, or a Power diſtinCt 
from that properly called Pokrica/, which can be no other than Eceleſi- 
aſtical : and you have inſtanced only in Preaching the Word, and Admi- 
ſtring the Sacraments, as the two Offices, in which the Authoritative 
exerciſe of the miniſterial Funtton, derived by Chriſt tro bis Diſciples, doth 
conſiſt : But all this I have ſhew?®d to be contrary to the judgment and 
Pra&ice of the whole Church of God, both Biſhops, Fathers, and Councils, 
of the Emperors themſelves, in the beſt Ages of the Church, and when 
they were her Defenders; to the determinationsof our own Church, 
and the Laws of our Kingdom : It is the deſign and ſubje(t of my whole 
Book, and I am alſo mightily ſecured that I did not take one Argument 
that Doctor Srilkng fleet had uſed before, to be ſure, in his Jrenicum. ' 
Fourthly, You give to the Prince, and enſtate on him, as his right 
and due, thoſe very Offices and Ats, which you have appropriated 
to the Paſtors of the Church, as their peculiar Authoritative Power ; 
ſuch as to Ordain, to Excommunicate, Baptize, &c. 2nd undertake to 
cenſure every Man, expoſing him as ignorant of the State of our own 
Church, that is not of your judgment ; wherein you and Mr. Hobbs 
ſo exaQly jump together ( for I conſider what you produce out of the 
Manuſcripts as your own particular Opinion ) that I have here placed 
our wordsintwodiſtin&t Column; deliring theReader to compare and 
judge of them. 


Trenicum, pag, 391, &c. Leviathan, pag. 295, &c. 

* All ChriſtianPrinces have com- *© Chriſtian Kings are ſtill the 
* mitted unto them, immediately © Supream Paſtors of their Peo- 
* of God, the whole cure of all © ple, and have power to Ordain 
* their Subjects, as well concerning © what Paſtors they pleaſe, to 
*the Adminiſtration of God's © Teach the Church ; that is, to 
© Word, for the cure of the Soul, © Teach the People committed to 
© as eoncerning the Adminiſtration * their Charge. 
* of things Political and Civil Go- * Again, let-the Right of choo- 
® VErNAnce. © ſing them bein the Church; for 

*And in both theſe miniſtrations * ſo it was in the time of the A- 
"they muſt have ſundry Miniſters * poſtles themſelves; even io oo 
G 2 under 
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© ander them, to ſupply that which 
« js appointed in their ſeveral Offi- 
© ces. 

© The Civil Miniſters under the 
© King's Majeſty, in this Realm of 
© England, be thoſe whom it ſhall 
< pleaſe his Highneſs, for the time, 
©to put in Authority under him : 
© as for example, the Lord Chan- 
© cellor, Lord Treaſurer, Lord 
© Great-Maſter, Lord Privy-Seal, 
© Mayors, Sheriffs, &c. 

© The Miniſters of God's Word, 
© under his Majeſty, be the Biſhops, 
© Parſons, Vicars, and ſuch other 
« prieſts as be appointed by his 
*© Highneſs to that Miniſtration : as 
© for example, The Biſhop of Car- 
© terbury, the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
© the Parſon of Winwick, &c. 

&A1l the ſaid Officers and Mini- 
© ſters, as well of the one ſort as 
© the other, be appointed, aſlign'd 
© 2nd eleCted in every place, by the 
©] aws and Orders of Kings and 
© Princes. 


© [In the admiſſion of many of 


© theſe Officers be diverſe comely 
© Ceremonies and Solemnities uſed, 
< which be not of neceſſity, but on- 
© ly for good Order and ſeemly Fa- 
© ſhion: For if ſuch Offices and 
© Miniſtrations were committed 
< without ſuch Solemnities, they 
© were nevertheleſs truly com- 
© mitted. 

© And there is no more Promiſe 
© of God, that Grace is given in the 
© committing of the Eccleſiaſtical 
© Office, than it is in the commit- 
© ting of the Civil. Inthe Apoſtles 
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© the Right will be in the Civil 
© Sovereign Chriſtian, For in that 
© he is a Chriſtian, he allows 
©the Teaching ; and in that he 
© is a Sovereign, (which is as 
© much as to ſay, the Church by 
© repreſentation) the Teachers 
© he Elects, are Eleted by the 
© Church. And when an Aſſem- 
© bly of Chrittians chooſe their 
© Paſtor in a Chriſtian Common- 
© wealth, it is the Soveraign that 
©Elefts him, becauſe it is done 
© by his Authority; in the ſame 
© manner as when a Town chooſe 
© their Mayor, it 15 the at of him 
© that hath the Sovereign Power : 
© For every at done, is the aCt of 
© him, without whoſe conſent it is 
© invalid. 
© Seeing then in every Chriſtian 
© Commonwealth, the Civil Sove- 
© reign is the Supreme Paſtor, to 
* whoſe charge the Flock of his 
© Subjects is committed ; and con- 
© ſequently thatit is by hisAuthori- 
©ty,that all other Paſtorsaremade, 
© and have Power to teach, and 
© perform all other Paſtoral Of- 
© fices: It follows alſo, that it 
*is from the Civil Sovereign , 
© That all other Paſtors derive 
*their Right of Teaching, Preach- 
© ing, and other FunCtions per- 
* taining to that Office: and that 
© they are but his Miniſters, in the 
© ſame manner as Magiſtrates of 
© Towns, Judges in Courts of Ju- 
© ſtice, and Commanders of Ar- 
© mies, are all but Miniſters of 
© him that is the Magiſtrate of 
* time, 
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© time, when there was no Chriſti- 
© an Princes, by whoſe Authority 
© Miniſters of God's Word might 
© be appointed, nor Sins by the 
© Sword corrected, there was no 
© remedy then for the correCtion of 
© Vice, or appointing of Miniſters, 
© but only the conſent of the Chri- 
© ſtian Multitude among them- 
© ſelves, with an uniform conſent to 
* follow the Advice and Perſwali- 
* on of ſuch Perſons whom God 
© had moſt endued with the Spirit 
© of Wiſdom and Counſel. And at 
© that time, foraſmuch as Chriſtian 
© People had no Sword nor Gover- 
©nor among themſelves, they were 
© conſtrain*d of neceſſity to take 
© ſuch Curates and Prieſts as either 
© they knew themſelves to be meet 
© thereunto, or elſe as were com- 
* mended unto them by others, 
© that were ſo repleat with the Spi- 
©rit of God, with ſuch know- 
© ledge in the Profeſſion of Chriſt, 
* ſuch. Wiſdom, ſuch Converſation 
* and Counſel, that they. ought e- 
© ven of very Conſcience to give 
© credit unto them, and to accept 
© ſuch as by them were preſented. 
© And ſometimes the Apoſtles and 
© others, unto whom God had 
* given abundantly his Spirit, ſent 
© or appointed Miniſters of God's 
* Word; ſometimes the People 
* did chooſe ſach as they thought 
© meet thereunto. And when any 
* were appointed, or ſent by the 
© Apoſtles or other, the People of 
© their own voluntary will,- with 
* thanks did accept them; not for 
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© the whole Commonwealth j 
© Judge of all Cauſes,and Comman» 
© der of the whole Militia ; which 
© is always the Civil Sovereign. 

© If a Man therefore ſhould ask 
© 2 Paſtor, in the execution of his 
© Office, as the Chief Prieſts and 
© Elders of the People ( Marth, 21. 
© 23.) asked our Saviour, By 
© what Authority doſt thou theſe 
© things? and who gave thee this 
© Authority ? he can make no 0- 
© ther juſt anſwer, but, That he 
© doth it by the Authority of the 
© Commonwealth , given him by 
© the King, or Aſſembly that re- 
© preſenteth it: All Paſtors, ex- 
© cept the Supreme, execute their 
© charges in the Right ; that is to 
© ſay, by the Authority of the Cir 
© yil Sovereign, that is, Fure Civils. 


© But the King and every other Soe- 


© yereign,. executeth his Office of 
©Supreme Paſtor by immediate 
© Authority from God ; that is to 
© ſay in God's Right, or Fure Di» 
© vin0. 

But if every Chriſtian Sovee 
© reign be the Supreme Paſtor of 
© his own Subjects, it ſeemeth that 
© he hath alſo Authority not only 
©to Preach ( which, perhaps, no 
© Man will deny) but alſo to 
© Baptize, and to Adminiſter the 
© Sacrament of the Lord”s Supper, 
* and to Conſecrate both Temples 
© and Paſtors to God's Service, 
© There is no doubt, but any King, 
© in caſe he were skilful in the Sti- 
© ences, might, by the ſame Right 
© of his Office, read Lectures - 

cas 
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® the Supremity, Impery and Do- 
© minion that the Apoſtles had 0- 
© verthem, to command as their 
© Princes or Maſters ;, but as good 
© People ready to obcy the voice 
© of good Counſellors, and to ac- 
© cept any thing that was neceſſary 
© for their edification and benefit. 

© A Biſhop may make a Prieſt by 
© the Scriptures, and ſo may Prin- 
©*ces and Governors alſo; and 
© that by the, Authority of God 
© committed unto them; and the 
© People alſo by their Election. 
©For as we read that Biſhops have 
© done it, ſo Chriſtian Emperors 
© and Princes uſually have done it : 
© And the People before Chriſtian 
© Princes were, commonly did e- 
© ]et their Biſhops and Prieſts. 

© In the New Teſtament, he that 
© is appointed to be a Biſhop or 
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© them himſelf, by which he an- 
© thorizeth others to read them in 
© the Univerſity. 

And laſtly concludes, © That 
© Impoſition of Hands is not need- 
© ful for the authorizing a King 
© to Baptize, and Conſecrate, or 
© Exerciſe any part of the Paſto- 
© ral FunCtion ; every Sovereign, 
© before Chriſtianity, having the 
* Power of Teaching and Ordain- 
© ing Teachers; but it only di- 
© rected them in the way of Teach- 
© ing Truth : And conſequently, 
© they needed no Impoſition of 
© Hands ( beſides that which is 
© done in Baptiſm ) to authorize 
© them to exerciſe any part of the 
© Paſtoral FunCtion, as namely to 
© Baptize and Conſecrate. 


© prieſt, needeth no Conſecration by the Scripture; for EleQtion, or 
© appointing thereunto is ſufficient. 

If it fortuned, a Prince Chriſtian learned to Conquer certain Do- 
© ninions of Infidels, having none but the Temporal learned Men with 
© him; it is not againit God's Law, that he and they ſhould Preach 
©:xnd Teach the Word of God there: And alſo to make and con- 
© ſtitute Biſhops and Prieſts, that the Word of God ſhould be there 
© Preached ; and the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and others be admini- 
© ſtred. But contrary, they ought, indeed, ſo todo; and there be 
© Hiſtories that witneſs, That ſome Chriſtian Princes and Lay-men un- 
© conſecrate have done the ſame. 

© A Biſhop or Prieſt by the Scripture, is neither commanded nor for- 
© bjidden to Excommunicate. But where the Law of any Region giv- 
© eth him Anthority to Excommunicate, there they ought to uſe the 
© ſame in ſuch Crimes as the Laws have Authority in. And where 
© the Laws of the Region forbid them, there they haveno Authority 
© at all: And they that be no Prieſts may alſo Excommunicate, if the 
© Law allow thereunto. 
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- So that upon the whole matter, whereas before you only contends 
ed, that the ſole Power of making Lawsrelating to Religion, was ſub- 
jetted in the Magiſtrate, taking it quite out of the hands of Church- 
Men ; now you place in him the whole Prieſthood, and allow its Of- 
fices to have no force, excepting, by the Power which is derived from * 
him : andthe diſpute is brought to this iſſue, not that the King may 
govern the Church by a parity, or imparity of Officers ; but that he 
may govern it without any, or conſecrate whom he pleaſe. And this 
you deliver not only as your own Senſe, but as the Synodical Reſolution 
os the Church of England, in the days of Edward VI. and Queen Eljza- 
eth. 

Fifthly, After that you have thus inveſted the Aagiſtrate with all 
Church-Power & mg 7>47«, in the full latitude and extent of it ; You 
at length abdicate the Magiſtrate himſelf, and take from him, in 
effe, all Power in Religious things, placing it in Believers in com- 
mon, who are ſuppoſed to have a Power antecedent to all poſitive In- 
junctions; which you call a Liberty of Judgment, and Liberty of Pra- 
fice: That is, ( in my plain way of expreſſing my ſelf ) they are under 
no Obligation, either to take notice of what he ſays, or to obey what 
he commands, or to abſtain from what he prohibits, and fo are their 
own Law-givers. Itis ( you ſay) the Princes duty to defend and pro- 
rett the publickly owned and profeſſed Religion of a Nation, to reſtrain Men 
from atting ablckly, tending to the ſubverſion of it : (pag, 39. ) But it is 
no bodies duty to obey him unleſs he pleaſe, or cannot help it: And 
conſequently the enatments of Empires, are not Laws but Canons, like 
the decrees of Councils, ( as you have termed them ; ) and as the uſe of 
the Aſſemblies of the Paſtors of the Church, are the Common Council of the 
Church to the King ; ſo the Aſlembly of the King, and his Miniſters of 
State are the Conncilto the People ;, as Elettive Synods, ſo Eleftive Parlia- 
ments are 4 cogly gdguaney, which will never be Sovereign enough to cure the 
diſtemper that it is brought for ; and bindno farther than the Party concerned, 
doth judge the Sentence equal and juſt, So that, theſe too, will help us nv 
ways to end Controverſies in the Church, any {arther than the perſons engaged 
are willing to account that juſt, which ſhall be judged in their Caſe : And the 
Power of the State is no more Juridical and Obligatory, than the Power 
of the Church, And in purſuance to this, it 15 laid down as a rule, 
(Part I. c.6. $. 6. pag, 117. ) Where any Church retaining purity of Do- 
frine, doth require the owning of and conforming to any unlawful or ſuſpetted 
Prattice, Men may lawfully deny conformity, &c. Whereby you evident- 
ly take away the Obligation of all Laws ; becauſe a ſuſpicion of unlawful- 
eſs gives Men a lawful ground for their denial of Obedience and Con- 
formuty to them, which the ignorant always may have, ( not to lay, = 

ave 
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tion. God will convince Men one day, that the union of the” Church ies 
more in the unity of Faith and Aﬀettion, than uniformity of doubtful Ries 
and Ceremonies. Were there that Spirit of mutual condeſcenſion, which was 
moſt certainly in the firſt and primitrve Church, in the Apoſtles time, our 
breaches, as to this thing too, might ſoon be cloſed up, and the woice of 
Schiſm be beard among us no more, Certainly thoſe Holy Men, in the 
compoſing our- Linagy, who did ſeek by any means to draw in others, at ſuch a 
diſtance from their Principles as the. Ppiſts were, did never intend, by what 
they did for that end, to exclude any truly tender conſciences from their Come 
munion, That which they laid a bate for them was never intended by them. | 
as a book. for thoſe of their own profeſſun. The ſame reaſon which at that 
rime made them yield ſo far to them then, would now have per ſmaded them” to 
alter and lay aſide thoſe things, which yield matter of offence to any of the ſame 
profeſſion with themſelves now : It cannot but be looked upon 4s a tokgn of Gods 
ſevere diſpleaſure againſt us —— if any fair offers of union and accommoda- 
tion be coldly embraced and entertained. | 
Neither is thisall; but you have equally obliged the FaCtion in other 
parts of your Book, and cenſured our Church after the ſame manner. 
Your words are theſe, ( pag. 64.) I am ſure it is — the Primitive 
Prattice and Moderation-then uſed, to Suſpend or Deprive of their Mi- 
miſterial Funttion , for not Conforming m Habits, Geſtures, &c. which 
you incomparably prove out of Walafridus Strabo ;, Becauſe there was nd 
diſtinftion of Habits in the Church in the Primitive times ; and then to be 
ſure there was no Suſpenſions and Deprivations for not wearing them. 
And you again pretty handſomely gird: our Church and Church-men, as 
Publick: Prayer-Readers ; and for not anſwering the end of their Ordinati= 
on; which is, To be Diſpenſers of God's holy Word: That the + xa 
were not ſent forth to Pray, but to Preach ;, and therein Miniſters of the Go-. 
ſþel are ro ſucceed them: That Prayer ( among our Church-men,) i eſteem- 
ca as Sarah, and m_— almoſt undergoes the hardſhip of Hagar, 
t0 be looks upon as the Boud-woman of the Synagogue, and to be turned 
ont of doors : That they are ſerting up the honour of one Perſon, and 
make the Offices of the Church a matter of State and Dignity, more than Em- 
ployment ;, conſulting their Eaſe and Honour ; judging of the Service of God 
rather by the praitice of the Church, when it came to enjoy Eaſe and Plenty, 
than by the ways and prattices of the firſt and pureſt Apoſtolical times : when 
the Apoſtles, who were beſt able to judge of therr own Duty, looked upon them- 
felves as moſt concer?d im the Preaching of the Goſpel, (pag. 333-) by 
which every one knows what you mean: and thar you hereby deſign'd 
to diſgrace the daily Sacrifice and Common-Prayers of our Church ;z even 
to turn them out of it; and at that time, when the Authority of the 
Kingdom (the miraculous Providence - God making way ) concurr'd 
. to 
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to their reſtanration z, like another Sevbale, uſing this common high- 
way infinuation thereanto, taken from the ſcandalous Rabble, and 
worſt of our Enemies. Ang I have been credibly tald, That yo ſelf 
did neither Subſcribe nor Read the Service-Book, till that fatal ( as 
ſome call it Y St. Bartholomew ; and you had otherwiſe been deprived 
of your ReGory of Sutton. 
And this ſubject you reaſlume in your Preface, ſpending 2 great part 
of it with a vehement zeal and ardency in defence of Libertiviſm; ſo 
far, as, That no Church Laws ought to be enjoyned as Terms of Com- 
awerion, but thoſe which Chriff hath himfelf given us, or, thoſe that 
were immediately direfbed by the guidance of the Spirit of God. Thoſe things 
(you fay) are ſufficient for that, which are laid down as the necefſary Du- 
ries of Image "vv Lord and Saviour in his Word, which are ſuffici- 
ent for" Sabyation. Would there be ever the leſs Peace and Unity in a Church, 
if a were allowd as to prattices ſuppoſed indifferent ? Yea, there 
would be ſo much the more as there was a mutual forbearance and condeſcen- 
flaw '& to ſuch things. The Unity of the Church is an Unity of Love and 
on, &c. Dottrives that are juſtly called Dammable by the Univer- 
fity of Oxford, and condemned ( with certain pernicious Books ) in their 
bs aka” Decree paſt in Convocation, July 21.1683. 4s deſtruttive 
rd the facred Perſons of Princes, their _ and - —_— and of Humane 
Society ;, and preſented to his late Majeſty, of bleſſed Memory, July 24. 
in the 7: wenty firſt and Twenty fecond Propoſitions ;, and in theſe —_— 
iz. It ws not lewful for Superiors to Phe, thing in the Worſhip of God 
that is not Antecedently neceſſary. The Duty of not offending a weak, Bro- 
ther i inconfeftent with all bumane authority, of making Laws concerning in- 
efferent things. But yet you endeayour to make them good from theſe 
ſeveral Fopicks. 

- 1. Froin the Deſign and Example of our Saviour ; whoſe buſineſs 
Tas, to caſe Men of their former Burthens, and not to lay on more, The Duties 
he required were no other but ſuch as were neceſſary. . He that came to takg 

the unſupportable Toke of the Fewiſh Ceremonies, eareginy did never in- 

zend' to gall. the Necks of his Diſciples with another inſtead of it. What 

Charter hath Chriſt given the Cburch, to bind Men up to more than him- 

ſelf hath done ? Or, to exclude thoſe from his Society, who may be admitted 
into Heaven ? 

2. From the Example of his Apoſtles ; who do not warrant any ſuch 

; Immpoſations either. We never read of the Apoſtles making Laws, 
but of things ſuppoſed neceſſary. When the Council of the Apoſtles met at 
Jeruſalem, . far deciding « _ that difturbed the Churches Peace, we ſee they 
would lay on no other burtben befides the neceſſary things, AQs xv. 29. It was 


20t enough for them, that the things would be vecefſary, when they ba! ev; 
quire 
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quired rhem ;, but hoy Hug on an amecedent neceſſity enher abſolute or far 


the preſent ſtate, 
mands upon the Gentile Chriſtians. 
4s 4 mutual forbearance, and condeſcenſion towards each other in them, 

3. You parallel the Laws of our Church, as to indifferencies, and in 
limiting of them in particular practices, with thoſe Impoſitions of 
Rome, as to the Rule of Faith,and her other Jdolatrows ps ix oe Prattices. 

4. From the Example of the Primitive Church ;, which ( you fay ) de- 
ſerves greater —_— us in nothing more, than inthat admirable tem- 

, moderation and condeſcenſion which was uſed in it, towards all the mem- 
. of it, It was never thought by her worth the while to makg any ſtand- 
ing Laws for Rites and Cuſtoms, that had 10 other original but Tradition; 
much lefi to ſuſpend Men her Communion for not obſerving them. And you 
inſtance in that objected caſe related by Sozomen, {( Eccl, Fiſt. li. c.rg. 
and the ſame is in Socrates, Hiſt. 1. 5. c. 22. ) which every dnerallics 
our Church withal, that can but read the Hiſtorian in Engliſh, or 
the Libellers of our Church, who in their Pamphlets repreſent her to 
them, as you do here, to her diſadvantage. It is granted that theſe 
Churches there mentioned, as Antioch, Rome, eApypt, Theſſaly and 
Ceſarea, did differ from one another in divers Cuſtoms and Rites z us 
in times of Faſting, manner of Meats , &c. and therein they were 
not to judge or condemn one another : But you muſt prove that 4+ 
tioch, Rome, &c. did allow different Rites in their particular Churches ; 
which you cannot do from that place, the contrary is evident there 
For, the examples you bring, That there were divers Rites and 
ot only im different Churches, but in different places belonging to the ſame 
Church, and many Cities and Villages 1m Xgypt, differ'd from the Ado- 
eber Church of Alexandria, prove nothing againſt us. For the Diocef 
of eArypt ( as the Noritia informs us) had abundance of Provinces in 
it, which had alſo their diſtinit Merropohrans and Laws. And Alex- 
andria ( however it might bethe Patriarchical See, or Mother Church, 
in relation to them all ) was- otherwiſe but the firſt Church in one 
& theſe Provinces, called Provincia egypti prime, and fo a Siſter 
Church. And Socrates farther tells us, "That the People of Thrbazs 
( which is a diſtin Province alſo of «£gypr, with its Aſerropoliran } 
had this different cuſtom from Alexandria: And thoſe whom 'he calls 


b was the © ound of their impoſing thoſe C om- 
Deg nee Fs 


- Neighbours to the Alexandrians, were in all likelihood another of the 


e/Eoyptian Proumces. Socrates plainly ſevers them one from another as 
diſtin Provinces. All this wall be fully exemplified: in the, Diocef of 
Carthage, in the days of St. Cyprian ;, where there were ſeveral Pres 
vinces, with their particular Beſbops, whoſe Primate he was : But yet 
every one of thoſe Biſhops had -1 diſtin and appropriated Power = 

2 is 


the Apoſtles required as to theſe, 
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his Province. - Neque quiſquam noſtrum ſe Epiſcopum Epiſcoporum con- 
ſtint. —— Quan haber onde Epiſcopus Soereant ud tia 
&c. Vid. Concul, Carthag. de heret, baptizand. inter opera Cypriani. But 
then, tho' the Biſhop had this Power in his own Province, to eſtabliſh 
what Rites and ways of Worſhip he judged moſt convenient z yet no 
Man but your ſelf, or with your deſign, ever hence aflerted, that 
each Village or Pariſh Church in the Province, had the ſame Power, 
-or might ered their own mode of Worſhip alſo. I remember imme- 
/ diately after the Conference at the Savoy (which was the firſt Summer, 
--epon his late Majeſty's happy return) there came forth a large ſtitch*d 
7 ry containing the Dyſenters Reaſons and Argumentations againſt 
the re-eſtabliſhment of our Church ; it was without a name, but drawn 
up, as was ſuppoſed, by Richard Baxter: And one of his principal 
heads which he much inſiſted on, was this paſlage in Sozomen and So- 
crates, 1 fear me you had been dabling here; and fo tranſcribed it 
for authentique Hiſtory intheir ſenſe of it ; a thing inthoſe days too 
uſual with you. And yet St. Cyprian with St. Auguſtin, and St. Fe- 
are brought for farther inſtances of this ſoppotd admirable Temper 

in the Primitive Church, and for freely allowing Liberty: to Diſſenters from 
them in matters of Liberty and Prattice ; whom you hope our Church of 
England (then upon its re-eſtabliſhment ) will follow in not smpoſing Rires ;, but 
leaving Men to be won = the obſerving the true order and decency of Churches, 
milo thoſe that upon a true principle of C _— mgenuty, may 
be ſooner drawn to a compliance in all lawful things, than by force and r1i- 
Impoſinions;, notwithſtanding thoſe Teſtimonies of St. Auſtin, &c. 
—_— if they had foreſeen the caſe of our Church, and had deſign'd 
to determine on her ſide, as to ſtop the mouths of all gain-ſayers. 
For as they allow of different Rites ( in things not unlawful ) in di- 
ſtint Churches, ſo they as ſtritly require compliance from all the 
Members of a Church, with the Rites of its own Church ; and they 
are ſo far from allowing any difference as to theſe matters in one 
and the ſame particular Church, that in caſe any of their Mem- 
bers travel to-another Church, they are direCted to comply with tit 
lawful Rites of that Church, although different from the Rztes of that 
Church of which they more particularly own themſelves, that. ſo 
no diviſien might be made. And this I take to be the Doctrine 
of the Church of England, and the very way of arguing ; and the 
occaſion, and the delign of thoſe Teſtimonies do ſo palpably con- 
firm it, that nothing but a Man, who had Sacrificed his Judgment 
either to his Paſſion or. the humour of a Party, would have ct 


himſelf to pervert them thus quite contrary to their meaning, 
| 5. You 
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5. You tell us, That thoſe who firſt brake this Order in the Church, 
were Arians, Donatiſts and Circumcelli whilſt the true Church was 
known by its Priſtine Moderation, and Sweetneſs of Deportment towards all.1ts 
Members. So that the worſt of Hereticks, the worſt of Chriſtians, and 
theworſt of Men, ( and ſuch were theſe three SeCts are the only 
perſons to be found in all Antiquity, that reſtrained Men, by Laws, 
from being of what Religion they pleaſed, and reduced them to an 
Uniformity in the Worſhip of God. Or thus, That Church-Laws, 
laying limits to Mens practice in God's Service, are from the ſame 
riſe, as Uſurpation, Rebellion, Murder, Burglary, Schiſm, Sacri- 
lege, Church-robbing, Spoiling Men of their Poſleſſions, all manner 
of Profanation of Holy Things and Perſons, forcing Mankind to Here- 
rodoxies in Religion, Immorality in Manners, and Rebellion in Go- 
vernment, Perjury, Hypocriſie, Deceit;z for theſe were the conſtant 
Practices of thoſe three Sets, and the Laws and Rules that they pro- 
ceeded by in their pretended Reformations, and attempts to N 
what they called, Chriſtianity : And the Canons, Rubricks, and Injun- 
ftions of our Church (and the whole Chriſtian World beſide ) take 
away and invade Chriſtian Property and Liberty, equally as thoſe worſt 
of Hereticks and Schiſmaticks did. I do not now wonder that you have 
ſhew*d ſo much diſlike to that part of Dr. Parker's Book of Religion and 
Loyalty, where he makes it appear, That Euſebixs and: his followers, 
that Spawn of the Arian» Hereſie, were for Comprehenſion”; and there- 
fore oppoſed the Holy Athanaſins, and the firſt Council of Nice, be- 
cauſe limiting the Chriſtian profeſſion of Faith to Laws and C anons, 
and denounced the Anathema?s of the Church againſt all ſuch as ſhould 
violate them. 

6. And laſtly, You magnifie the ind»/gence which: was granted at 
Breda by King Charles Il. as the effeCt of his excellent Prudence and. Mo- 
deration ; when it was purely his misfortune and neceſlity that engaged 
him toit, occaſion'd by a ſort of Men in this Nation, no ways behind 
the Arians, Donatiſts and Circumcellians, thoſe Cut-throats of Chriſten- 
dom; and therefore the Wiſdom of the Nation ( to whom. he at firſt 
referr?d it ) immediately adviſed him againſt its farther eſtabliſhment, 
and it was re-called. Neither was he the firſt Chriſtian Prince that 
complyed with the like neceſſity ; the very Gentle Worfhip havin 
been indulged for ſome time, and for the ſame reaſons, and- by pon. 
Emperors, by Conſtantine himſelf, as is evident in Church-Story. And 
your ſelf would deride your own inference, if another did make it; 
viz, That therefore the Heathen Worſhip ought not afterward to have 
been ſilenced ; and that theſucceeding Imperial Laws, to that purpoſe, 
were unyarrantable Innovations, | ; 

| An 


(54) 

And fo you have my account of this your «lxcky Book : Iown, that 
it-was not my firſt delignto make itthus publick ; 'and I had not done 
it now, had I not been provoked toit, in part, by your indirect 
and unſtholar-like dealings with me, inthat, (inſtead of an anſwer to 
. matter of Fact and Argument, ) you have only Libelled me to a prin- 
cipal Biſhop of our Church, in'a Two-Penny Paper; to which is tack- 

( and therein your farther diſingenuity appears) one of your 
Four-Penny Sermons, that it may with the greater diſpatch and ad- 
vantage be poſted over the Kingdom, and I be certainly condemned 
by Bell, Book, and Candle, of thoſe ( even your Female Admirers ) in- 
to whoſe hands the main Controverſie never came, nor, indeed, are 
they competent judges of it : And whether my ſtile or your uſage of 
me in this affair, be more Barbarows, I appeal to the common Rea- 
der. You have out-done Dr. Burners rudeneſs, who only, cried me 
abont Zomdon Streets, tho? theſe Artifices never take long, and a due 
diſcovery o—_—_ their Necks more ſurely : But I was moſtly pre- 
vailed with, in that you have not only defamed me, but vindicated 
this Book, to that eminent Biſhop, your Dioceſan, as ſerviceable tothe 
Church of England, and deſigned to that end by you. If this be to 
ſerv> oor Church, by uſing and urging all ſorts of Arguments, whereby 
her Form of Government by Biſhops is repreſented without any bottom 
and foundation as from Chriſt, cheap and contemptible ; their Offices 
rendred ſuſpicious to the Civil Adagiſtrate, and as his Supplanter ; 
their abetters and maintainers lighted and ridicuPd ; their manner of 
Worſhip vilified, and deſcribed as ſet up in oppoſition to the Primi- 
tive Example ; their power wholly taken from them, and a Liberty 

to all Pretenders : In a word, Where your chief deſign ſeems 
to be levelled againſt them, then you have done it in the Jrenicwn ; 
and yet theſe are not all the Hererodoxies, and dangerous Dottrincs 
therein contained. It is a Hotch-porch or mixture of all Religions ; 
in which ſomething is to be found for the defence of each Se, that 
Dxplant conftendy oppoſed; {may fukly ay, Ic hw perrerred many 
is ntly © : I may ſafely ſay, It has man 
| s, ( ſhould £add Millions 1 did not exceed, ) which rnd 
wiſe have been true Sons and Adherers to her Do&rime, and 
Worſhip, and Diſcipline, It is the very center of Puritamſm, and Epi- 
tome of Fanatick, madneſs, rendring us guilty of the ſame Schiſm in re- 
ip _ Difſenters, as the Church of Rome is charged with in. re» 
pett of us. 

If it be objeQed, that = have in ſome particular paſlages of this 
Book, dectared your ſelf in a different manner than is here repre- 
ſented. I anſwer, My bulſineſs is not to recongile every contradiction. 

Il 
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in your Boak ; that were impoſible : Thefe Tenents which I have hers - 
yo-_ an account - of, are what you have deliberately determined 
etting your ſelf on purpoſe thereunto, and, which is more, repeated 
in your Preface, (at leaſt the moſt conſiderable of them, ) which, tho? 
Printed in the head of the Volume, yet is always eons laſt, and a 
ſure indication of the Senſe of the Author. I have obſerved your own 
rule in the like caſe, by which you give your judgment of St. Ferom, 
who had ſome littte flights againſt Truth, and his canſtant opinion, as 
you have here for it, and againſt yours. (pag. 278. ) * I would fain 
know whether a Man's Judgment muſt be taken from occaſional and 
& incidental Paſſages, or from deligned and ſet Diſcourſes; which is 
& 2s much as to ask, Whether the lively repreſentation of a Man by 
« Picture may beſt be taken, when in haſt of other buſineſs he palleth 
« hy us, giving only a glance of his Countenance; or when he purpaſc- 
<* ly and defignedly fits in order to that end, that his Countenancemay 
\© be truly repreſented ? And I muſt hence conclude, that you are as 
much for thoſe particular points, becauſe giving a glance of your Coun» 
tenance towards them, as paſſing by, as you have concluded St. Ferom- 
to have been for the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, which you then certain- 
ly believed him not to be. | 
Thirdly, 1 come now, in: the laſt place, to conſider what fſatisfaRti- 
on you have made, for theſe your Heterodox defamatory Tenents ;. 
thus in oppoſition to the DoCtrines, Laws, Diſcipline and PraQtice 0 
our Church ; together with your vainer and ill-natur*d jealouſies and 
fears that you'have inſinuated againſt our Biſhops, their Power and Of- 
fice, as hazardous to Kingdoms ; together with your defamations of 
our moſt eminent Doors; ſome of which firſt promoted our Refor- 
mation, and ſealed it with their Blood ;. others zealoufly defended 
and maintained it acainſt all manner of Diſſenters. The late account 
that you have given to my Lord of London of your Irenicumn is a ſtrong; 
prejudice againſt you, that you are ſtill fatisfied with that perfor- 
mance: I am ſure that ackrowledgment and retraitation, which the rea- 
fon and equity of things, and the Laws of God and Man require at your 
hands, is not to be met with there. You are ſo far from it,that you juſti- 
fie what you have written concerning Epiſcopacy, and by the greateſt of 
humane authorities : For you ſay, If you have erred therein, it was with 
a moſt excellent Prince, and a true Friend to the Church of England, whoſe 
ſufferings could never make him from what his Conſcience aud Fudg- 
ment diretted, King Charles the Firſt And thus, when you have flan- 
der?d all our Princes and Biſhops fince the Reformation, to amend the 
matter-you here make the unparallelPd Xi»g Charles the Firſt, and 


elſewhere, all our preſent Biſhops, of your party : What a” the 
atter 
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latter will give you I know not, but ſcarceany good Man will forgive 
you! the fixing ſo bold a Slander onthe former : Nor can your Friends of 
the Presbytery take it well at your hands, that you ſhonld attempt to 
perſwade the World, they brought that Glorious Martyr to the Block 
for being a Pre:byterian, But the aſſerting the ſame thing over again, 
you think to be proof enough againſt me, eſpecially if it be cek*d 
ont with ſome il] Language. 

I have had this account of Dr. Pocklington, a noted Divine of our 
Church, in the days of the bleſſed Aartyr juſt now mentioned ; 
That when he was accuſed and cenſured for delivering in a Sermon 
( probably, that which he Preached before the Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, 
at his Lordſhip*s Viſitation at Ampthill in the County of Bedford, Aug. 
17. 1635. called Sunday no Sabhath,) ſome Tenents concernjng the 
Lords Day, which were thought to be Hererodox, ( or rather thought 
convenient that they ſhould be declared fo, by a Faftion which then 
rhe, by reaſon of their compliance: with the Puritan Party ; ) 

is Penance was to make a Recantation, which he began thus, 1f Canto 
be to Sing, Recanto #s to Sing again, and ſo went on with a defence of his 
Sermon. If you deſigned your Epiſtle Dedicatory for the ſame purpoſe, 
that he was enjoin'd to Preach a Second Sermon, your performance is the 
Came, ora Singing the Second Part to the ſame T une ;, it being only a Self- 
Juſtification : Ind for the better ſceting it oft, I am brought for the 
foil, whom, by the embelliſhments of your Wit and Oratery, you abun- 
dantly repreſented as a Knave and a Fool, Malicious and Ignorant ; 
and this is the whole ſubjeft of it. But, rotwithſtanding, I have con- 
ſidered that the Epiſtle was written in a great Paſſion, and indeed it is 
moſtly a diſcharge of your Choler upon me : and deſigning to be as fa- 
vourable to you as 1 can, I have ſet my ſelf to a- particular examination 
of your other Writings, which were made publick ſince the date of 
your Jrenicwm, tothe time that my Book of Church- Power was put into 
the Preſs, (which was September 1683. ) when your thoughts may be 
ſuppoſed more calm, and your Meditations leſs diſturbed. ( For if 
ſince you have made any notable retrattarions, I am not in the leaſt con- 
cerned in them. ) But alas ! little of amends is to be found here either ; 
' in ſome inſtances, you have offered nothing like a ſatisfattion ; in others, 
nothing plenary, and as might be expected form a perſon of your 
Learning, Dignities, and Quality in the Church, 1 do therefore 
_ farther charge you, and produce your ſelf for my alone evi- 
ence z - 
I. That you have made no ſatisfaCtion for the Manuſcript which you 
have Printed ; and thereby done ſo much injury to our Church in 
gencral, inthe days of King Edward YI. and Queen Elizabeth, and to 
our 
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our moſt eminent Doctors in particular. In all your works there 
occurs not one word that mentions it ; much lefs that either by con- 
feſſion, forrow or ſatisfaction, makesany thing like an amends for it - 
And tho? it may be diſputed, whether any one of theſe alone are ſuf- 
ficient ; yet, where there is no one of them, to be ſure is no repen- 
tance. Nay you are ſo far from any remorſe, or ſenſe of the black 
guilt that is upon you, for this great and groundleſs Scandal, that 
you have to your utmoſt, made it more publick and authoritative : 
For, it was by you delivered to Dr. Burnet, as he owns in his Preface, 
and Printed, by your order, in his Collettion of Records, with the 
Title of Dottor Stillingfleet*s Manuſcript and with the approbation of both 
Houſes of Parliament ;, and this was Eighteen Years after the firſt publi- 
cation of it in your /renicum, (a ſufficient time for Second Thoughts ;) 
and your continued fixed Judgment is thereby notoriouſly made known 
to all Men. And fo, this vagrant, illegitimate Script, without any 
date of its own, as to time z without any original, to make it a Re- 
cord; all your account of it being only this, That by the hand of Provie 
dence it —_—_— to your hands, ( which account is very ſcandalous, 
Providence being the Santuary for every Impoſtor, ) is placed in the 
Hiſtory of the Reformation of the Church of England, with the time and 
year when the Conference was held, and hath theCharatter ( as well 
it may upon your terms ) of an Authentique Writing ;, and hereby Dr. 
Burnet js equally diſhonoured as an Hiſtorian, with your ſelf as a Di- 
wine of the Church of England. 

And firſt ; that your own reputation, as a Divine of the Church of 
England, muſt be ſhrewdly called in queſtion hereby, is moſt mani- 
felt, becauſe, this Aarſcripr, upon your alone authority, and with 
the Charafter of ſiupende eruditionts theologum, is made uſe of by the 
moſt rigid and rude of the Presbyterian Party, to prove, That our firſt 
Reformer: did not believe a Biſhop and a Prechjter to be two diſtinft Or- 
ders ;, but that it isin the power, and at the pleaſure of the Prince to 
Govern by Biſhops and Presbyters, or by Presbyters without them : And 
they farther hereupon aſſert, That our own Divines were generally of 
the ſame Opinion, during the Reign of Queen Ekzaberh-; tho? Bancroft 
and Laxdhave ſince maintained the contrary, and aſlerted Bifhops to be 
by Divine Right, and a diftinit Order. This is to be ſeen in Mr. 
Hickmars Apologia pro ejettis in Anglia miniſtris, vulgs Non-conſormiſtss ;, 
but a particular of this paſlage in it, is given by the Reverend Dean 
of Windſor, Dr. Durell, in his Eccleſie Anglicane Vindicie, cap. 28. 
I might add, becauſe the Eraſtian Party is hereby much confirmed 
and ſtrengthned. Now, canany Man think that a true Son of the 
Church of England ( who by his relation to her alcne, muſt be ſu 
| ] voſed 
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ſed to believe, that the Power of the Prince is quite another thing 
om the Power of the Church, as alſo the Power of a Biſhop, from 
the Power of a Presbyter ) would willingly, and under ſuch circum- 
ſtances as theſe, have given this great advantage to the Adverſary, 
that you ſo manifeſtly have done by reprinting this 2ſanuſcripr, and 
with the approbation of the rwo Houſes of Parliament ;, and not add 
one Note in the argert, diſowning the evil conſequents have 
been drawn from it? Is it not rather a yielding to them, and com- 
plying with the objection, giving new Strength and Sinews unto it ? 
Or, is it not a thankful acceptance of the honour that was done you by 
the fo yer in the Quotation ? And I fear you were over-tickled with 
that higher Exlogy, and wonderful commendation they beſtow'd-upon 
you. Sure am, you could not have ſerved them, and their deſign, 
_y advantageouſly. I muſt confeſs I was ſtartlcd at the firſt reading 
OI It, 
Again, the reputation of Dr. Burnet is equally at the Stake alſo, as 
an Hiſtorian. The grounds and reaſons produced by the Dean of Wind- 
ſor, in his forementioned Y/inaicie, cap. 28, upon which he ſuſpects the 
Manuſcript to be a fraud, and not the writings and determinations of 
Cranner, and thoſe others, whoſe names it bears, ſeems to me very 
conſiderable ; they ampunt indeed to a demonſtration z his words are 
theſe, Nam qui fattum, &c, © For how comes it to paſs that theſe things, 
* in that Afanuſcript, were altogether unknown to John Fox, that 
© moſt diligent compiler of the Acts and Monuments of Cranmer and 
© the other Martyrs, ( a Man over much addicted to the Faction of 
the Puritans, ) © and the other moſt diligent writers of the Church 
© of England ? Whence is it that Cartwright, and other ancienter 
<« Puritans heard nothing of them ? And they are to be believed to 
© have hcard nothing, tlince they have made no mention of them. 
« How happens it that no one Hiſtoriographer of that time, hath 
« remembred ſo memorable a thing, as was that Conference of fo 
<« many illuſtrious Men, concerning, the affairs of ſo great moment ? 
<« For, ( if we may believe the Mannſcripr ) there was enquiry of ma- 
* ny, and the principal heads of Religion, as of the Rights of the 
<« higher Powers about holy things ; and thoſe moſt eminent Men, 
« 2nd learned Prelates, did there diſpute of them all. Pll add, how 
came Mr, Hobbs not to find it out? He was a Man well acquainted with 
Engliſh Story ; 'and the concurrence of Arch- Biſhop Cranmer, and ſo 
many of our firſt Reformers, in his Scheme of Government, ( which I 
have ſhew?d tobe the ſame with this in the Manyſcripr, ) would have 
been very rn unto him : He did not hate our Church and Divines 


ſo much, but that he was glad, on each occalion, to ſerve _ of 
them, 
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them, and did ſo. Surely a wiſe Man would have conſider*d thefe 
things, ſome way or other ; the Dottor wanted full rhoughts and a 
thorough conſideration here, to be ſure; and it ſhall go for part of his pu- 
niſhment, for that he hath ſo much deſpiſed them 1m others : Surely no 
one would have gone to the Preſs without laying theſe things together, 
and their conſequences, but he who looks upon himſelf as the very 
Pillar of Truth, which will bear out any inſcription it 1s entituled 
withal, and his own Authority, as ſufficient to make credible what- 
ever he ſhall think fit to recommend to Mankind. And this his Arbi- 
trary, Precarious, Self-authoritative way of writing Hiſtory, and 
Record-making, is ſo much the more culpable in the DoCtor, becauſe 
he hath particularly blamed Peter Heylin ( a Man much better and ho- 
neſter than himſelf ) upon the like ( as he ſuppoſed ) occaſion. His 
words in his Preface ( after many ſeverer Animadverions upon him ) 
are theſe; 7» one thing he # not to be excuſed, that he never vonched any 
Authority for what he writ, which is not to be forgiven any, who write of 
Tranſattions beyond their own time, and deliver new things not known before 
ſo that upon what grounds he wrote the greateſt part of his Book, we can "only 
conjetwe : For ſurely it is much ſafer, and a great deal lefs dilingenu- 
ous, toproduce no Authority, but leave "Men to their own conjettares, 
than to produce and vouch that Authority which is falſe, and hath no 
bottom at all, except that of one ſingle Dofor ; or, in his own Lan- 
guage, a Sceprical injudicions Touth, who vouches Providence for it ; by 
which he can only mean, that the Mansſcripr came to his hands imme- 
diately from Heaven; for, no humane hand reacht it unto him : All 
Hiſtorians, all Men of what fort ſoever, that can be conceived to have 
been concerned in things relating that way, being altogether filent 
about it. And I ſhall hereafter no more believe him, in, whatever it 
is that he delivers, ( unleſsI ſee the originals with mine own Eyes, or 
have them vouched by a better Authority than his own, ) than I be- 
lieved the late Dialogue between him and the Groanimg-Board, Theold 
malicious Fable of the Nag's-Head-Oramation, ( by which the Emifſa- 
ries of Rome defamed our Church one way, as you have by your Ma- 
ſcript another ) carries much more likelihood of truth and creaibi- 
Ityin it. For, our Biſhops and Divines had a meeting at the Nag's- 
Head-Tavern ;, but it was only to Dine there, when the confirmation 
performed at Bow Church, was over : But there is no ſhew or fem- 
blance of ſo much as a meeting of theſe Church-men that can be pro- 
duced, of whom your counterfeit Manuſcript gives a Relation. For 
= part, I cannot imagine which way he and yon could have more 
cffeftually contrived, whereby to caſt dirt in the Face of our Reſorma- 


tion; You have moſt certainly given two of our prefent and principal 
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Adverſaries thoſe advantages their Predeceſlors never were aware of; 
and the beſt ſervices you can propoſe in the Printing of it, will not 
countervail the certain and moſt notorious damage it has brought to 
our Church. Pl] here tell what I ſometime ſince met with in Livy, 
1.40. c. 30. In the ground of Perils, the Scribe, were found two 
** Cheſts, the one had a bundle in it containing ſeven Books in Latin, 
** de jure Pontificio, or relating to Religious matters z they were peru- 
© ſed by ſeveral, and, at laſt, read to the Senators, who immediate- 
*1ly condemned themto the Fire, ( and they were accordingly burnt 
© before the People, ) becauſe in many things tending to the diſlolu- 
© tion of their Religion. The Wiſdom of that Government knew 
full well the ill conſequences of admitting ſuch looſer Papers into com- 
tition with their received Worſhip, ſuppoſed at firſt to have come 
om Heaven, and made afterwards the Law of the Kingdom. And if 
every multy Script, really moth-eaten by time, or diſguiſed by deſign 
(as were the Giveomres Shoon and Bread ) be received as an Authentique 
Manuſcript, reach*d forth by the hand of Providence, the World will 
never want abuſes, and providential Proviſions of that nature. 

But admit the Aanuſcript is really ſuch as you repreſentit to be; and 
thoſe Biſhops and Dofors did actually meet at ſuch a Conference, and 
make thoſe determinations ;- yet, you and Dr. Burnet are not diſcharg- 
ed, but ſtand accuſed of Unfairhfulnef, and underhand Dealing in the 
Printing and Publiſhing of it ; and that upon theſe two accounts : 
1, For altering the general method of it. 2. For leaving out Biſhop 
Cranmer's Subſcription to Dr. Leightor*s Opinion concerning Church- 
Power, by which he retracted his firſt Erroneous Judgment. The firſt 
is granted by Dr. Burnet ( viz. that the method is altered ) in his pre- 
amble to the Manuſcript ; the other is urged againſt you by Dr. Durell 
in his Findicie, cap. 28. whoſe Narrative of the matter of Fact I only 
repeated ; acculing you but of the ſame Unfairhfulnef,he before had told 
the World you were guilty of, upon his own knowledge and peruſal of 
the Manuſcript in your preſence. Dr. Burnet takes a great deal of 
pains to vindicate himſelf and you herein, in his ſeveral Letters ; but 
he does it with ſuch an imbitter*d Spirit, ſo great rudeneſs of Lan- 
guage, and ſuch ſtruglings and convulſions within himſeif, even appa- 
rent contradiftions, that he muſt be concluded upon ſight to have 
the worſer cauſe ; and, withal, a load of guilt upon him. Ithought 
to have left him tothe due chaſtiſement he hath. already received from 
a judicious hand, in two Letters; but having a freſk provocation in 
the laſt Paragraph of your Epiſtle Dedicatory, I look upon my ſelf 
as engaged to fay ſomething more. You ſeem to boaſt ere the 
harneſs is put of, and to triumph before the Yidtory, in _ 

ollow- 
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following : As to bis accuſation about Archbiſhop Cranmer?s Manuſcript, 
1 thinke bath heard enough + that already, and he owes me 4 Publick Be: 
cantation upon his own terms, for charging me with Unfaithfulneſ, therein, 
for the Scandal and Offence bath been very pablick. Pray how comes it 
that I owe a Publick, Kecantation more than Dr. Durell? Or in what 
have I charged you, or given ſuch Publick, Scandal and Offence, which 
he had not done before? I only produced his Words, and alledged his 
Authority. It ſeems very ſtrange that you ſhould not be ſenſible of 
this heavy Charge, Scandal and Offence till now ; or, if ſenſible, that it 
was not removed. Dr. Durell wrote his YVindicie at leaſt Fourteen 
Years ſince, and yet your ſtory is told without naming him ; and all 
the Folly, and Maanef, and rude way of Diſputing with his Brethren is 
laid at my Door. I confeſs I did not treat you with thbſe molt ample 
magnificent T itles that he did z and if that omiſſion be the inſtance ob 
my rude way, you might have faid ſo. But there are reaſons why 
you did not accoſt him: A Vicar in the Country is trod upon with 
more eaſe and acceptance, than a Dear, who is your equal: And I 
find a . prejudice againſt me, becauſe I have not a Stall in a 
Cathedral, And that you may not think that I ſpeak this at random, 
I muſt here tell you, That there is a Dear of a Cathedral- in this King- 
dom, and of your acquaintance, that has openly and paſſionately. 
exclaimed againſt me, without any conſideration of the matter of 
my Book, as guilty of unpardonable audaciouſneſs; and farther 
ſaid, That, all the Deans in England were concerned in it : So that it is 
with me not altogether unlike what the Biſhop of Salzhourgh ſaid of 
Luther ; And let a Dean ſay what he will, it is an unſufferable thing 
that he ſhould be told of it by a Country Yicar : But I am inclin-- 
ed to believe your chief reaſon to be, that you were ſo Opinionated,, 
as to preſume your ſelf really to be the King in 1/rael, and all other, 
whether Deans or Vicars, to be but as Fleas, when coming out againſt 


you. 
But after all, What is this Publickly, Scandalous, and Offenſroe charge... 
that Mr. Dean of Windſor and [ have conſpired: againſt you in ?. The 
thing is matter of Fact, which may eaſily be adjuſted, if. allowed a, 
fair Iſſue, Your Accuſation is this ;. That when you Printed Archbiſhop. 
Cranmer's Manuſcript, firſt, in your Irenicum, and then in Dr. Burnet's 
Church-Hiſtory; you dealt Unfaithſully, becauſe, that notwithſtanding; 
the Archbiſhop had retracted his firſt Opinion concerning. Church- 
Power, wherein he was Erroneous, and ſubſcribed to Dr. Leightor's. 
Opinion with his own Hand, ſetting Th, C antxarienſis below the DoQors,. 
and blotting out his firſt ſ«bſcription, You have wholly omitted all 
this, without giving an account of it to the World. And. does 
not 
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not Dr. Barat, acknowledgeit in his Letter to. me uport that occaſion, 
and in his two other Letters ? For he there argues to this effect ; 
That tho? heleft out Cranmer”'s Subſcription that was under Leightor's, 
concerning C hurch-Power ; yet heplaced it with Zerghtors at the end of 
the laſt queſtion, concerning Extream Unttion ;, which was in effect the 
ſame, as if he had placed it under that of Church-Power ; his dilign 
in putting 7h. Cantuarienſis to the laſt Article, being, not that it ſhould 
be interpreted, as if he Subſcribed only that one Article with Dr. 
Leighton ; but, as his Subſcription to all the queſtions preceeding ; 
and accordingly he ſet dawn on the Margent of the laſt queſtion, over a- 
gainſt Cranmer*s Subſcription ;, [| Theſe are the Subſcriptions that are at 
the end of every Mars Paper : ] And hereupon, in thoſe his clamorous 
Lines, he does not accuſe me, in that 1 ſaid that he left out that par- 
ticular Szb/cription and Recantation of Cranmer*s, without giving any 
account of it ; but that I Accuſed him uncharitably and Slander'd him 
falſely, in that I ſaid, That he concealed and denied Cranmer's Sub. 
ſcription and Recantation, becauſe he had omitted it there: Whereas, it 
was ſet down in DurelPs own'Senſe, ( tho? with ſome variation in the 
Words ) under the queſtion of Extream Unttion. Hence he proceeds, 
as upon a Victory, inſulting, and calumniating'; he bids me go read 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels more carefully, and learn to prattice the Rules 
of TFuſtice and Chriftian Charity, not to ſpeak, of Prudence and com- 
mon Diſcretion, at this rate exerciſing his Talent of Evil-ſpeaking 
upon me. 

But, the worthy Doctor, cooling by degrees, and brought to his 
ſecond thoughts, by a due Correction, in two Zetters, for this Extra- 
vagance ( the advices of his Friend prevailing more with him than his own 
keats, ) changes his Note, and tellsa new Story ; iz. That, *tis true, 
a Mars Subſcription belongs to every line in his Letter ; but by this ſame Art of 
reaſoning, it will not therefore follow, that, one Subſcription at the end 
of Seventeen Queſtions of different Subjetts, in ſundry particulars, oppoſing 
ore avorher to contradittions, can be his aſſenting to all the Opinions contained 
' i them; hereupon the Scene is aitered, and another Plot comes upon 
the Stage ; he owns, That Cranmer*sname was Subſcribed under Leigh- 
rows in the queſtion of Church-Power ; ( tho' left out by himſelf and 
Dr. Stulling fleet ;, ) but not by way of Recantation;, but all that he.can make 
of the Subſcription 1s, that he might, according to a Rule that ſome Miniſters? 
of State bave obſerved, ſet bis hand to thoſe Papers, as a- mark, that they 
might n0t be altered; and as ro L.eightons Paper, there may be this particular 
reaſon for it, that Leighton's not being in the Commiſſion, Cranmer, who 
it ſeems order?d him to write anſwers to thoſe Queries, might have ſet bis hand 
70 bis Paper, as 4 warrant t0- him for having writ them; And isnot _ 
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fine jugling ? ' Or rather, it is no jugling at all,” but downright bare- 
faced impudence : And the Dodtor is reſolved to fay any thing ra- 
ther than give up his bad Cauſe. You may aſſare your ſelf, that how> 
ever theſe conjettures ( for he profeſſes them to be no# more ) or rather 
dreams, may be received, as of force enough to put ar end ro the whole 
anatter, ( whereupon he has reſolved nor to write one word more on this 
Subjett, ) by thoſe of your own Party, who, as ſo many abſorpt Stars, 
move only in your Yortex; yet, there will be found ſome conſiderin 
Men in the Kingdom, that will not be caught with ſuch baits ; who þ 
not ſhelter themſelves under the aul@& in of ſome particular Perſons, to whom 
ther underſtandings are bored in perpetual Slavery, believing their ander- 
ſtandings of age to judge for themſelyes. ( Yu ſee 1 make your Writings a 
pattern for my tile. ) And ſince the Hiſtorian has no moreto ſay for him- 
ſelf, it can avail very little with others, That a very eminent Perfon took. 
the direftion of the whole into his Care ;, or to ſay farther, the 'method be. 
comes the exattnefs of his Fudgment who adviſed it, And he farther brags, 
( which no doubt but he mentions as the particular of bis merit ) That no 
Perſon had ever obſerved before him that Cranmer had changed his mind, ſo 
that without his evidence it cannot be proved to this day ;, and the Eraitians 
may {till cite him on their ſide ;, it ſeems to be but a meer ſham, becauſe no 
Man but he ever accuſed him in that nature, and he brings for it only 
the Authority of your Manuſcript ; ſo thatin effeft he feigns him guilty, 
and pleads his own merit in acquitting him; makesa Plot and thendiſ- 
covers It. 

Had you ( Sir) deſigned ingenuouſly in this affair, and with that in- 
tegrity Men uſe, whoaim at Truth only, - you would not, upon Print- 
ing the AMannſcript in Dr. Burners Church-Hiſtory, have paſſed over 
with filence, the account: that Mr. Dear of. Windſor gave to the World 
concerning it :- Neither would you have waved, as you did, that after 
notice and opportumty that I gave you, in my Letter dated May 1. 
1682, of confulting with him about.it, for he was then alive; and a 
Journey frog London to Windſor is not ſo great and expenſive, but 
that a full compenfation. might thereby have been made to. - your 
felf, if not to the Publick: And in truth, fo bad do your circumſtances 
appear in every reſpect, that: I muſt tel} you plainly, I have not met 
with a more notorious Artifice, and palpable abuſe in all my reading ; 
unleſs, I accept that of the Popes Legares in the Comncil of Carthage, 
for the Adulterating of the Nicene Canons ; And there ſeems but one way 
left, whereby in any meafaure--you may vindicate your Reputations z 
it is by Printing the /dan/cript entire, ( tho?, how Dr. Derell will be 
anſwer*d at this time o'th? day, if any thing be otherwiſe than he hath 
repreſented it, I cannot tell, ) it is the advice, as | haye ben —__ 
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ed, ſome of your Friends have given you already z and that you repli- 
ed, You had loſt it ; but that cannot be, for it is one of the Topicks, 
whence Dr Burnet, in his Letter, aggravates my ſuppoſed Crime, in 
acculing him of VUnfaithfulneft ;, bleed refufhr to give my own Eyes that 
ſatisfatton, woich be deſired a Neighbour Clergy-man of mine to offer me : 
Now, tho? this is very falſe, as that Neighbouring Clergy-man has fatis- 
fied him by Letter ; yet he muſt beafalſer Man if he had not it then by 
him. Belides, it is well known, that the only revenge he pretended 
to take, was, ſo ſoon as my Book was made publick, to fix the Ma- 
ſcript upon the Bookseller*s ſtall ; 1 did joyfully expect it, and am con- 
fident that Mr. 7ooke would not have ſued himfor it, either atthe Chan- 
cery or Common Law, as rendring thereby his Book, unſaleable. 1 was 
ſo fair as to produce my Authority at the firſt, and upon the pro- 
_ of yours, if it be found better, I ſhall willingly and heartily 
ubmit. 

2. Youhave not made a juſt ſatisfaQtion for thoſe very Erroneus and 
Heterodox Opinions, which you have publiſhed . and maintained, 
concerning that Power enſtated by Chriſt on his Church-Officers, for mak- 
ing of Laws, as occaſion, and their Prudence direCts them ; whether 
as to matters of ſndifferencies, or Faith, or Manmers, Which Power 
you-have eithertranſlated to the Civil Magiſtrate, or, in effe&t to the 
People, or Behevers ih common. 

The Appenaex to your JTrenicum is the Treatiſe, to which, as I have 
been informed, you ſtill refer all thoſe who require better ſatisfaCti- 
on from you as to thoſe points. And, to be ſure, this is your D:/- 
courſe, out of which, fay, I have taken all my conſiderable Argu- 
ments to prove the Church a diſtint# Society ; for there is none publiſhed 
you above twenty years ſince, except this, that treats of the ſame ſub- 
ject. Andit may be expected to find ſome amends here, if ever you 
havemade,or defign*d, any becauſe it ſeemsto be added to the Iremcun, 
on purpoſe to rectifie what appear?d amiſs, or to ſupply ſomething 
wanting init. Now he that duly and ſeriouſly conliders jt, will find 
the whole performance to conſiſt of theſe two Heads : that, you 
there aſlert, the Church a diſtin&t Society from the State, always to 
ſubſiſt by a Charter from Chriſt, in the outward viſible profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity ; tho? the Powers and Laws of the World are againſt it ; 
and this in oppoſition to the Leviathan, who ſays, That the precepts 
of the Goſpel are not Law, till enaCted by Civil Authority : And your 
arguments are common but good, by which you prove it; which he 
that treats on the ſame point, cannot well omit, all | agrecing ſo far, 
that really own Chriſtianity. Again, you farther aſlert, 1hat our 
Saviour, by a ſpecial Charter alſo, hath enabled ſome of this Society 
[0 
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to govern , commanding all the Members of it to obey, and which 
comes to the very point now in hand. But this Power, which is fixed 
by you on the Paſtors of the Charch, is alſo limited to the Power of 
Excommunication, as the argument of it (anſwering to the Title) ſpeaks; 
but you leave all other Afts and Offices of the Church, where you had 
placed them before in the main Treatiſe z 5. e. ( excepting the Offices 
of Teaching and Adminiſtring the Sacraments ) in the hands of the 
Civil Magiſtrate. So that, as I ſaid above, the Power over Sacred 
Things is annexed entirely to the Civil Power : And the Church” Go- 
vernors are only to adminiſter in the Offices of them, without any 
Power, whereby to puniſh offenders againſt the Laws of Religion, And 
this is with Dr.Stilling fleet, To defend the fundamental Rights of the Church) 


or his aſſerting the juſt Power of the Magiſtrate in Eccleſiaſticks as well as 


Civils, in oppoſition to the extravagances of thoſe, who ſcrewed up the Church- 
Power to jo high a peg, that it was thought to make perpetual diſcord with 
the Commonwealth ; and others, that acked down all Spiritual Power mto the 
Civil State, and diſſolved the Church into the Commonwealth ;, as you tell 
us, in the entrance to the Treatiſe. And ſo, tho* the diſcourſe, as to 
the main, is Sound and Orthodox; yet inthe preſent deſign of it, it is a 
colluſion and =P put upon the Reader. It ſeems of the ſame nature 
with that lye of 
kept back part of that poſleſſion,which he ſold for the uſe of the Church, 
and ſaid it was the whole ; ſo have you kept back part of the Power 
of the Church, and ſaid you have given in the whole. And the reply 
that Peter gave to Ananias, may not unhtly be returned to you allo : 
UWhy haſt thou conceived this thing in thine Heart? Thou 
haſt not lyed unto Ben, but unto Hod. Ads 5. 1, 2, 3, 4- 
The next Treatiſe that I have made enquiry into, for the finding 
out your after judgment in theſe points, is, Your Vindication of Arch- 
biſhop Lad; in which 1 find little amends for - theſe your Erroneous 
Irenicum Doetrines ; but, rather, an evident confirmation of many of 
them, if not doing worſe. In your Firſt Part. Cap. 2. Se. 2,3, 4, 
5, C&c, your work 1s to overthrow that Erroneous Aſſertion in the 
Church of Rome, viz. That, the Definitions of the Church are to be be- 
heved to be as neceſſary to Salvation as the Articles of the Creed, In order 
to which, you take a moſt ſecure and effeftual way ; and aſſert, That 
the Being of the Church it ſelf is not neceſſary to Salvation ; ( mean- 
. ng thereby the Church Orgarica!, conſiſting of ſet Officers, as may be 
gather*d from your following Diſcourſe, tho? you ought to have ſet 
out the oppoſition in the entrance of it ; for want of which, the 
terms in your concluſion are perplexed and involved; and you talk of 
a Churchantecedent to a Church,and of a true Church out ofa true Church, 
K with- 


anias (anditis to the Holy Ghoſt ) whereby, as he 
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without any Specifications) for the proving of which, you take a 
great deal of pains ta-inform us, what things are neceſſary to the Salvation 
of Men, as ſuch, or conſidered in their ſingle and private Capacities; or (in 
your own words and ſenſe ) out of the Church Society, or Eccleſirſtical 
Communion : And having concluded, That believing im Chriſt ard walks 
ing in him; or an hearty aſſent to the Dottrine of Chriſt, and a conſcien- 
Hows walking according to the precepts of it, are that Faith and Dity wndiſpen- 
fably neceſſary to the Salvation of Private Perſons. You then add, T hat, 
that which we call the Catholich Church ;, or, as you farther ſpeak, the being 
of a Church, ſuppoſes this antecedent belief in Chriſtians, as to theſe things 
neceſſary to-Salvation, it being only a combination of Men together, upon 
that belief, and for the performance of thoſe Atts of Worſhip which are 
ſegtable thereto, You go on, and ſay, whatever Church owns theſe things, 
(where by a Church you can only mean thoſe which are not a Church, 
hutout of the combination, and in their private capacities, or antc- 
cedent to it ; but you areto look to your terms, not 1, ) which are an- 
recedently neceſſary to the being of a Church, cannot ſo long ceaſe to be a true 
Church ( wherethe contradiction recurs, and you ought thus to' have 
expreſſed it ; That Men in their private and perſonal capacities, be- 
Toma theſe neceſſary things, caunot ceaſe to be true Chriſtians, tho? 
out of that Church and Combination ; for ſach is your meaning ) be- 
cauſe it retains the foundation of the betng of the Catholick, Church. Again, 
the diſtintion that you uſe is equally unintelligible, and contradicto- 
ry.; viz, Here we muſt diſtinguiſh thoſe things in the Catholique Church, 
which. give it its being, from thoſe things which are the proper atts of it, as 
the C ©. ra Church: As to ths latter, the ſolemn  Worſimp of God in the 
way preſcribed by him ts neceſſary ;, in order to which there muſt be ſuppoſed 
lawful Officers ſet inthe Church, Sacraments duely Adminiſtred;, but theſe I 
ſay, are rather the exerciſe of the Catholigue Church, than that which gives 
it its being,: which s the belief of that Religion whereon its ſubſiſtence and unity 
depends ;, and: as long as a Church retains this, it keeps its being, tho? the 
integrity and- perfettion of it depend upon the due exerciſe of all Atts of 
Communion init. How theſe things can be ſaid to be in the Catholick 
Church, and give it its being, as Faith, &c. whoſe being you told 
us, a little before, ſuppoſed them, and. to which they are antece- 
dent, you, not I, are to make out when you can: Or how theexerciſe 
of Church Communion is the perfection of Faith-and'\good Works. I 
have always learnt the contrary ; viz.. That Faith and good Works 
are the perfeftion of Church Communion, in attendance to the 
ordinances You ſay farther, That the Union of the Catholique Church 
deperds upon the agreement of it, in making the Foundations of its being ( that 
is, Believing in Chriſt and walking in him ) ro: be the gromds of its 
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Communion : From whence it neceſſarily follows, that whatſoever Church 
impoſerh the belief of other things, as neceſſary Articles of Faith ( and 
not only agreements for the Churches Peace ) which were rot ſo ante- 
.cedem ly neceſſary to the being of the Catholick Church, doth , as much 44%n 
it lies, break, the Unity of it, and thoſe Churches, who deſire zo preſerve its 
"Unity, are bomdtherely not to have” Communion with it, ſo loug as it doth 
ſo. To which you add, That nothing ought to be impoſed as a neceſſary 
Article of Faith to be believed bf all, bur what may be evndently propounded 
to all perſons, as a thing which God did require the explicite belief of. As 
alſo, That _ ought to be required as a neceſſary Article of Faith, 
-but what hath betn believed, and recerved for ſuch, v the C atholick, Church 
of all Ages, All which, whoſo pleaſe may read more at large, from 
Page 48. to Page 57. I having only digetted it, and put inas-narrow 
a room, and with as much perſpecuity zs I covld : For, fince the 
rule is, He that gives muſt take, 1 ventureto be-fodold astotell you, Its 
There all along very roughly and incoherently, both as to matter-and 
form, even contradiQorily put together by you ; tho' not altogether fo 
unintelligibly, but that it is plain and evident, that you have quite 
overthrown the Fe/wite : For, as I faid before, If all Articles of Faith 
neceſſary to Salvation, be antecedent to the being of the Charch, and 
its Governors, the Paſtors of it ; they cannot then, how great ſoever 
that Power is, wherewith they are enſtared by Chriſt, be conceived 
to have created any one of them: But the main doubt is, How you 
will anſwer for thoſe many and palpable injuries our common Chrt- 
ſtianity ſuffers thereby, and reſcue your ſelf from the perverſer 
conclulions, - which are the immediate reſnlt of your Arguing. 
AS, ; s 
1. That a Man may be a Chriſtian, and not a Church Member. 
2. That true Faith and Obedience may 'be attained out of the 
Chnrch. | 
- 3. That the being of the Church is not neceſſary to Salvation. 
* 4+ That the Church is a ſubſequent Combination for Acts of Wor 


P- | | 

5- That Church Officers are not of the eſlence of the.Church. | 

- 6. That the exerciſe of the Communion of the Catholick Church 
adds only to her perfeftion. - And by.conſequence, 

7- That the Church doth not ceaſe to be a Church without it, 

wy other ways, thana Man ceafeth to be a Man without a Hand or a 

8. That the Union of the Catholick Church depends upon its agree- 

ment in the Foundation ; or in that aſſent and belief which is antece- 

daneous unto it. Or thus, "of 

: | WS}. 9- That. 
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9. That Schiſm, which is a breach of the Churches Union, does 
not relate to Church Officers, in their Church Laws and Canons. 

10. Thar all neceſſary Articles of Faith are antecedent to the Ca- 
tholick Church ; and conſequently, that Article of the Holy Catholick 
Church in our Creed. 

IT. That the being of a Miniſtry is not the objeC(t of a Chriſtian 
Man's Faith, ſo as neceſſarily to be believed by him. 

- 12, That, that Church which impoſtth it as ſuch, as much as in it 
lies, breaks the Unity of the Church : And other Churches are not 
bound to have Communion with it, ſo long as it does ſo. 

- 13. That the Church Explanations of Faith, are not a neceſſary ob- 
ject of Faith. 

14. -Thatthe Church ought not to explicate any one Article of Faith, 
or deliver and recommend it in any other words, for the aſlent of Faith, 
than thoſe we find in Scripture. | 

15. That when any ſuch Explication of Faith is made, it muſt be 
madeevident to all perſons, that God did command that Explication, 
and require the explicite belief of it. 

16. That the determinations of Faith made by any Council, but 
more particularly, by the Four firſt General Councils, are an Uſurpati- 
on, and Impoſition upon Chriſtendom ; becauſe, there is no Declara- 
tion of God's will, that thoſe higher Articles ſhould be ſo explain- 
ed ns impoſed on Chriſtians, as in thoſe Councils they are deter- 
mined, 

17. That Athanaſius and the Homoouſians were the impoſers upon 
the Church of God, in that great Controverlie betwixt them and the 


s, 

18, That, Univerſality as to perſons, time and place is not that 
which makesa neceſlary Article of Faith ; becauſe, all neceſlary Arti- 
clesof Faith are ſuppoſed by you to have been antecedent to the Carho- 
lick Church, as to perſons, time and place ; and conſequently, you 
muſt either ſay, That the Article of the Catholick, Church, is no neceſſa- 
ry Article, or objett of Faith z or thoſe conditions are not neceſſary to 
the making ſuch. ; 

19- That the placing ſome Books of the New Teſtament ip the C4- 
201, which were not once there, for ſome time of the Church, is an 
impoſition. - 

20. That allthe Laws and Definitions of the Church, concerning the 
- higheſt Articles of Faith, oblige no otherwiſe, than when concerning 
an ordinary Ceremony. [5 4 

21. That there is no more guilt in denying the Doctrine of one Sub- 
ſtance, than in not ſtanding up when the Nicene Creed is ſaid, ſuppoling 
thata Awprick hath injoyned it, 22, That 
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22. 'That the Church of England hath put the Nicene and Arhanaſcan 
Creeds into her Church ſervice, and enjoined them for an inſtance of 
her Confeſſion of Faith, when ſhe does not require that we believe © 
them ; or if ſhe do, ſhe goes beyond her Authority, 

23. That ſhe greatly erres, not only in impoſing the Athanaſs- 
an Creed for our Confeſſion of Faith, which, either ſhe does not re- 
quire us to believe; or if ſhe does, we ought not to believe; but 
turns out the Apoſtles Creed, upon certain days, to bring that in its 
room. 

24. That her breach of truſt, together with the affront, is much 
more unpardonable ; becauſe the Athanaſian Creed is commanded to 
be ſaid in the room of the Apoſtles, on the higheſt days, and in the 
higheſt Offices of our Chriſtian Service and Worſhip ; viz. The 
great Feitivals of the Year, as Chriſtmas-day, Eafter-day, Aſcenſi- 
on-day, Whitſunday, Trinity-Sunday , when a more particular, fig- 
nal Confeſſion of our Faith, with the greateſt Zeal and Ardency, 
Courage and Reſolution, is implied to be a Chriſtian Man's Duty. 

And laſtly, That, herein and hereby, you give ſupport and coun- 
tenance to the many SeCtaries that are among us ; as, Anabaptiſts, Sosi- 
»ians, Independents, Quakers; who, upon theſe very grounds tifat you 
have laid down to oppoſe the Church of Rome, quite fling off the 
Miniſtry, or Church of « God, ax altogether uſeleſs as to its publick 
Ads of Worſhip, or Decrees and Declarations : Or elſe, they, to be 
ſure, look upon it as that which cannot be ſuppoſed abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary to Salvation, And, indeed, the xls uence comes una- 
voidable upon you; for, if that which is necellary to: the Salva- 
tion of all Men, be antecedent to Church Society, or Eccleſi- 
aſtical Communion, and attainable without it, you will find very 
little left, whereby to perſwade Men to ſubmit to that Society. 

It is yielded, that Believers, in ſome ſenſe, are antecedent to the 
Church, viz. as the Chnrch is a Society veſted by God with Power to 
oblige the whole ; becauſe, this Power cannot be received, and vouch- 
ed, as true, and not an impoſture, but upon a preſumption of the 
Scriptures being God? revealed Word, approved as ſuch by Signs and 
Wonders, to the Senſe and Reaſon of all Men; there being no other 
way, whereby the truth of any Power pretending from HeavenP#can be 
tried, and vouched : That, by which, a thing is tried and made mani- 
feſt, muſt be before that which is tried by it. We muſt firſt believe 
that God hath erected ſuch a Society or #corporation, ere we can be 
ſatisfied, that it is our duty and intereſt to enter into it. But, ſurel 
no Man was ever reputed -a Chriſtian, ( or Society of Men a Church, 
till aQtually enter'd into that Church Communion and Combination hw 
thing 
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thing lefs can be interpreted, believing in Chriſt, and walking 'm Chriſt, 
in the ordinary. way ; ( and of extraordinary- or exempt caſes you 
cannot be underſtood, forthat would be no anſwer to this Adverſary, 
who was diſputing of what.was,' or ought to be, ordinarily, _) nor is 
there any coming to Heaven in a perſonal capacity ;, 4. e, not a Church 
Amber. And that Doctrine which maintains otherwiſe, is the cen- 
ter of all Enthuſiaſtical Fanatick, madneſs ; to talk of a rrue Church, with 
all things zeceſſary to the being of 4 Chyrch, antecedent to this Church- 
Memberſhip, and not in relation to viſible Communion, and vilible 
Duties, under viſible-Officers and Perſons, is. an Earopian Scheme, or 
building of Caſtles in the air. Thoſe that expect any benefit by th2 
Redemption of Feſ4, out of the wiſivle Church, would do well to plead 
with thoſe Gnoſticks in Ireneus, That oy are rendred inviſible to their 
Judge alſo, at thelaſt day, Adv. Here/. lb. 4.c. 9. 

. - You are ſo ingenuous in your /renicum ( Pag. 32. ) as tocaution the 
Reader, That all the Rules and PraQicks you there draw from the Laws 
of Nature, were but the fictions of your own Brain, and a Scheme of 
Nothings.- Your words are theſe, A State of Nature 1 look upon as an 
Imaginary State ;, for it us confeſſed by the great aſſerters of it, That the Re. 
lations*of Parents and Children, cannot be conceived in a State of natural 
Liberty, becauſe Children ſo ſoon as Born are attually under the Power ard 
Authority of their Parents : And it is {ome ingagement in order to the 
obtaining his pardon, for the impertinence and extravagances in that 
nature, he was to meet with. I think the fame caution would have 
been equally ſeaſonable here alſo ; for your Srate of Nature is not more 
Imaginary than your State of Grace : And it will be as difficult to meet 
with a Chriſtian out of the Church, and independent to his Spirituel 
Father and Governor, as to find a Child without a Father, or in no 
tye of Duty to him. Chriſtianity is a Body by God*s inititution and 
command, and not purely by after voluntary Acts of Men; it can 
neither ſuppoſe nor leave Men at Liberty ; no Man lays limits to the 
Power and Mercy of God ; thoſe that have »o Law, he may ſave with- 
out the Law; and thoſe Chriſtians whoſe unhappy circumſtances, and 
harder neceſlity, have caſt them into that dry Laud where no Water 1s, 
or out of Church Privileges, andit was not in their choice to obviate 
and prdvent it, will be faved by the Mercy of God. But then no Man 
ought to enlarge that, which God, by his Revealed Will, hath 
bound up and limited ; or, ( where his Church, in her Offices and 
Adminiſtrations, is in aftual being and ſetled ) giveto any the pro- 
miſe and aſſurance of Salvation out of it, and take upon them the 
confidence to preſcribe what things are neceſſary to-the Salvation of Men, 
« ſuch, or conſidered in their ſingle and private capacities, or out of the 
Church Society and Eccleſiaſtical Communion. | It 
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. * It isyour own obſervation, from Father Layne the' Fe/ſaite, at the 
Comncil f 7 rent, ( Iren. Þ. 133. ) That it 1s not with the Church as with 
other Societies, which are firſt themſelves; and then conſtitute the Gover- 
nors, But the Governor of this Society was firſt himſelf, and he appointed 
what Orders, Rules and Laws ſhould govern this Society. And wherein he 
hath determined any thing, we are bound to look, upon that, as neceſſary to the 
maintaining that Society. And, as our Saviour had ail Power in Heaven 
and Earth committed to bim of the Father, and to him alone, it was con- 
fined to his perſon, as Aratator ; fo, he tranſmitted it to a certain 
Succeſſion of Men only ; viz. the Apoſtles, who were Governors of his 
Church in his abſence, and derived the ſame Power to their Szcceſfors, 
to be continued till his coming again, for the governing and guid- 
ing Mankind intoall truth, that brings Salvation. And ſo far were 
the firſt Propagaters and Planters of Chriſtianity, from conſenting to 
your methods of Salvation antecedent to this A4mſtry, or Governritetit, 
that they pitcht upon the quite contrary Rules ; and Church combination, 
under its Officers, and in its Ordinances, ſeems to be the firſt Chriſtian 


- Principle they taught thoſe Candidates to whom they were ſent, and 


their firſt work was to ſetle a Afniſtry. So St. Clemens in hisEpiſtle 
to the Corinthians, tells us, That they conſtituted approved Met to 
be Biſhops and Deacons,. 5 peanifey 1154Jer, over thoſe Regions and 
Perſons that had ſubmitted to the truth of the Goſpel upon: its gene- 
ral motives, and deſigned to: go on to perfettion ; unto which they could 
alone attain ( i. e. #0 4 believing. in Chriſt and walking in him ) by the 
help and co-operation of their 1niftry. And when St. Fobx returned 
out of Patmos, it is ſaid, That he betook himſelf to the Neighbouring 
Provinces, and conſtituted Biſhops, ſetting whole Churches in order. 
Euſeb. Eccl. Hiſt, 1. 3. c. 23. And the only notion that the Ancients 
have of a Church, is, as made up of Paſtor and People. Eccleſia in 
Epiſcopo & Clero & omnibus ftantibies, Cypr. Ep. 27. Eccleſiam eſſe pleber 
Sacerditi ſuo adimatam, & gregem ſs paſtori adherentem, Ep. 69. Ec- 
cleſiam'non- eſſe que' non habet Sacerdotem, Hieron. Adv. Lucifer. Ec 
cleſia ſumitur pro catu fidelium cum Epiſcopo, ſme quibus privatim congregare 
Anathema wy Conc, Gangr, Can.6. An Eſſential Church, that is not 
organical, appear*d not m theſe Coaſts. 

I confeſs,, your unuſual improvement of this Argument! againſt the 
Chnrch of Rome, with ſo mnch difadvantage to the Church of Eng- 
land, wag fo-ſurprizing wito me, that 1 was inclinable to perſwade 
my ſelf, the Fairies had changed: theſe particular Sheets, as ſome 
talk they do Children at Nurſe ; or elſe, that ſome unlucky Feſudre 
had' Tranſubſtantiared them; But reading on, I met with Reaſons 
that made me” belicve it might . be the Genuine' ProduFt-of your” 

| own 


£ ,» 
own Brain ; you having farther declared your ſelf with the like Liberty, 
in theſe following particulars : As, 

That the Church hath no declarative Power in matters of Faith ;, or, 
ſuppoſing any Article obſcure to us, or inverted and involved by He- 
reticks ; ſothat the matter of it hath not been explicitly acknowledg- 
ed in all Ages of the Church antecceding, when the preſent Church 
gives the true meaning of it, according to the tradition of Faith, 
evidencing thereby the Senſe of the Article ; or, which is the ſame, the 
ſenſe of Scripture, on which the Article is founded, and engages the 
aſſent of all Chriſtians thereunto : That, hereby, ſhe creates a new Ar- 
ticle of Faith, ( pag. 75, 945- ) as if there were no mean betwixt- the 
Power of the ſingle Church'of Rome, who reſolves all her attings into 
her own immediate Authority, and the true Power of the Catholick 

- Church of God, which determines antecedent truths, that were 
( tho? leſs known, or miſinterpreted ) from the beginning ; and, when 
the reaſon of her decree is not from her own Authority, but the 
Tradition of Faith, delivering the ſenſe of the Holy Ghoſt down unto 
us. 

That, the Church repreſenting, and the Church diffuſive are all one ; 
nothing can make the Church «Fra and repreſentative, but the belief 
of what ts neceſſary to Salvation, ( Pag. 86, 87. ) I thought a diſtant 
Power, by Ordination, had conſtituted the Paſtors of the Church. 
You go on at the ſame confuſed rate, Pag. 251, 252. Pll only write 
out your words at large, and lIct the Reader judge of them ; That 
which being ſuppoſed a Church is, and being diſtroyed, it ceaſeth to be, us 
the formal conſtuution of it ;, but thus it is as to the Churc , Thebelief of 
Fundamentals makgs it a Church, and the not believing them makes it my 
to be a Chriſtian Church: 1 ſpeak. of an eſſential, not an organical Church : 
And I know not who thoſe perſons are, who out of thoſe places ( Luk. 10. 
16. Matth. 28. 19, 20. Joh. 14. 16.) do infer the perpetuity of an or- 
ganical Church ;, nor if they did, death it thence follow, they muſt ſuppoſe 
an infallible aſſiſtance, beyond an eſſential, ( 'tis ſtrange that a 
ſhould be found betwixt theſe two in your own ſenſe of them, to con- 
ſtitute Paſtors of Chrifi*s own _— ) to make it an organical Church ; 
for I cannot imagine what neceſſity can be ſuppoſed of infallibility, in order 
1 that which may be ſufficiently conſtituted without ir, The perpetuity of 
the Church, doth rather ay the infallibility of the promiſe, than of the 
Church, ' Suppoſing then, that the promiſes, by you inſiſted on, ſhould be ſo 
far nos, 2 to imply a perpetuity of a Chriſtian Church, what doth that 
argue but only this, that to mag it appear that promiſe is infallibly true, there 
ſhall always be @ Succeſſion of Chriſtians in the World ? Suppoſe 1 grant that 
the being of a Chriſtian Church doth ſuppoſe the aſſiſtance of God's __ ” 

thee 


- on, 


a 


C23.) 
there no aſſiſtance but what is infallible ? If mor, 10 one can be a Chriſtian 
without infallibility ;, for we ifeak, of no other aſſiſtance, but what 1s neceſſa- 
ry to make Men Chriftians; for what makes them ſuch ſeverally, taks 
them conjunttly, makes them a Church. But if you, beſides what - aſſiſtance 
es requiſite ro makg Men Chriſtians, do ſuppoſe ſomewhat more to mag 
them a Church, I pray name what it is * And whatever it be, it will not be 
own'd by ſuch who infer a Perpetuity. But if in order to that, no more be 
meant ( as no more can be meant ) than what is neceſſary to make Men Cbri- 
ftians ;, then infallibility will grow ſo cheap and common, (1 add, and 
Church-Power and Offices together with it ) it will not be worth chal- 
lenging by you for your Church ;, neither will a Miniſtry be worth chal- 
lencing by us either. But this is agreeable enough with the Title you - 
ſtill give the — inthis Treatiſe; and as if he had no other Pre- 
lation, but what is derived from his Majeſty, and is purely Secular , 
you call him his Loraſkip only. I much queſtion, Whether it might 
not have diſcompoſed the Calm that moſt exemplary Prelate died in 
upon the Scaftold at Tower-#ill, if he could then have been aware that 
he ſhould have had ſuch a Yindicator, 1 cannot here but repeat it a- 
gain, tho? it be ſo very Offenſive, How gladly I ſhould ſee the Church 
of Rome oppoſed, and our common Chriltianity not ſtruck at with the 
ſame blow and hand : Surely the due Power of God's Church might 
have been vindicated, and Rome*s Uſurpations rejefted, without this 
intermingling all as one, both Prieſt and People, as you have done here 

moſt Scandalouſly. 
And at the ſame rate you diſpute alſo againſt the Monarchical Govern« 
ment of the Church, and an infallible judge ( Pag. 464.) becauſe Chriſt no 
where, that we read of, took care that we ſhould be freed from all kind of Con- 
troverſies ; and we no where find ſuch a State of Chriſtian Church > ne or 
promiſed, where Men ſhall be of one mind, ( only that peace and brotherly 
love continue, 1s all that C hriſtians are bound to, ) and that every Man bave 
the ſame Underſtanding. Which Arguments conclude as forcibly a- 
gainſt any other Government, even that of our Saviour himſelf, and his 
Apoſtles, were they upon Earth again, and in the ſame circumſtances, 
as when here before. Nay, you have uſed theſe very Arguments a- 
gainſt all manner of Government in your Jrenicurm. And farther ( Pag. 
172.) you infer, Becauſe it is not in the Power of the Church of Rome 
judicially and authoritatively to determine what Books belong to the Canon of 
ipture, and what not : Therefore, the Church in this caſe is but 4 
Fury of grand Inqueſt, to ſearch into matters of Fatt, and not a Fudge upont 
the Bench, to determine in point of Law: And thereby take away all 
judicial Power from the Church, to oblige her Members or Subjets 
by, for their aſſent and ſubmiſſion ” her AQts and Decrees, y_ 
ug 
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dne ſearch of matter of FaClt, and full evidence of the” Truth - and 
Certainty of thoſe Articles, Rules and Canons, enjoin'd and command- 
ed. Andthus you particularly affront the PraCtice of our own Church ; 
ſhe having made it Law, that only ſuch a certain number of Books of 
the Old and New Teſtament be acconmted and received as Canonical, 
and withal requiring Sab/creprion thereunto ( asa judge upon a Bench 
to be ſure?) by all that are admitted by her into holy Orders, 

- Andas you have before concluded, That whatever Power can be 
ſuppoſed by Chriſt to be promiſed and derived to his Church, from 
att. 28. 19, 20. Cc. 1s that which cach private Chriſtian partakes 
of. So again ( Pag.516.) you ſay, That whatever Power can be 
ſuppoſed in a General Comncil, muſt be firſt in the Church diffuſcve, and 
from thence be derived to the Conrcil. Which in effe&t is thus, That 
the Biſhops of Chriſtendom ( who by right are only to ſit in Comncil, 
and ſuch Presbyters as have ſat and acted there, did it only as their Sub- 
ſtitates, and by virtue of their deputation) recelve their Power either 
from the Presbyters and Deacons ;, or, which is worſe, from the Laity or 
Believers in common. The Presbyters, indeed, make the lower Houſe 
of Convocation in our Church of England ; but the reaſon of that isfrom a 
particular Law in our Kinedom,which imboaies no Canons,giving to them 
the Serular proteion, but ſach as paſs the Votes of all the jnferior Clergy 
6f the Nation, repreſented by the Presbycers that ſit there, as well as the 
Votes of the upper Clergy or Biſhops, Such Stuff have you put to- ' 
gether, and yet there is worſe; for you add,” The utmoſt then can be ſup- 
poſed in this caſe, is, That the parts of the Church may voluntarily conſent to 
hecept the decrees of ſuch a Council ; and.by that voluntary att, or by 
the Supreme Authority enjoining it, ſuch decrees may become Obligatory * As 

re Hrenjcum as any in the World. 

PII add but one inſtance more, by which it will farther appear, 
how you run againſt, or at leaſt evade, the trae Power of the 5iſbops 
atid Paſtors of the Church, veſted in them by Chriſt, for the obliging 
the whole ; and it is that of Schi/m, which ( in proſecution - of your 
foregoing notion ) you allert ( pag. 290. ) to be a vidlation of that Com. 
tron, which Chriftians are obliged to, upo# the acknowledgment of the 
rich of Chriftian Religion, or upon owning Chriftianity the way to true Hap« 
21 ines ; herein contradict-= 

Qniſquirille eſt, & qualiſcunque eft, Chriſtianus non 1ng all the ancient Fathers, 
_ 9%: # Eccleſia Chrijli non eſt, Cypr. de Novato, Dygftors and Teachers of the 

2. - 
tle chiſmata © bereſes oboriuntur, dum Epiſ- Church of God , and- the 
A Wine , & Ecclefie -"y l Fort 1. whole current of Theology , 
frafumptione contemrirur. Et ay ok Dei ho- who ſtill ſpeak of Schi/m as 
mravss, indigas botinibus judicatur., dem, Ep. 171. a breach of the Laws and 
Canons 


- 


Canons Eccleſiaſtical , of 
which thoſe are ginlty, 
who receive and own t 


Foundation or the Scriptures, 


as the indiſpenſable Kule of 
Faith and Manners, but re- 
cede from their Paſtors or 
Biſhop ;, that break the out- 
na peace, when owning 
the ſame Avricles of Faith , 
and for little things make 
diviſions : And in this re- 
ſpect it is, that St. Auſtin 
lays ſuch blame upon the 
Denatiſts, telling them, 
That a true Faith will 4- 
vail them nothing ; -nay, 


- that they are worſe than 


1dolaters. Dr. Hammond, 
in his Book of Schy/m, con- 


ſidersitalſo in this Eccleſo- 


#ſtical notion; and there- 
fore concludes us to be no 
Schiſmaticks , not becauſe 
retaining your eſſentials, or 
being of a Church, conliſt- 
ing in a bebef in Chriſt, 
and walking in him; but, 


becauſe, keeping thoſe due . 


Subordinations, in which 
our Chriſtianity placed us, 
in reſpe&t of our Church. 
Governors, whether to the 
Deacon, or ' Presbyter, or 
Ziſhop ; Metropolitan, Ex- 
arch or Patriarch ; as alſo 
that due co-ordinatian, as 
fellow Chriſtians, without 


breaches of Charity made ##is 


upon-oneanother. - And to 
what end. you-ſhould give 
this notion of it, diticring 


(75) 

Et non atten:jfli inter ſchiſmaticos £5 barveticgs, 
frm magna difianijs ſut : inde eft quod ignoras, que 

t ſqnQ4 Eccleſia, © omni miſcuiſti, Optat. cont. 
Parmen. Ponatift, lib. 1. 

Catholicun facir fumplex & verus inzellefus, fngulare 
I werym ſacramentum & unitas animorum. + Schiſma 
verd ſparſo coagulo pacis generatur —- {9 deſerts matre 
Catholic, impii filii dum foras exeunt &5 ſe ſeparant 
a radice matris Eccleſie, invidie falcibus amputati, 


 errando rebelles abſcedumt, nec poſunt agoum aliquid 


aut alind agere, quaxs quod jamdudum apud ſuam m 
rem didicerynt. Heretici veritatis exulgs, ſacri [ym- 
boli deſertores, &c. de ſe noſci voluerunt, ideo &5 
falſum habent Baptiſma. Yobis vero Schiſmaticis quam. 
vis in Catholica non fitis, bac negari non poſſunt, qui 
nobiſcum yera E communia traxiſiis Sacraments, jig. 
the very $chiſm in the days of St, Paul at Corinth. 
For-if he that cometh Preacheth ariother Jeſus, 
whom we haye not Preached ; or if ye receive ans- 
ther Spirit, which yehave not. received, ar-atdd- 
ther Goſpel, which. ye have. not "accepted; 
might well bear with hum, 2 Cor. 11. 4 © - © 
Immanes, non babentes Dej diletiovem, ſuam ptili- 
tarem potzus confiderames, quam unitatens Fetlefia, & 
proprer modicas & quaſlibercauſas magnum &.ghoridſum 
Chriſti conſtindunt IF dividurnt; £5. | @—_— #t 
ipſis eſt, inter fickust, pace loquernes, & 4 Lun ope- 
YATES, were Hiquantes pudicem, 3 camelan diglytien- 
tes. Nulla enim ab iis rania fieri poreſt* carreptio 
quants eſt Schiſmatis corruptio, Irenzus 1. 4. c. 62. 
Sed crimine Schiſmatis, 4 quo immani{[ſimo 
Saerilegionemo weſirum ſe dicere poreſt immunens, quam- 
dis non communicat uiitati onvium gentiumn, Aug. 
1. 2.Cont. Petil. Donatiſt.c, F w 
wid er26 prodeft homine vel [na fides, wal ſan 
fore foggy Satramenum. oy Prat Jt 
Schiſmatis perempa eſt ſanitas charitatis, | per cujus 
ſolius peremptionem, etiam ills integra trabuntur ad 
morcem,ldem,. 1. de Baptiſmo contra Donatift. c.$, 
Nobijcum enim eftis in Baptiſmogin Symbolo,in ceteris 
dominicis Sacramentis, in Spiritu autem unitatix, in 
ipſa denjque Catholita Eccleſia nobiſcum non eftis,By48. 
Vincentio. : J 
uiſquis ab bac Ecrlcfia Catholica fuerit 
—— laudabilaer ſe vivere chin, be 
y non bas 


And ſo in.the apatite Canons, .Cax 31: The 
© ahave dlind erigit, nojente 

TEggitovias oy dr urerIng are called Schil-. 
L 2 both 
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maticks, tho' of a ſound Faith. Schiſma eſt re- 
ceſſio 4 proprio Epiſcopo, Can. 13. Conc. 1, 2 Con- 
ſtantinop. And tothe ſame effet, Car. 10. Conc, 
Carthag. 4203 Quorecyerey Enoghiy, contra pro- 
prium Epiſcopum. 1\l add” but this one Authority 
more, and it is St. Baſil ad Amphiloc. Can, 1. 
Hereſes quidem, eos qui omnino abrupti ſunt, (& in ipſa 
fide ſunt abalienati : Schiſmata autem, propter ali- 

Ecclefiafticas cauſas, & medicabiles queſtiones, 
mer ſe diſſident. -—— Schiſma autem oft, de peni- 
rentia difſentire ab its qui ſunt ex Eccleſia. Hereſes 
autem, ut Manicheorum, & Yalentinorum, & Mar- 
cioniſlarum, &c. fta'im enim de ipſa in deum fide eſt diſ- 


People in Dependence and Subjeftion un 


both from the Church of 
Goa, and our own Doftors, 
is not conceiveable ; only, 
that you defigned thereby 
to gratifhe and comply. with 
thoſe amongſt us, whoſe 
Maxime is, That to ſtrike 
a Schiſmatick zs to bit a Saint, 
ThatSchi/m,in this Church- 
Senſe of it, is a meer  Chi- 
mera , invented only by 
Church-men, to keep the 
to them ; that Vmty does 


not conſiſt in Uniformity, but in owning the general Truths of the 
'Goſpel, and obeying them, or beheving in Chriſt, and walking in him, 
to which every Man may attain by his perſonal Capacity, antecedent 
#0 the being of a Church and Church-Governors: Or in the words of 
Mr. Hales ( made your own by citing of them ) in your Jrenicur, 


. 108. Schiſm ts but a Theological Scar-crow, ſet up 
ed in Religion, And, by conſequence, the hd 


ſuch as hold a 
of England is 


the ſame terms, in reſpeCt of the Church of Rome, as the Di/- 
Gvers are in reſpect of the Church of England, The Impoſitions 


of both are alike Anti-Chriſtiav, which is again the very Doctrine of 


the Irenicum. 


Your Anſwer to ſeveral Treatiſes, &c. is the next of your Writings 
that I have pitcht upon, whenceto inform my ſelf and others of your 
particular Judgment in theſe points of Church-Power, and its Obliga- 
tion. And that, which I hence report, will be ſo much more ſatisfactory, 
becauſe in your Anſwer to Mr. Crefſy's Epiſtle Apologetical, &c. you 
refer him hither, from pag, 260. to pag. 291. asthoſe Pages, in which 


you maintain as much Authority 


in the Church of England, as ever the 


Church of England challenged to ker ſelf. But here you have left the 
Church in the ſame condition you had placed her in before, and alto- 
gether without Power to make her Declarations Law,whether in Comncil, 
or out of it; and the Office aſſigned by you to her Pa#tors, is, to Teach, 
Inftruft, Propoſe and Recommend, engaging them in Toil and Labour 
enough, in order to the ſearch of Truth; but they are no where veſt- 
ed with an Authority to oblige the whole Body of Chriſtians, or the 


Church dffuſruc : 


Each Private Man is left at Liberty to receive or re- 
ing to his Eye-ſight ; and as he apprehends the Reaſons, 


ject, acc 
from Tradition, Comext, Criticiſm or inward Revelation, of that 


which is delivered. . And you ſay withat, That the ancient Church did 


not 
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not pretend to more Authority, as is to be ſeen in the Pages foregoing. 
a for that branch of Authority you aſlign her in maklh Rules and 
Canons, about matters of Order and Decency tn the Church , it 1s no more 
than, in effeft, you had ſaid before in your Jrenicam, (and according» 
ly you refer to it, in the point, in the Preface to the Unreaſtnablenefs 
of Separation, ) where, notwithſtanding, you contend with all might 
and main, ſometimes, againſt the Laws themſelves, as Anti-Chriſtian 7 
ſometimes, againſt the execution of them, that they be not impoſed 
upon doubtful Conſcrences : ( as 1 have already ſhew'd: ) And you have 
ſince been engaged for a Toleration, or Non-execution of Church-Laws 
in the ſaid Preface, pag. 83, 84, 85. then, when you had Preached but 
a little before againſt Separation ;, and this is the laſt, and all the account 
that I can give of you inthis affair : He that is moſt favourable to you 

maſt yield, that you are wavering and unfixed in your Judgment. And 
did you really believe, that there is an advantage on the fide of Authority, 
which ought to over-rule the Prattice of ſuch, who are the Members of that 
Church, where the Authority us exerciſed, ( as you ſpeak, ) you would 
alſo be ſo kind to Diſſenters, as to urge, with more conſtancy, upon 
them their duty in obeying, as a Private Man, you ought to propoſe 
nothing leſs unto them. Tho? I cannot ſee why we ſhould leſs doubt 
of your good will to them and their Cauſe, when you drew up thoſe 
Terms and Articles of Toleration ; than of Coleman's kindneſs to the 
Papifts, when he drew up his Declaration for Diſlolying the Long 
Parliament, in order to- a Toleration alſo : And it will be difficult 
to determine, which of the two was more preſumptuous. I know 
what courſe the Ancient Church would have taken with a Private 
Presbyter, who, after a full debate in Comncil, ſeconded with a 
Church Sanition, and confirmed by. the Imperial Conſtitution, ſhould 
have dared to have made Propoſals, or draw up Rules and Li- 
mutations, and make them publick in oppoſition thereunto : and yet, 
this was not your firſt attempt of this nature ; your good will to Com- 
prehenſion, Latitudinarian Principles hath all along been manifeſt and no- 
torious. Thoſe many Meetings which you and your Church of-England, 
and Mr. Baxter and his Church of England had, were not ſo. private but 
that ſome took notice of them ; where you made Propoſals for altering 
the Church Government, ſetled and confirmed by all that is facred in 
Church and State. And the reaſon isplain why thoſe Men, afterwards, 
dealt ſo ſeverely with you, ( of which youcomplain in the above-mer 

tioned Preface, ) upon that Sermon which was Preached before my 
Lord Mayor ;, becauſe after your healing C ondeſcenſions in private, you 
appear*d a Kevolter and Apofiate;, and they were to deal with you as one 
that had broken his Faith. If ſome other had Preached that Ser- 


mony 


YN 


mon, they —_—_ have born with him, '( he aCting according 
to' his principles ) when you- were not to be endured, (.& tu Brace ) 
their Friend, with whom they rook, ſweet Council together concerning the 
#Honſe of God, 1 add farther, 
©». That in your Treatiſe of the Urreaſonablenes of Separation, you 
no where ( that I could take notice of ) have prelled Chriſtians ta 
Obedience as they are a Corporation, imbodied under Governors and 
Laws of their own, ( which 1s the original and fundamental Obligation 
to ſubmiſſion and conformity, ) ariſing from the nature of that King- 
dom, which Chriſt erefted by the promulgation of the Goſpel, of 
which Kingdom every true Chriſtian is a Subject. I do not deny but 
that your performance is competently well done, upon your principles, 
and 1o far as it reacheth : You have abundantly ſet forth the reaſonable. 
nefof our Book of Common-Prayer, in the Adminiſtration of the Sacra. 
ments and other Rites and Ceremonies, and urged Obcadience thereunto 
from'the deſtractive conſequences, that muſt inevitably follow in that 
Church or Society of Chriſtians, which retains not an Vmiformity of 
Worſhip ; - and more eſpecially this rea/onable one, that we have in our 
Church of England, But all is left ſtill as matter of Diſpute, like the 
Corporation it ſelf, as Arbitrary, and at the pleaſure of its Subjects, to 
retain or rejet them ;z and he that ſees not with your Eyes ( by your 
own principles) hath no Obligation for Obedience and Conformity to 
any one Rubrick, Law or Injunition, therein contained. And itis obſer- 
vable in your Epiſtle Dedicatory, that you beg pardon, indeed, of your 
Superiors, for going beyond your bounds in your projets of acc ion ; 
But it is not for any one reaſon relating to them, as your Governors ; 
or becauſe you have been injurious thereby to their Power and Govern- 
ment in the Church of God, which you, in ſo doing, had inroaded and 
invaded. But, becauſe ( forſooth ) the Dyſſemeers would not come up 
to you, and their amrattablenef rendred your Project wſclef,, admit you 
had jump?*d together, and united in the project, What then 2 Why 
you had never begged their pardon : And it was ſucceſs, not deſign, 
was wanting, by your own confeſſion, The very caſe of Coleman. Be- 
ſides, 4s:not this a delicate Apology for your felf? After you have 
Atoronebank'd and Quackd for full Five and twenty Years, and find 
= Patient worſe and worſe under-your hands, that you are una+ 

eto work a Cure, you then return him to the Church and her Laws 
of Diſcipline, for a juſt Habit and Temperature. The College of Phy- 
ficians, Iam ſure, would not think themſelves beholden to ſuch an Em- 


pirick. | 
© 2. Thereaſon which you give for that great tenderneſs you ſhew*d 
to Difemers, when writing the Jrenicam (. Preface pag, $4. ) or that 


plenary 


| 
plenary Toleration all Men onght to have, is, becauſe the Laws wrre 
hot then Eft abliſhed ;, and return it upon them, that they have not very 
well requated you for the tenderneſs and pity you had for them, and the 
concernment you expreſſed to have brought them in upon eaſier terms than were 
ſince required: But pray, was not the Church of England the ſame under 
the Rump Parliament and Crommel, and the Commirtee of Safety, as it now 
is? And what had you to do to enlarge or limit her terms then, 
more than now ? It was then a Pragmatick Encroachment, and (©. it is 
now. 1 do not believe that Biſhop of this Church, from whom, you 
fay, you received, in thoſe days, Epiſcopal Orders, gave you any 
ſuch DireCtions: I am ſure you received no ſuch Authority at your 
Ordination by him. When the Empire frowns. upon the Church, of 
Anarchy relaxates the due Exerciſe of her Worſhip and Diſcipline, Church- 
men, and every good Chriſtian, are to conſider what is moſt neceſla- 
ry to bepraftiſed : And ſome direCtions are given in the caſe, by the 
Author of the Diſconrſe of Church-Power, &c. cap. 5. But none are t6 
think themſelves acquitted of their Obedience to Charch-Laws, du- 
ring the Suſpenſion, or Mterregnum ; much leſs, that they are Autho+ 
rized to preſcribe eaſier terms, and acquit the firſt Obligation. Be- 
ſides, this Anſwer and PraCtice is no ways agreeing with him, who 
hath told ns, That the Church is a pecaliar Society, w its own Nature, 
diſtinitt from the Commonwealth, ſubſiſting by Powers of its own, apart 
from it ;, ſabjeited in the hands of its own Officers, by a Charter from 
Chriſt, never to. be divorced, but remaining formally in the Church,- afte? 
its "og incorporated into the Commonwealth, For how can this Church 
be diſeſtabliſhed by any confuſions in the State, or loſe this Power ? 
All that can be ſaid in your behalf is this, (and I am reſolved to ſay 
what is to be ſaid for you ) That according to this reaſon, you do not 
believe the Power that is enſtated on the Officers in this Bodyand Afo- 
c:ation,” for pgovernitig the whole, to extend to Ats and Laws, re- 
ſtraining their Liberries in theſe caſes ; or that the Church is a Body 
faubſiſting by her own Laws ; but aſſert the Legiſlative Power in the Se- 
enlar Hand ;, which being at-that time ſo much leſſened in this Church 
and Kingdom; you thereby ( amongſt the reſt of the Arbitrary Subs 
je; ) became ar liberty to at apart, and did fo ; conceiving that no- 
Law, as a Charch-mangor in Epi/copal Oraers,did enjoin you the contrae 
ry. Andhenceit's rw why in the dx to the Irenicum (where 
we have alfo the above-mentioned Defanirion of a Church ) you fay,. 
That you have flit the Hair betwixt the Church and Stare, adjaſting to 
each that Power which belongs to them, when you name only Excom 
enmication, and mens ren of the Sacraments, as her Rites, And 
hence it is as evident alſo, as any thing-can be, That 1 did not Steal 
my 


(8) 
my conſiderable Arguments out of this Appendix, which I uſed in behalf 
of that other inſtance of the. Power of the Church, ( viz. to govern her 
own Body by her own Laws ) theaſlerting whereof, makes up the Body 
of my Diſcourſe. And it farther appears, That, that was not one of 
thoſe points, concerning which, you ſaw reaſon to alter your Fudg- 
ment - Twenty Years time, As in the Preface to the Unreaſonable- 

weſt, GC. 
3..In that Preface ( pag. 53. ) upon the clamors of Diſſenters, by 
reaſon of your Sermon againſt Separation ; and that you Preached not 
for Abatements and Alterations, and taking away Ceremonies aud Subſcripti= 
ons, and leaving them full Liberty to do what they pleaſed, by which you 
might have gained their good Opinion, and have been thought to have Preach'd 
a very ſeaſmable Sermon: Or, in plain Engliſh, becauſe you did not 
make Propoſals for Toleration, *as you did a littleafter. To all this you 
ſuggeſt , ſuppoſing my private Opinion were never ſo much for ſome Abate- 
ments to be made, that might tend to ſtrengthen and unite ProteFtants, and 
were conſiſtent with our Nations ſetlement ;, had it been ſeaſonable to have 
ſpoken of the alteration of Laws before Magiſtrates and Fudges, who are 
tied up to the Laws in being ? What the Power of Magiſtrates and Fudges 
is, relating to Church-Laws, I have ſhew'd at large elſewhere ; and 
that, according to the conſtitution of the Empire, when Chriſtian, and 
the Statute Book of our Kingdom fince the Reformation : AndI do al- 
low your Plea to be juſt and good. Chriſtian Magiſtrates always 
were, and ſtill are, Preſervers and Executors of Church-Laws ; the 
Church owes her ſupport in.a great meaſure unto them. And it is 
impious as well as unſeaſonable for a private Man, but much more for 
« Man in the Palpir, to make Propoſals for Nulities and Repeal: of thoſe 
Laws and Enfranchiſements, which the Religious favour of the Prince 
hath granted God's Church; and the Zeal and Vigilance of good Magi- 
ſtrates, take care to preſerve entire and ſerviceable unto her. But, 
yet, this is not all the guilt that is contratted, or undecency that is 
committed by ſuch attempts : There is a Church-Power, which you 
have defined to be diſtintt from the State, and remaining in the Church, 
after its Incorporation into the Commonwealth : And no other reaſon 
can be given, why your doing the ſame before theſe Magiſtrates and 
Fudges had not been alike unjeaſonable ; or why you pleaded not the 
equal regard which you ought to have to them alſo ; only that you in 
reality are ſtill of your /rercum judgment ; viz. That the other Magi- 
ſtrates are the Church, and all Power to make Church-Laws, or execute 
them, relating to outward decency and order, is inveſted in them ; 
and that there is no Legiſlative Power enſtated by Chriſ# on his Officers. 
You, who 6ould tell your Story, and defame me to your Biſhop (whom 
. I 
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I honour as one, that is veſted with the utmoſt of Power, that our 
Saviour was pleaſed to have continued in his Church till his coming 


again; and do owe an Obedience in ſpecjal unto him, and all that are 


of that Sacred and Superior Order in God*s Church ) in your [Epiſtle 
Dedicatory, might have conſider*®d alſo,that he was your Dioceſan, or that 
Spiritual Magiſtrate, to whom you owe a more immediate SubjeCtion z 
and, in reſpect of whom, an attempt to alter Eftabliſhd Laws, had been 
equally a 

Hall Chapel, render him leſs awful and tremendous unto you, 

4. When you come to the Diſcourſe it ſelf ( Pag. 134.) you ſeem, 
at leaſt, too unwary in your Expreſſion; aſſerting, That if the whole 
Nation in Parliament conſent to the paſſing a Law for removal of Paſtors, 
and putting in of others, this is ſufficient Be the fatisfation of that Peo- 
ple, to whom they are appointed asPaſtors by virtue of that Power, 
or for the making them true Paſtors, 1 yield, that the right of Inveſftirure 
is originally in the Secalar hand, and, by conſequenee, the right of 
deprivation, upon the breach of thoſe terms on which the Inveſtiture is 
made. Thus Abiathar was removed, and Zadok pur in his room : But 
the queſtion is, ſuppoſing Zadok, had not been of the Pro Line, 
Whether Solomor”s placing him in the High-Prieſ®s Chair, did by vir- 
tue of his Kingly Power alone, create him HighaPrieft, and the People 
were thereupon bound to own and ſnbmit to his A4imiftry? Or to 
bring an inſtance nearer home, ſuppoling an Att of Parliament appoinr 
a certain Perſon to be A4miiter in fuch a Pariſh, when he'is really no 
Miniſter, becauſe without Ordination from a Biſhop ; Whether, by vir- 
tue of that Law, he is made a true Ainiſter, and ought to be received 
as ſuch by that People, to whom, by A# of Parkament, he. is ſent ? 
No unde@tanding Chriſtian will own him as his Miniſter npon ſuch 
terms. We have a great inſtance of this nature in the Church of Scot- 
land about Fourteen Years fince : The Secular Porer commanded Dr. 
Burnet, Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, to admit into particular Churches, 
and in therelation of Mimiters,certain Men that had no Epiſcopal Orders, 
and by conſequence, were not of the Goel Prieſthood ; the moſt ex- 
cellent and exemplary Prelate refuſed for this reaſon, Becauſe the Prince 
may promote to what temporal Poſleſſions he pleaſe, but he cannot 
promote to the Authority which is.Spiritual ;, as to the former. he muſt 
be ſubmitted to, butnotas tothelatter. . And his Lordſbip was a great 
example of the laſt caſe; for, denying their /»ſticution, he was Suſpend- 
ed from his Biſhoprick,, and ſuſtained it with a dre reſignation; tho? 
the Governmert, upon ſecond thoughts, reſtored him with greater 


honour and eſtimation, in which he died. But as to the more itnme- 


diate queſtion, and which occalioned this S:&0#, you onght to hay 
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;/onable : Neither Cid the abſence of his Perſon at the Guild. 
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my conſiderable Arguments out. of this Appendix, which I uſed in behalf 
of that other inſtance of the. Power Ll the Church, ( viz. to govern her 
own Body by her own Laws ) theaſlerting whereof, makes up the Body 
of my Diſcourſe. And it farther appears, That, that was not one of 
thoſe points, concerning which, you ſaw reaſon to alter your Fudg- 
ment - Twenty Tears time, As in the Preface to the Unreaſonable- 
weſt, GC 

3.,In that Preface ( pag. 53. )) upon the clamors of Diſſenters, by 
reaſon of your Sermon againſt Separation ; and that you Preached not 
for Abatements and Alterations, and taking away Ceremonies aud Subſcripti- 
ons, and leaving them full Liberty to do what they pleaſed, by which you 
might have gained their good Opinion, and-bave been thought to have Preach'd 
a very ſeaſonable Sermon: Or, in plain Engliſh, becauſe you did not 
make Propoſals for Toleration, as you did a littleafter. To all this you 
ſuggeſt , ſuppoſing my private Opinion were never ſo much for ſome Abate- 
ments to be made, that might tend to ſtrengthen and unite Proteftants, and 
were conſiſtent with our Nations ſetlement ;, bad it been ſeaſonable to have 
ſpoken of the alteration of Laws before Magiſtrates and Fudges, who are 
tied up to the Laws in being ? What the Power of Magiſtrates and Fudges 
is, relating to Church-Laws, I have ſhew'd at large elſewhere ; and 
that, according to the conſtitution of the Empire, when Chriſtian, and 
the Statute Book of our Kingdom fince the Reformation : AndI do al- 
low your Plea to be juſt and good. Chriſtian Magiſtrates always 
were, and ſtill are, Preſervers and Executors of Church-Laws; the 
Church owes her ſupport in.a great meaſure unto them. And it is 
impious as well as unſeaſonable for a private Man, but much more for 
e Man in the Pxlpir, to make Propoſals for Nulities and Repeals of thoſe 
Laws and Enfranchiſements, which the Religious favour of the Prince 
hath granted God's Church; and the Zeal and Vigilance of good agi- 
ſtrates, take care to preſerve entire and ſerviceable unto her. But, 
yet, this is not all the guilt that is contracted, or undecency that is 
committed by ſich attempts : There is a Church-Power, which you 
have defined to be diſtin&t from the State, and remaining in the Church, 
after its Incorporation into the Commonwealth : And no other reaſon 
can be given, why your doing the ſame before theſe Magiſtrates and 
Fudges had not been alike unſeaſonable ; or why you pleaded not the 
equal regard which you ought to have to them alſo ; only that you in 
reality are ſtill of your /rericum judgment ; viz. That the other Magi- 
ftrates are the Church, and all Power to make Church-Laws, or execute 
them, relating to outward decency and order, is inveſted in them ; 
and that there is no Legiſlative Power enſtated by Chriſt on his Officers. 
You, who 60uld tell your Story, and defame me to your Biſhop (whom 
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I honour as one, that is veſted with the utmoſt of Power, that our 
Saviour was pleaſed to have continued in his Church till his coming 
again; and do owe an Obedience in ſpecjal unto him, and all that are 
oEthas Sacred and Superior Order in God's Church ) in your Epiſtle 
Dedicatory, might have conſider*d alſo,that he was your Dioceſan, or that 
Spiritual Magiſtrate, to whom you owe a more immediate Subjeftion ; 
and, in reſpect of whom, an attempt to alter Eftabliſh?d Laws, had been 

equally mſeaſonable : Neither Cid the abſence of his Perſon at the Guild. 
Hall Chapel, render him leſs awful and tremendous unto you. . 
4. When you come to the Diſcourſe it ſelf ( Pag. 134.) you ſeem, 
at leaſt, too unwary in your Expreſſion ; aſſerting, That ifthe whole 
Nation in Parliament conſent to the paſſing a Law for removal of Paſtors, 
and putting in of others, this is ſufficient Br the ſatisfaftion of that Peo- 
ple, to whom they are appointed asPaſtors by virtue of that Power, 
or for the making them true Paſtors. 1 yield, that the right of Inveſtirure 
is originally in the Secular hand, and; by conſequenee, the right of 
deprivation, upon the breach of thoſe terms on which the Inveſtiture is 
made. Thus Abiathar was removed, and Zadok put in his room : But 
the queſtion is, ſuppoſing Zadok, had not been of the Prieſtly Line, 
Whether Solomor”s placing him in the High-Prieſ®s Chair, did by vir- 
tue of his Kingly Power alone, create him HighaPrieſt, and the People 
were thereupon bound to own and ſnbmit to his Miniſtry? Or to 
bring an inſtance nearer home, ſuppoling an Act of Parliament appoinr 
a certain Perſon to be 2iriiter in fuch a Pariſh, when he'is really no 
Miniſter, becauſe without Ordination from a Biſhop ; Whether, by vir- 
tue of that Law, he is made a true A4inifter, and ought to be received 
as ſuch by that People, to whom, by At of Parhament, he is ſent ? 
No unde@tanding Chriſtian will own him as his Miniſter npon ſuch 
terms. We have a great inſtance ofthis nature in the Church of Scot- 
land about Fourteen Years ſince : The Secular Porer commanded Dr. 
Burnet, Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, to admit into particular Churches, 
and in therelation of Miiſters,certain Men that had no Epiſcopal Orders, 
and by conſequence, were not of the Goel Prieſthood ; the moſt ex- 
cellent and exemplary Prelate refuſed for this reaſon, Becauſe the Prince 
may promote to what temporal Poſleſſions he pleaſe, but he cannot 
promote to the Authority which is Spiritual ; as to the former he muſt 
be ſubmitted to, butnotas tothe latter. . And his Lordſhip wasa great 
example of the laſt caſe; for, denying their /:/ticurion, he was Suſpend- 
cd from his Biſhoprick,, and ſuſtained it with a dic reſignation; tho? 
the Government, upon ſecond thoughts, reſtored him with greater 
honour and eſttmation, in which he died. But as to the more imme- 
diate queſtion, and which occalioned this S«&c;, you onght to have 
M urged, 
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urged, That the conſent of the People did not conſtitute a Mbnifter, nei- 
ther was1t any necetlary qualification in order to it, as Mr. Baxter and 
his Combination pretended : But inſtead of doing this, you reply, 
That an Act of Parkament is ſufficient to conſtitute him ſuch, which ſa- 
vours too much of the old Veſſel. I confeſs, the conſequents would be 
really.evil in the Government both of Chxrch and Srate; if he be an 
Uſurper in a Pariſh, to whom the People do not conſent, the diſorders 
thereby muſt become intolerable ; and the conſequents would be as 
noxious on the other hand, if the Parkement had the Power of quali- 
fying for it : For, thenthe Miniſtry will be quite ſwallowed up in the 
State, and every Uſurper ( be his Religion what it will ) may alter 
the Prieſthood ;, or, as in the days of Feroboam, make Prieſts of whom he 
pleaſe. But thus it fares with your Arguments, and it is their uſu- 
al fault, That they prove too much. You take away Infalibitity and 
the 4iniſtry at once, in other places, and maintain here the Secular 
Power, to the deſtruCtion of the Spiritual. Vil receive him in Seculars 
whom my Prince is pleaſed toſet over me; but none in Spirituals, who 
a not an Authority, which the Secular hand cannot derive unto 


'5. But that which crowns all, is, ( Pag. 350. ) when you" ſcatter 
thoſe miſts, which ſome pugtend to have before their Eyes, that they cannot clearly 
ſee what we mean by the Church of England; and'tell us, itis ſo called, be- 
Cauſe it was received byrhe common conſent of the whole Nation in Parliament. 
Surely, if now we benot a Parliament Church, wenever were in the opi- 
nion of any, nor ever ſhall be. Should any Man ask me what the Church 
of England is, I would tell him, It is that due Succeſſion of Authority, 
Dotrme, Worſhip and Diſcipline, which are now made Law in the King- 
dom of England ;, but if that Law ceaſeth to own and protet them, I 
ſhould not thereby think it to become-lefs the Church of England. For 
certain, there was a Church of __— when there was no Parliaments 
in England, according to thoſe who carry their era or date to the 

igheſt pitch : And we fay, There was the very Church of England that 
now is, and neither Parliament nor Pope had appeared in our Coaſt. Be- 
ſides, What if the Parliament of England paſs a Bill of Abjuration againſt 
the preſent Church, as they did the other day againſt the Crown of 
England? The Rump Parliament did it, Why then your definition of the 
Church of England is much at the ſame as Socrates defined a Man, Homo eft 
Animal, bipes smplume ; A Man us a living Creature,with two Feet and without 
Feathers. Diogenesgs Jackdaw was as good a Man, when he had pluckt 
his Feathers off. The being of the Church of England does not depend 
upon any ſuch outward advantages, or upon the Yores of the People, whe- 


ther in Parliament, or ont of it, We thankfully own the outward ad- 
vantages 
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vantages ſhe has had,and now enjoys, by Parliaments ; but we own, with- 
al, her ſeparate Being abſtrafted from them ; the Church of God here 
in England, is antecedent to them all. One while I was willing to 
think, That this Book was wrote by you at a time, when the general de- 

n was on Foot, for enlarging the Privileges of Parliaments, or rather 

the Hoſe of Commons by the Men of Shaft4bury, and you might think 
your ſelf engaged to caſt in ſomething ; and if fo, you add thar 
which is very conſiderable, making the Being of the Church of England 
to depend upon their owning and acceptance of it. The Kingdom 
muſt have Parliament; once a Tear at leaſt, only for this; for, otherwiſe 
we may have no Church once a Tear. But then again, this ſeems not to 
be the reaſon, becauſe I find you to have been of the ſame Judgment 
ſome years before; and you reckon upthis among the Encroachments 
and Ufurpations of the Biſhop of Rome ; Gand ſpoil thereby a good cauſe;): 
viz. That Afts of Parliament were no certain indications of the Y, 4 
the Church,or the generality of the People inthat time. (Anfwer to Mr.C | 
Epiſtle Apologetical, &c, pag. 448.) I muſt therefore conclude, that you 
were ſomewhat diſcompoſed ; neither is this the only unwary exprefli-- 
on you have let fall within the diſtance of one or two Pages ; For, you 
there mix the Paſtors and _ together, as of the ſame Church | 
You ſay farther, That to aſlert iz every Church 4 conſtieutive regent part, 
as eſſential to it, 18 the ſame as the Pope*s univerſal Paſtorſhip. And again, , 
That the ACts of the Convocation are to be allow'd and enatted by the King ** 
and the three States of the Kingdom : Flatly againſt the King*sPrerogative, . 
in making Church-Laws by the Convocation alone. As alſo, your tern, , 
National Chugch, is as incongruous as any. National, Congregational, 
Claſſical, are Relatives, and give life to one another. 

6. It doth not appear why you Reprinted that ſcandalous Manuſcrip, 
which ſo immediately oppoſeth all Church-Power, in the utmoit latitude 
of it, and by the Authority of ſo many of our moſt eminent Reformer: ; 
Nay farther,with an artifice to conceal Archbiſhop Cranmer's Retrattion, 
unleſs it be to give all the ſeeming Authority you could to the Doctrines 
there aſſerted. There is not one Note in the Margent by which it ap-- % 
pears,that you had then altered your firſt conceptions of it, as Printed in+ 
the /renicum. Nay you have own'd and juſtified it in part, in your Eo: Y 
to my Lord of London ; or ifthere be any alteration made, it is, leaſt 
there might be occaſion to ſuſpect that Cranmer had deſerted you. 

j3- or: in * laſt Lach, you have made Ing at all to-the 
Church of Goa, for that Irenicum DoCtrine,, which equals the Pregbyrer- 
with the Biſhop. There is not any thing like amends for it in bk th 
writings that hhave met with. Itistrue, you often ſpeak of Epiſcopacy; | 
as the moſt ancient Government derivable from the Apoſtles : But you 
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